6 NEW ZEALAND TABLET

[Thorsday, July 16, 1903

The toast of the ‘ Chaplain’ was eloquently propo-
ged by Bro. M. Maboney and duly responded to by
Father Tubman. Bro. Fitzperald, the secretary  of
the branch, made the speech of the evening, in proposing
the - Hiberman Societv.’ ' The Memory of 1lobert
Emmet * was proposed by Bro. Dennehy,’ and the ‘ New
Zealand Tablet * was proposed in complimentary terms
by Bro. Dumier, and seconded bv Bro. Loyle. Bro. Den-
nehy responded, and after eulogising the work done by
the editor, he expressed the hope that the members
would back up their hearty appreciation of the toast by
practically proving it and becoming subscribers to their
OCatholic weekly. ‘ The Irish Parliamentary Party ' was
%roposed by Bro. O'Conner in a necat speech, and ‘ The

isitors,” coupled with the name of Bro. Nelson (Christ-
church), was prepos)d by Bro. Sheehy, Bro Nelson, in
replying, congratulated ~the Rev., Father Tubman on
having such a grand bodv of men to preside over, and
made very practical remarks regarding the workings of
the society, of which he has been a member during the
last thirty years. He had much pleasure in proposing
the ‘ Timaru Branch,’” which he considered was giving a
lead to the Hibernians in New Zealand.

During the evening songs were subg by Bros. Mac-
denald, Doyle, O’'Leary, O’Connor, Mahoney, Murphy,
and Nelson (Christchurch). A recitation was given by
Mr. M. F. Dennehy, the accompaniments being played
hy Mr. Dtovle, Trish dances—a hornpipe by Bro. (V'Sul-
livan and a jig by Mr. Dennehy, senr —were much ap-
preciated.

('This_letter reached us last week after we had gone
to press.)

CATHOLICS AND CRIMINAL
STATISTICS

&
>

INTERVIEW WITH A PRISON CHAPLAIN

{I'rom a correspondent,)

In view oi ihe recent oft’ repeated and as often re-
pudiated asseriicns regarding the alleged preponderance
of priscners 1n the gaols of the Colony described  as
Catholics, the following facts of actual experience were
tendered to me at first hand by one who for some years
has acted in the capacity of prison chaplain 1n one of
the largest and—in the official cye—most unportant
places of punishment and detention 1t New Zealand. The
statistics (said my informant) which are ofhcially com-
piled, and irom which all manper of haccurate and
ithoughticss statements are periodically giien out by
irresponsible persons with a motite to serve, are most
misleading  And here mv reverend mformant went on 1o
endorse 1 its entirety the leading article which recently
appeared in the ‘ Tablet ’ on the subyjoct. )

There passced through the prson under notice  last
year 7ol persons, of whom 147 were classified as Cath-
olics  And hcere 1t is nteresting Lo see how soi-disant
‘ Catholic ' priconers are manmuactured and te observe
the utierly misleading nalure of ofhcial statisties so
far as the particular matter under consideration 18 con-
corned. It 18 @ recognised axiom n prson disciphine
that no matter what religion a person lays claim to on
entering, such is ollicially recorded  as a matter  of
course, and whilst 1n gaol no person s allowed te change
his or her reputed faith  Manv whom he found classified
as Cathelics were, when questioned, discovered to  ‘be

Nothing of the Sort; -

nor had they ever been. When ashed why they had so
designated themselves, the 1eply was nearly always to
Lthis effect * Well, yvou hnow, we supposed the <hef
gaoler or some of the warders would be Catholes, and
as we always thought theire wuas some sort of “ free-
masolry ' existing amongst Catholies, thev would not
be unduly scvere, and would bave easier times ' There
are at the present time in this gaol about L) persons
1t is a record number, and of these about 25 are re-
uted Catholics. Of seven cor cight of these the chap-
ain said : 1 am perfectlv satisfied not one of them 1s
a ca-rehigronist of ours. They hnow ahbsolutely nothing
of Catholic doctrine ; thev can furmish no evidence what-
ever of baptism ; thev cannot name a parrsh thev ever
helonged to , they cannot even atlempt to make the
BSign of the (ross. These nre fair specimens of a large
class of the alleged ' Catholic ' criminals often met
with in my experience and in the cxperience of 1wy pre-
decessors.’

The fellowing few instances will also prove interest-
ing —One man, when detected in a false statement as (o
religion, sard : * Well, Father, as a matter of fact, I'm
nothing, but mv wife is a Catholie, and if I was any-
thing I would be one, and T knew that the priest, if he
thought I was a Catholie, would help myv wife while
I was here.’ Another said, when questioned—he mention-
ed his parish and parish priest, bhut on enquiry being
made it was proved his wife was a Catholic but he
himseli never was—and marcover his better half  only
wished his sentence was twelve acars Instead of as many
months. Numerous similar cases could be guoted. Again,
a great perconiage of Catholic inmates of the gnol are
what are known as

‘ In-and-out’s '—
“ gocial derelicts’—usually for drunkenness and disorderly
conduct. And here, especially, where statistical 1nac-
curacies occur. A long senlence prisoner, be he Anglican,
Presbyterian, or Wesleyan, counts one for every year of

his incarceration, whereas one Catholic who is * sent up’
perhaps once a month for some minor offence counts as
Lwelve separate eommittals in the statistics for the year.
And each ome who is wrongiy described counts really
two against Catholics, because of his failure to be pro-
perly classified to his own religion. There is, it 18 said,
one gect whose adherents make it a rule of faith, when
sent. to prison, to repudiate their religion. They are, in
turn, repudiated b%r their co-religionists, and are gene-
rally ascribed to the Anglican Churech, of which they
are not members. My informant knows of threa instan-
ces where notorious characters, representing themselves
as Catholics, are convicted and sent to prison on an
average once o month, thus constituting among them
no fewer than

26 Catholic * Criminaly *

A year. Another, who is more a lunatic than criminal,
provides another twelve, whilst there are always a nume-
ber of foreign seafaring Catholic men swellibg the num-
ber who are in for slight oflences, some of which are
unpunishable and go unnoticed in their own country. The
very worst Catholic offender at the present time in the
large gaol referred to is there for an offence com-
mitted whilst maddened with drink. He attributed drink
and poverty primarily as the cause of all the trouble
Catholics find thcemselves in. Your cooi-headed English-
man or Scotchman gets drunk and slinks off home quiet-
1y, if somewhat helplesslv., whilst the hot-headed Celt
commonly sets out in search of trouble, which he 1nvari-
ably finds, often at the cost of his hard-earned money
?znd his liberty. 'The inmates of our prisons are increas-
ing enormously. This increase is clearly attributable to
the present Godless systém of education. A great per-
centage of Catholics im our prisons, as my informant
positively knows and declares, were

Tutored in the State Schools :

many of them are still comparatively young ; and few,
if any, of those it has been his duty to deal with, know
much or anything of their religion, which therefore can-
not be hlamed for their plight. Catholic prisoners are,
however, recognised as the most amenable to discipline,
and, when once in gaol, are not often known to repeat
prison offences. He (the chaplain) defies anyone, whe-
ther layman or clergyman of whatever denomiination, to
point to a single instance in which a Catholic prisoner
has falgely described himself as an adherent of another
creed.  As a regular thing, oury pecple are not often
proved guilty of tho

Grave Offences

against society. The four Worst priscners at the present
time in the prison referred to are Protestants. As poin-
ted out in your leading article of July 2, the Irish
penal code, 1he land laws, the destruction of the lrish
manufacturing industries, and the systematic confisca-
tion and mupoverishment of tho people in the land of
theiwr origmn, have combmed to leave among the Cath-
olic population m New Zealand an altogether undue
proportion of the poorer and poorest portion of its
mople  AIE that (saad my reverend informant) 1s quite
caused chiwelly by their porerty and thewr place in the
caus?d chielly by thair poverty and tiheir place in the
social scale (If thev wWere hlessed with a more generous
measute of the world's eoods, crime, properly so called,
would be almost as unknouwn among them as it is in
Ireland. As it 15, statistics furnish no reason whatever
for supposing that, even 1n the matter of petty offences,
or misdemeancrs, they stand at a disadvantage as com-
pared with the same class among other ereeds. And
when it comes to the grosser and more serious forms of
crime, Catholics have, by comparisoen wiith all others, a
singularly clean record,

In the most ohstinate cases of coughs and colds
TUSSICURA can be relied upon to afford immediate and
permanent relief —*#=

KOZIE TEA CASH BONUSES. TResults of first
digtribution closed 21st May, 1903 (—

Ist Donus, £10, cash, goes to Convent of Mercy,
Hokitika ; 2nd, £5, Mrs, W, Simpson Jun,, Arno; 3rd,
£3, Miss Iitzgerald, Waimhwnihi ; 4th, £2, Mrs. W,

Liockhart, Milton ; Sth, £1, Mrs. A. Hewitson Jun.,
Milton ; 6th, 105, Miss McMurtrie, Milton ; 7th, 10s,
Miss G, Paulm, Opoho; 8th, 10s, Miss M. Hunter,

Caversham ; 9th, 10s, Mrs. Gunn, Chatto Creek ; 10th,
s, Miss Ida  DMills, Dunback , 11th, 5s, Miss Myrtle
Curtis, Westport ; 12th, 5s, Miss M. Hay, Invercargill ;
13th, 58, Mr. A. Singer, Hokitika ; 14th, 5s, Miss &
Shipiian, Balfour ; 15th, Bs, Mr. Regie Harper, Pover-
ty Bay ; 16th, 5s, Mr. .I. Teely, Timaru; 17th, 5s,
Mrs, Johnstone, Nelson. The next distribution closes
on the 30th November, and coupons must be sent in
not later than 7th December. Remember the first three
honuses are £5 rach, and the tea is the best and most
econoniical in the world, retailed at 1s 6d, 1s 9d, and
28 per I Golden Tipped Kozie, a specially fine high
grown tea, at 2s 6d, is superb Notice change in the
distribution of henuses.—So as to give all a good chance
of securing a substantial cash bonus, we have decided to
withdraw the first and second bonuses of £10 and £5
and to substitute three bonuses of £5 each to go to the
consumers sending in coupons representing the three
largest quantitics of Kozie Tea. The other bonuses will
remeain unchanged, We have checked the coupons return-
ed to Messrs, W Scoular and Co. for first Kozie Tea
distribution of cash bonuses, ahd certify that the abova
itz a correct list of the winners.—(Signed) Barr, Leary,
and Co., Auditors, Dunedin, June 10th, 1903 %=
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