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however, temporary expedients to meet anticipated at-
tempts by usurping Powers to interfere with the free-
dom of papal clections. In no case, however, is the
béginning of the conclave delayed beyond ten days; and
no Cardinal, no group of Cardinals, and not even the
Sacred College of Cardinals collectively, can, unless by
virtue of Papal instructions, either anticipate or defer
the date of the appointment of a successor to a Pope
that has passed away. A cableman in Sydney ‘ correct-
ed’ a few days ago the previous blunder gbout Cardinal
Moran's right to postpone the conclave. With the ser-
ene good faith of one who helieves that he has exclusive
and accurate information and is anxious to impart it
for the enlightenment of others, this new authority on
conclaves informed the people of New Zealand that
the new Pope mnust be actually eclected within
the ten davs ! This and a few other tit-bits of infor-
mation ebout conclaves that have lately appeared in the
secular press of New Zealand would form interesting ad-
ditions to David Macrae’s ‘ Book of Dlunders.’

Leo as a Worker

We read in the life of the great painter-sculptor-
architect Michelangelo that ‘ he was the most indefatig-
able of workers. A litile bread and wine were all he
required for the chief part of the day, when employed at
his work, and very frequently he rose in the middle of
the night to resume his labors. . Sometimes he
slept fin his clothes, ready to spring to his work as
soon as refreshed by sleep.’ Sueh an enthusiast for work
is the aged and vererable Pontiff Leo XIII. Like Michel-
angelo he is a model of plain living and high thinking.
Many a time the wee, sma’ hours have seen his frail
form bending over the desk, and the thin, bony hand
guiding the flying pen. He has lived a life of crowded
hours, and his motto scems to be:  And still be doing,
never done.” His love of work manifested itself in a
pathetic way when, during the course of last week, he
rosa from what he felt was his death-hed to transact the
bustness of the WUniversal Church, when, two or
three days later, though apparently in extreimis, he
carried on a lengthy interview with his Cardinal Secre-
tary of State, and when, later still, he expressed his de-
termination Lo die on his feet. Acting on 8t. Iaul’s ad-
vice, he wearies notl in doing good. While tune is left
to him, he works good to all men, ‘ but especially to
those who are of the househould of the faith.’

The following extract from a hitle poem scems to
have a special application to Ieo XIII. (—

‘If some great angel spoke to e to-mght

In awful languapge of the unknown land,
Bidding me dioose from treasurcs nfiile,
From goodly pits and glornes m his hand,
The thmug 1 coveted, what should I take ?
1 would choose worh and never-ihng pow'v
To work without weak hindrance by the wav,
Withoul recurrence of the wenry hour

When tired 1aiant nature holds s sway

Over the hroam and toilineg hand

Ah !t ! an arecl tame to me to-nipht,
Speaking 1mm language of the unknown land,
S0 would | choose Irom treasures anfinde

But well 1 know the hiessed gitt | oerave,

The tireless strength for neverandimg task,

Is not for thi< Iife . hut hevond the ¢grave,

It mayv be. T shall imd the thine T ask ;

For T behieve there 15 o hetter land,

Where will, an'd stiength and work go hand 'n hand

* My TFather worketh htherto 7 (that s,
‘and I work ' So the Sovior spole Whent 1Lhis blessed
ones were upon the earth, thev were his assislants and
Inborers for one another. They were * farthinl in o a few
1things ’ here, 1n heasen they "placed over wany
things.’ They do not lare and dorse aud Datter the
shining hours away. JTake thelr Creator, they work un-
unceasingly—worshupping TTon sath neser-ending hosant,s
of praise, and—being still hourdd to us by a bhond of af-
fection—loving us and praying for us with a greater
power than when they were clothed 1 the unperfections
of the flesh.

A (Gallant Officer

One of the most daching and determined aofficers  in
the Dritish army is Major Poul Aloysms Kenna, V O
He is o Catholie, a nephew of Cardinal Moran, aod an
ex-pupil of the great Jesuit. College of Stonyhurst  le
is at present with the Dritish troops n Somaliland, and
his  permunent address there 1s nherever the toughest

unecasinglyy

ore

fighting has to be done, and reckless gallantry is the or-
der of the day. His name has been conspicuocusly before
the British public for some time past for the extraordi-
nary skill and daring with which, on several occasions,
he has rescued the British troops from positions of great
and pressing danger. ‘ His name,’” says ‘ T.A.T.,” a new
London weekly, *is s houschold word in India as that
of the most accomplished sportsman the British army
has recently produced ; while here, there, and every-
where where the annals of the army make their way he
is celebrated as a gallant and brilliant soldier. His
Victoria Cross was galiantly earned, as was ihe Royal
Humane Society's certificate for life-saving in the
Liffey in 1895, That was the most eventful, the hap-
piest, and the saddest year of his life. He married, and
lost by death, within a few months, the daughter of the
Earl of Abingdon. Since then he has worked hard to
obliterate gnawing sorrow, and has engaged in & thou-
sand hazardous enterprises, in pursuit of savage ani-
mals, in the hunting and polo field, in the racing saddle,
and on the battlefield. Hiz most recent exploits in
Somaliland keep fresh in mind his notable soldierly qual-
ities.’

Rotten Sticks

The assailant whose sole weapon is a rotten stick
must be thankful if he comes out of the tussle with
nolhing worse than a pair of black cyes and a new seot
of phrenological bumps. Now, the rotter stick is the
cumtomary argument of the more aggressive Protestant
controversialist against the Catholic Church. Over and
over again our columns have demonstrated that garbled
extracts, misquotations, and even downright forgeries
form the staple of the usual attacks upon the Catholic
Church. Some weeks ago the * BDombay Catholic Exami-
ner ' exploded a hoax-letter which the ‘ Friend of Mala-
bar ' had with an intolerable deal of parade and drum-
beating, falsely attributed to Pope Julius III. In the
course of its remarks, ocur valued Bombay contemporary
cmphasises & pont to which forcible reference has been
made by us from time to time both in cur own columns
and in those of the secular press.

*

‘ The editor of the * Malabar Friend " ’; says the
‘ Examiner,” ‘ seems to be entirely in good faith about
the matter, That is in one way a good thing; but in
another that is just the worst of it. 7The I'rotestant
journalist is victimised bv the second or f(ifth-hand
sources he uses, and hoe hos no idea how rotestant con-
troversialist hiterature 18 just as  badly honeycombed—
Literally rmddled—with false and garbled quotations and
groundless canards, as @ pine plank 13 honeycombed and
riddled waith white ants. As roon as you open 1L up and
look 1nside vou find it a hollow shell  We have been en-
paged 1 opeming 1t out for sonle years now ; and so
myariable 1= the result that one can  prophesy before-
hand about at, just as we can calculate an cehpwe. There
seems 1o he o sort of fatalhity about 1t. Tdhere e plenty
ol nasty things to be said about Catholie affans which
ate trune—as 1s natural wherever huwinan bemgs are con-
corned . and f these are mought forward they cannot be
demed, but only explaned or put in a reasonable hight,
or condewmmned by us as they are condemuned by them It
it seems as if Protestants mever can get a prip of  Lhe
moper story. Themr feet alwavs follow thewr hands in
one way or another. They alwaxs take hold of w false
story Instead of a true once 1llence controversy as a
ritle resolves 1wself into a sort of hunt, with a hoax at

the emtl of 1t The constantly repealed publication of
these Dbogus charges must be recognised by ail  honest
en as thiowing dust in the eyes of the publie A Pro-

teslant may s«till think that the Cathohie Church dos
not treal the Bble faicly or accordimg to 1ts merits, Dutl
i1 50, he surely wishes to base his position on fudts, not
on fictiong  Yet there is hardly a Protesiant controver-
sialist who exercises the least discretion as to the data
he asvers ; and 1 almost every case there i3 a manifest
falsity erther in the evidence or 1n the interpretation of
1t We have rnot the least dishke for secing o case made
out agiunst us provided it 1s true and fair. We can
aceept the facts and explain ourseives to the best of our
ability, Tut m the name of truth and fairness we do
protest against the sort of thing which usually comes
our wiy , and we are sure that if our * Friend of Mala-
har ** realised the situation a little hetter he would be-
gin to protest as loudly as we do.’
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