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The Stoke Crplanage.

—

We beg to acknowledge the follewicg sums entrusted to us
for the Stoke Orphanage :—

£ e 4

Previously arknowledged ... 7111 ¢
Mr. P, McUarthy (Mountaincer Hotel,

Quseonatown) 2 00

Mr, M1, Charles (Lismore) ... i 0o

Mr, G. O'Reilly (Waverley) .., . 2 6

In addition to the subseripiions received by us and
publizhed in our columns, the fallowing donations for
the Stoke Orphanage Fund are'hereby Lhankiully acknow-
ledged by the Raev. George Mahony, S.M., Nelson (—

Westport Band Concert, £6 4s 7d: Mrs. Beech
({Ohariu), £6 ; Monsignor O'Reilly (Thames), £5; Mrs,
Hughes (Nelson), £5; Leaper Bros. (Nelson), £4; Nel-
son Rugby Union, £3; Mr. Sidney Hayward (ex-pupil),
£3: Father Goggan (Leeston), £2 23 ; Mrg, Wells (Wel-
lington), £1 ; Mr. Hall(Nelson), £1 ; Mr. John Kirkpat-
rick (Stratford}, £1; Mrs. C. XKpapp (Nelson), 10s;
smaller amounta, 78 6d.

In addition to the amounts already acknowledged the
following in smaller sums have been received from Nel-
son, 158 6d ; Wellington, 5s; Masterion, £8 12s 9d.

The sufierers by the disastrous fire thank most gin-
ecorely the above gemerous donors. There iz still a large
sum required, and the Orphans feel confident that their
friends throughout the Colenies will rally round them
and give them 1means to re-erect as soon as possible
their New Orphanage. .

{To be continued.)

IN MEMORIAM,

QuiNr.—In loving remembrance of our dear father, Patrick
Quinn, who deperted this life on 15th July, 1891, st Arabura,
Westland.—R.L P, .

Ineerted by A, Quirn and family, Wellington,

* To promols the cause of Religion and Justice by the ways;
of Truth and Peace)
LEO XIIT to the N.Z TABLET.
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HEN o former Earl of Argyle was executing a
P masterly tetrest beforse MonTROSE, he realised
that tliere sre oncasiors on which one pair of
legs i3 worth two pair of hands. For a
retreat from an untenable position may be,
and often i3, like XENOPHON'S, a gallant feat
of arms; and In politics, as in war, an
honorable defeat is preferable to a dishonor-
able victory which, like that of Chacrones, is * fatalto liberty.’
There is at present before our House of Representatives a
Bill which, if it shonlt ever find its way upon the statute-
book, would be a serious blow to the liberties which
Cutholics, Jews, and other religions minorities at present
enjoy under the free Constitution of New Zealand. We
refer to the Bill ‘intituled an Act to provide for taking a
Poll of the Elec:ors on the Question of giving Uible Lessons
in the Publie Schools of the Colony.” 'This Biil is a brazen
assertion of the princip'c whizh lies at the root of religions
persecution—namely, the principle of decidiug religious
-questions and matters of creed and conscience by the brate
furce of a majority vote. The Bill has been apuly described
us * a subterfoge for pol tical cowardice,! 1t i3, we believe,
the first time thut such a principle of government has ever
been mooted in our legislative Chambers. We earnestly
trust that it will be the last, and that this vicious and dan-
*gerous Bill will speedily meet, not its Chwmrones, bat its
Marathon, on the floor of our Honse of Representatives.
Briefly, the Bill proposes to .ake, on the second Tharsday of
March, 1904, a plebiscite on these two issnes : * I vote for

Bible lessons in public scheols,” and ¢ I vote agnirisi Bible;”
lessons in public schools.' It provides that * Bible leskona '
shall include ¢ simple literary, histarical, and ethical explana~
tions,’ with & conscience clause in favor of teachers and of
children whose parents object.

L J

We may here uscfully repeat what has so often found::
expression in our editorial columns: ¢ We Catholi¢s do 5ot
object to & s{atem of education because it is religions, [t is-.
equally neediess to say that we are not oppused to denomina~
tional sehools having the Bible read nm?ua tanght in -them.
We teach it in onr own schools, under proper direction snd”
with judicions selection, and we wish that a knowledge of its -
truths conld be imparted, under due supervision, to every.
child, Protestant, Jewish, and Catholic, in the Colony, .
But we do object to Bible lessons in schools of mixed
religion. We hold that the Bible is the depositary, not the :
organ, of GOD'S revelation to man. We hold that, there-
fore, it requires an interpreter; and we hold that the
Church, through its representatives, is the divinely don-
stituted interpreter or organ of revealed truth. We hold,
too, that dogmatic trath is the basis both of faith and .of
morality. Oar position is, therefore, wholly irreconcileable
with that which is taken up by rationalists and agnostics,
who abjure dogmatic trath and reject the Bible as the,
depositary of revelation, and by Protestants, who reject the:
living authority of the Catholic Church and adopt, instead,
%sriousi methods of private interpretation of the Sacred

ord.

Ag to the plebescite or Referendum Bill iteeif: It is
ansound and dangerovs in prineiple ; and, in the issuea
which it proposes to lay before the electors, there lurk a
trickery and disingenuousness that are deserving of the
strongest reprobation. We readily acknowledge that there
are questions for the decision of which the Referendom
may be a political expedient of great value. Buch are
questions on which the average elector is competent to
s fair and unbiassed judgment. But there are om
which are empliaticalty not of the submittable kind, Such,
for instance, are, in mixed communities, all religious
questions, questions affecting the natural rights of
minorities, and all matters on which sectarian, racml,
or political passion has heen, or is likely to be,
aroused to a degree that may clond the issues and
prevent a ealm and jost verdict. Now the yuestion of
Bible-in-schools is a religious question. It is also, unfor-
tunately, one in which the demon of sectarian strife has
already shown his tail and cloven hoof. It, moreover,
directly affects the rights of conscience of minorities. It is,
therefore, not one on which the majority of the electors of
the Colony have any right or tille whatever to dictate to the
minority,  Under our Constitution there is no State
Church. The religious rights of all are equal. No one
creed has Lhe right to destermine or dictate what form of
religion shall be taught in our public schools. No nggre-
gate of denominations has authority to do so. Bunt the
proposal contained in the Bill, with its provision for
‘ethical” or moral instruction, is nothing less than an
attempt, by the representatives of half-a-dozen discordant
denominations, Lo create & new State creed, to have it
eramtmned into the brain-boxes of the rising generation at
thej general taxpayers’ expense, and to change the public
school system from free, compulsory, and agnostic into free,
compulsory, and Unitarian.

-

It was asserted by the aunthors of the new State creed
that they had definite and specific propesals to go before
the country. Butthe two bare alternatives that are print-
ed in the schedule are ambignous to a degree ans are
highly calculated, and apparently directly intended, to con-
fuse the issne and to entrap the incantions voter into agree-
ment with proposals that do not appear on the ballot-paper,
The issucs of the Keferendum appear, in fact, to be stated
in termns of siudied ambiguity. They are a paltry and con-
temptible sophism. Take, for instance, (1) the word
*Bible.! No hint is given, no mention made, that the
¢ Bible’ referred to in the Bill is & sectariun and admitted
incorrect version of the Scriptures. King James’s Bible is
the book which the anthors of the new compromise-creed
propose to force upon our public schools, And to Cath-
olics and the vast majority of Christians in the world, King’
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