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The étoke Orphanage.

We beg to acknowledge the following snma entruated to ms
for the Stoke Orphanage :(—

£ s 4,
Previously socknowledged ... 66 19 0
Mr. J, MeQuilkin (Willoughby) 1 10
Mr. John Fox (Studholme Jaunotion) ... 1 10
Mr. John Hall (Riverton) ... 1 00
Mr, William Norris (Charleston) . 1 00
A Friend (Sonthland) 010 0 ==~

¢ To promols the causs of Religion and Justice by the ways,
of Truth and Peace.’

LEO XIIL to the N.Z. TABLET.
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THE POPE

2?2 8 these lines are passing under the cylinders of
the printing press Leo XIIL is in the arena
wrestling with Death. The world, by proxy,
is looking on, with a keen and sympathetic
interest for the great and good Old Mar who
bears npon his infirm and weary shoulders the
weight of ninety and three years, who in his
day has done wonderful things for the Church
of which he 1s the Visible Head, who is the friend of
humanity and one of the most remarkable of the long line
of Pentiffs that have sat in the Chair of 8t. Perer. He
feels that his journey into eternity is pear at hand. Bui
his loving Catholic children all over the world cling prayer-
fully to the hope that his almost incredible vitality, coupled
with the noted longevity of his family, may yet see him the
victor in this wrestling bout with Death and stave off, for
yeb a time, the day when the “good grey head whom all
men know’ mast rise from the pillow no more.
*

It is better, according to OLIVER WENDELL HOLMES, to
be ninety years young than forty years old. LEo's four-
score-and-ten and more were, so far as the mind—ihbe better
part—was concerned, a hale, green middle age. He has
thus far divided with Prus IX, fifty five years of the nine-
teenth century—the two longest consecutive reigns in all
the bistory of the Koman See, 8ix pontificates covered the
nineteenth ccntury. There were eight in the eighteenth,
snd in the seventecnth twelve, They were dark and evil
days for the Chuorch when Lko XIII came o the papal
throne in 1878, He was like his predecessor, a prisoner in
his own paluce; the Kternal City was lost to the Papacy
through force and fraud ; the wsurper lorded it occupied its
streets ; his poldiers stood under arms and manoeunvred
before the Vatican portals ; and the voice and the hand of
the world was raised against the occupant of the Apostolic
See. But before many years had passed, Brsyanck —the
man of all others that was a synonym for iron sirength in
Enrope—was worsted in a memorable conflict with ¢ Rome.’
The Church, under Lzo's guidance, emerged from the con-
flict withous the scar of wovnds; and there has been no
period of her history since the great religious revolution of
the sixteenth century in which the Papal office has been
beld in such world-wide respect and honor. All this, and
much more, has been the work of the good old Pontiff who
now lies waiting for the end. Jomy BovLk O’REILLY says
in one of hig poems :—

' Qreat men grow greater by the lapss of time ;
We know those lenst whom we have seen the latest.
Tn due course Lmo XI1iI will find his due place in the
perspective of hisiory, and will probably share with another
lustrious Pontiff of his name the title of * Great.’

In Gop’s good time Lro’s soul must flit. The Pa
dies. Bat the Papacy hveson. It knows neither decrepit@gg
nor decay. PoNce pE Lgox aought in Florida the marvel-
lous foundation of perpetnal youth—and died there with
the waters undiscovered and an Indian arrow in his heart.
The Church’s waters of youth come from a higher Source
tLan that of earth. Her marvellous vitality has been the
theme of many an unfriendly pen. MACAULAY'S words
have been often quoted. But the following sentéppen
therefrom will, in the present circumstances, bear reppti-
tion :—¢The proudest royal houses,’ says MACAULAY, “dre
bat. of yesterday when compared with the line of Rapréme
Pontiffs, ~ That line we trace back in an upbro¥en
seried from the Pope who crowned NarorEox -pin
the nineteenth century to the Pope who crowned
PgpIN in the eighth; and far beyond the time of
PEPIN the august dynasty extenda till it is Jost 'in"the
twilight of fable. The Republic of Venice came pexh;in
antiguity. But the Republic of Venice wns modern
wher compared with the Papacy ; and the Republic of Venice
is gone, and the Papacy remains. The Papacy rembins,
not in decay, not 8 mere antique, but full of life and youth-
ful vigor. . Nor de we see any sign which indicates
that the term of her long dominion is approaching. She
saw the commencement of all governments and of all
ecclesiastical establishments that now exist in the world,
and we feel no assurance that she is not destined to sep the
end of them all. She was great and respected before the
Raxon had set foot on Britain—before the Frank had passed
the Rhine—when Grecian eloguence still flonrished at
Antioch—when idols were still worshipped in the temple of
Mecca ; and she may atill exist in undiminished vigor when
some traveller from New Zealand shall, in the midst of a
vast solitude, take his stand on a broken arch of London
Bridge to sketch the ruins of 8t. Pavwn's.

A Good Suggestion

‘It is o genuine pleasure,” writes a thoughtful North
Island subscriber, ‘' to see the way in which the ** Tab-
let ™ lets the light of day inlo the ridiculous stories
that wie curculated from time to time by the secular
papers against the good name of the Catholic Chureh.’
Our correspondent then goes on to suggest that a sys-
tematic and united cffort should be made to bring such
refutations well before the public, to disseminate apolo-
gelic hiterature, and, generally. to advance the interests
of Catholic truth throughout the Colony : In other
words, he advocates a real, live Cathohe Truth Society,
with local headquarters m ecach of the four great centres
of population.

A Good Wish

Elsewhere in our leading columns of this date wa
have relerred 1o the manner in which Pope Leo  XTIIL,
by his kindly heart and noble lue and work, broke down
the barriers of prejudice and won the respect and esteem
cven of those outside his Fold. One of a thousand
happy instances of this kind was furnished by the ‘ In-
dependent,” a leading American  Protestant paper. On
the occasion of his diamond jubilee, it published a high
encomimmr of his life and labors, and conciuded with
the following words : ° The Catholic Chureh is now more
free, more progressive, more sympathetic for his infiluence
over it, and TProtestonts can accept hig benediction and
bestow their benediction upon him and say : * Long live
Leo XIII * 7

The Fiji Inquiry

In owr issuc of June 18 we dealt at some length with
the comedy of ' inquury ' which a Methodist Commission
ol three had performed n F1)i in connection with the
controversies that have bheen raging there. Their re-
port (a5 wo pointed out) made rt clear that the Com-
missioners (two clergymen and a layman) had admitted
cvidence of only one kind—namely, that which seemed to
sustain the attitude taken up with such unscemly haste
by the Methodist Uonference in Sydney--and that they
avolded coming into contact with any part of the mass
af published, direct, consistent, and overwhelming- testi-
mony which places the action of the Catholic party ina
favorable light.

RIDE "ANGLO SPECIAL” CYCLES.



