4 'NEW ZEALAND TABLET

[Thareday, June 25, 1908

ALLEGED BIBLE BURNING IN FLJI

—_———————

COMMENTS ON THE ‘REPORT’ BY A
FIJIAN RESIDENT

The alleged Bible-burning in Fiji (says the Sydney
" Freeman’s Journul ') was so thoroughly explained at
the tume, and the madont was o compaetely elegated
to the dust-lun of things forgotten, thut the report of
the three ! Commissioners ' deputed to myunte nto
charges which somchow had musined at the proper mo-
ment came upon a public already convineud 1hat there
was no “uala fides " on the Cathdlic side. Al dhe same
the report was given prominent publicity 1n the * 8. M,
Herald * and ‘ Daily Telegraph ' ol the 5th mstant. The
report, which was signed by the e George Brown, the
Rev George Lane, and the Hon William Hobsen, M L.C.,
was presented 1o o meeting of the Methodist Board of
Missions 1n Sydney, und reserved for discussion  at o
subsenuent mecting, The report, though it labors to
explain away both the wholesale Namos: consersions to
tatholicism, und to fix the alleged Naihhl Lible-hurmng
as an act of wanton insult to Protestant sentiment, 18
not by any mwuans the lermidable document one might
expect as the confirmation of eharges tormulated for the
Methodist wmeetings of a few months back, Moreover,
1t will be observed that the Catholic Governor of Fijpoas
yuite a dillerent sort of personage to the one pauinted by
his detractors at the various Methodi<t conterences whitch
a 1ew months ago attempted to ' damn him to tame ’

Mr. James 13 Turner, i a letter to the Sy dney
* Morning Herald,” deals as follows with the ° report ' of
the Methodist special commission referred to in the last
issue of the ' N 7. Tabhlet * :

‘I hatve read the veport of the Methodist, special
commnlission re the buwng of DBibles Ly the Rolsan
Catholics 11 Fip, and would hke to say o few words
thereon. The report commences thus:; * L. That the
perversion at Namosi was n no wav the reswlt of re-
hgious conviction onr the part of the people in favor of
Roman Catholicism, but was caused by the political dis-
satisfaction and anger of the chiel ™ This assertion is
a direct ackpnowledgment that Wesleyamism in i1, or
at all events 1n the lwrge and important  district of
Namosi is g faslure , for what does 1t disclose ? that he-
cause the chiel of the <distiict was dissatisfied with the
Crown colony of a severe tvpe fo1m of Gosernment as at
present cxXisting, amd desnes that the islands should be
annexed 10 New Zealand  the whole of s tribe aban-
doned the religion they had followed for many Mears
past and embraced the Rowan Catholic religioan  loes
not this fact prove that sehgion m I)i amongst the
Fijtans 15 just

About * Shin Deep ? '’

The perversion at Namosi is notl the only one on record.
A tew vears ago the natives in the Viria district seceded
from Weslesanism and went back to heathenism-— - kat
tevero 7 (they were termed 1 Enehsh ' devils "7y It
was during war tune the seceding took place, and wfter
they had heen deteated they Lecame Wesley ans apain, he-
cause then conquerors were Weslevans

‘Tarapraph No 2 ol the 1epoit may or may not be
true. but 1T would asl the (ummms=ion on what authority
thes base therr assertions (ontaned 1o thos paragiaph |
do not believe one word of 1, and the majority ¢l ul-
biassed people m Iy oare of the sane mund as myself

(The jollowing 1s the paragraph referred 1o above —
Ed N Z.T “That the Roman Cathelic priests took ad-
vantage of this pohtical disaffection and the foderation
agitation with the specions promuses made to the chief
and his people by 1ls udvocales to periert the people Lo
Roman Catholicisin 7)

“In paragraph 3 the priests are accused of taking
unjustifiable possession of Methodist church premises 1f
these said prenuses belonged to the Wesleyan nisson,
and were illegally taken possession of by the priests, there
18 2 law court in Fin that would speedily have remedied
the matter The truth appears to he thig - The premwises
beltonged to the people, and when the said veople  em-
braced the Cathohe farth they disposed of the premises
as thev thonght fit to do  And the same may be sard
regarding the colleeting of the Dibles, s referrved to an
clause 4 °

(In ¢lause 4 the eonnnissioners state that * the Thhles
bought, used. apd prived bv the people were systeniati-
vally cotlected and brought ta the priests who publicly
took them from the people, giving them rosaries in on-
change as a =10 of  therr admission into the Lomuan
Catholie Church, and promncng themn Lloman Catholie
hooks mstead '—Fd ‘N ZT")

' The Ihbles beloneed to the people Thev individ-
ually bought and pard for theny (I have one i ny pos-
gession in which the owner has written that he had paid
one shilling for 1), and they certainly had an owher’s
right to giwve them  to the priests And what more
reasonable that they should da so, to show that thoy
were carnest in abandoning Weslevamsm and hecoming
Roman Catholies ? Theyv pate up the hools they had
purchased and paid for, and, which, in the words of the
repart. they prized, to be 1eplaced with books of 1her
new fairh Taragraph 5 deals with the tearing ap of
some of the Bibles on the wav irom Namosi to Nwlilil
And Mr Swavne e sard to have made an official repart
to the Covernment on the matter Welll a1 the Tables
were torn up and thrown mmlo the 1iver. then, in addi-
tion to " Table-horming 1 Fi,'' there had heen ** Thhle-
drowning in Itip - T. for one noeer heard of this
 Bible-howning ' 411 T aead of 1L m ihe report of the

commissioners, as published in your issue of Jung 5, I
wohld ask the comunissioners did either of them read My
Swayne’s oflicial report, and, supposing it is true that
portions of the Bibles were found floating in the Rewa
River, what proof is there that the priests threw same
%Jnt.o the river, or anywhere else v Might they not have
een

Thrown into the River by their Owners ?

: Paragraph 6 deals with the burning of the Bibles
at Naililili, and the cominission has affirmed that Mr
Burn=' published report, *f excepting one important par-
ticular,” 1s correct. I have not Alr. Durns’ report on
hand, but if T remember correctly, it was stated therein
that a large number of BDibles, about 150, had been
publicly thurned 1in a limekiln at Naililili. Father Rou-
gler publicly denied this, and explained that it was only
the dirty fragmenis of Bibles that were burned along
with other ‘ sacred ”’ rubbish. He stated that it was
the practice ol the priests to destroy by fire ail worn-
out or dirty articles connected with their church, and
this in preference to getting vid of same by some more
unworthy way. As a prool that it was only the very
dirty and damaged portions of the Dibles that were
burnt, the commission produced along with the report
'“sowe samples ' of the Testaments recovered from the
Bible-burning at Naililili. These, as may be seen, are
nol tattered ar fragmentary, hut ‘* are complate and in
vood order,” ete., ete, Just so, if thev had been dirty
or tattered they would have been burnt, and not put on
one side on the logs close to the kiln by Lhe persong do-
myr the burning , and, allowing that the covers had been
" recently viclentlv "' torn awav, who was it that did
the act of tearing off the covers ? Further, I have in
ny possession a number of the Bibles said to have been
bwarnt.  Deing a curio collector 1n g small way I wished
to obtain one of the Bibles to add to my collection, and
I mtimated to Father Rougier my desire. He replied by
sending me o baskel full, stating in a note that the
hooks sent me were considered ' too good ** to be burnt
and asking me to imagine what those burnt were like,
Some of these books had seen eight vears’' service with
their owners, and

They were all Horribly Dirty.

" The letter of the Rev. A. Small that appeared in
the press in Iu)i, the same letter being published in the
Sydney press, was considered a ' back down’' on the
part of the Weslevan mission in I'iji. and in the Austra-
ilan colonies. 'The Governot of Fi)i had been mentioned
in connection with the secession of the Namosi natives
tthe Governor is a Roman Catholic), the Bible-burning
incident had been magmfied to such an alarming extent,
and amongst other exaggerations a rising of the Fijians
was ~aid to he probahle, and the advisability of the re-
moval of our Governor was being hinteéd at. The white
residents of the colony, apprehending that harm might,
possibly result if ithese exaggerated stutements were not
contradicted, were taking steps to disprove  the same,
when the Rev Mr Small’s letter appeared in both the
papers Dublished 1n Susa That letter was at once
cabled 1o 1he press an Ssdnev by the vost infleential
citizens of Suva, not one of whom cared a4 jut whether
the Tipans are Wesleyans, Jews, or Roman Catholies,
or whether the Governor is a Jew, or Wedeyan, or
Noman €Catholic, so long as the affars of the colony
are C‘&'I‘]’l(‘d. on i a famr businesshihe manner to its ad-
yvancement

‘ As regardmeg paragraph 9 (which reads as follows -
“ Trom the evidenee berore us we are compelled to con-
clude that at later stages in connection with the DNeTVer-
ston of Namosi the Governor's name was immproperly
usced tor the purpose o influencing those of the people
who were warering to voun the Roman Catholic Church.’’
—Ed ‘NZTH"H I will ask the commission how and
from where has it dernved 1ts mformation suflicient to
warrant the assertion therein contmined I would re-
mind the commission of {he old legal maxim, that

" Assertion 1s not Proof '’

The many asscrtions made in the report should be cap-
able of bemg proved correct by unblugssed proof, and I
claim that information ohtained from Wesleyvan mihisters
and Weslevan Fipans is not unbiassed There are hun-
dreds of people m Fipn o that could have given valuable
unblassed information to the comnission, but as far as
iocould learn trom the 1Ton W Robson and the Rev. J.
lane, the persons who could have given unbingsed infor-
mation concerniiig this * storm in the teapot ' burning
Ihbles 1nendent were not wvited to do so In conclu-
ston, T will suv that ne ' Bible-huwinine " as cabled from
I 1o Saydnev, ever took place ; that the white settlers
o Fip wall not allow the Weslevan mission to dictate
as to what relimion their Governor <hall he ; that a re-
hertous paper wartare between Catholics and Weslevans,
as evistimiy in New South Wales, will never be tolerated
m Fin . ard that any as<ertions T have made herein I
can prove to the satisfaction of anv vensonable man.’

PHYSICIANS AGRER that every disease witbh which
suffering humamty is afllicted is certainly due to the ne-
glect of some trivial trouble, which ould have hesn ena-
ily cured if a remedy had heen applied in time. Most
complninty make their early appeanance in the shape of
Affections of the Threat and Lungs, and what is required
in the initial stage is a preparation that will ar-
rest  the development of gerious trouble. TUSSICTURA
has proved its efficacy in this respect in thousanrds of
cases throuehoui the Iength and breadth of the Colony.
and for this reason its repmtation is widespread and
dajlv increasing. Price, 28 6d per hottle. Obtainablg
from all Chemists and Storekespers.—s*e

RIDE "ANGLO SPECIAL” CYCLES.



