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the DBuigarian atrocities. Mr. Gladstone made the
summer air vibrate with tingling and impassioned
specches ; he poured letters lhike torrents of hot-shot into
the newspapers; * he darkened the sky,” as one of his
biographers says, ‘ with controveisial post-cards ’; he
indicted the Ministry for their support of the Turkish
Government ; and for four yemis he sustained the anti-
Turkish campaign with such passionate enthusiasm that
in 1880 the Tories were thrown out and the Liberals
wele relunied Lo power with an ovawhiming majority.
In the meantime Russia had also been through a
paroxysm of holy rage over the Bulgarian atrocities. 1n
1877 she declared war against the unspeakable Turk,
and at its close Bulgaria became an independent State.
*

Mark Twain’s ‘ Pudd'nhead Wilson ' invented a hun-
dred maxims of wisdom., MHe did not, howewver, learn
them from  practice, but from ohservation. * To be
good,” said he, *is noble, but to show others how (o be
good is nobler, and is no troulle ' It is c¢ven =0 with
Russia. She prodded a lesson of humanity into Turkey
with the pomt of a triangular bayoenet , she drove * the
Sick Man * (for the moment) up to high moinl alti-
tudes with the gentle suasion of shrapnel shell and hy-
podermic injections of lead. But like DPudd’nhead Wilson
Russia found it nobler to teach humanity to the ‘Ilarks
than to practise it heisell upon the Jews and Catholie
Poles that have the dite misfortune to live within her
borders. Lovers ol popular liberty looked for a new
era of tolerance and ipnlernal peace when Tsar Nicholas
1I. issued hus manifesto a few years ago. IDut the pom-
pous document was specdilv folloned by the crushing of
the liberties of Iinland under the heels of a ruthless
military tyranny. This was succeeded by the heartless
expulsion of unoflfending Jews fromn Kielf. And now
General DBobrikofi—the military tyrant who dragooned
the gallant little FPinns—has been appoinied to lord it
with his legioens in Kiefl; a f{fresh posecution is
announced for the half-millien of aflicted Jews 1 the
Ukraine ; and fresh massacres of those law-adbnding and
sorcly-tried people have made the naume of Kishuneff o
name of horror hike that of Mullaghmast., The reports
published in the great London dailies give termble pae-
tures of the work of the infuriated mobs of anti-Semites
As stated in our last 1ssue, the pretext for these atroci-
ties  was  the fanuliar old caluniny of ritual murder.
Plunder und racial hate were the regl! motives. An un-
friendly  Russian tribunal showed how groundless 1he
accusation  was  But  anti-Jewish, Like anti-Catholic,
prejudice does not histen 1o evidence It has neither a
head to think nor & heart to feel  * YWhen it moves, it isn
wrath : when it panses, 1t s ainidst rum © Emoenomed
and inflammatory articles appeared m the anti-Semite
paper, the * Dessarabelz,” of Koshineff  The attention of
the c1vil authorites was called to the dangerous char-
acler o1 those shrichaing appeals to the worst  passions
o! the Russian mob  But noe steps were tohen te inter-
fere with their publication  In the circumstances, the
actien of the Hussian authonities was datwally regar-
ded as o condonation of, or encomagement Lo, violence
against a people who were already placed, i efivet,
outside the protection of the law,

*

About one-third of the Kishinefl population of some
140 000 souls are Jews, Organsed gangs ot rullinns set
upon them, arowd with small hatcehels, heavy elubs, and
stones  [hiring the two dayvs the mots lasted some 2000
shops nere looted, properiy to the value ol several nol-
lion roubles (of 23 1od each) was santonly destroyed,
looting  was  conducted n systematic and wholesale
fashion, the Synagogues were dehled, the Sacred Tinehs
in them torn to preces, whole streets were covererd with
wrechage and deliris women nere outraged and  mur-
dered, children were hraimned and thronwun out of second
or third storey wimindows, G0 to 70 Jews were slaan out-
right and the bodies of many uf them horribly  muti-
Jated, 500 were wounded, and several thousands of the
unhappy people  were left nithout food, clothong, or
chelter  The detmils resemble, 1 manv respects,  thowe
that marked the hrantic Orange satmrnalian that turned
the astonished eves of the vihiced world upon Belfast
1 1836 The  suthorities at koshineff seem to hasve
Lehaved with the wost cnomrnal rnesligence o partrality
*A Lmpe mnbtary torce of all arms,” says the  London
CThames,” ‘s gquattennd an the ety el 10 was not until
the massacre had lasted o whole day that eflicient steps
were tuken to put a stop to 1t Reuter gives the Gnish-

ing touch to the sickening picture by reporting that
“even officials in their uniforms' toock part in the
massacre. It is sald that the Governor and other
functionaries have been deprived of office for their re-
missness. They ought to have been deprived of the free
enjoyment of their heads as well. Local non-Jewish cor-
respondents of the ' Nowosti ' rightly lay the blame of
ail Lhis foul and wanton savagery at the door of the
editor of the * Dessarabetz.’ * HEveryone here,' they say,
*Ia convinced that the outrages are the outcome of the
propaganda of ihe editor of the ' Bessarabetz,” for
uniil these unhappy occurrences the Jews lived in the
utmost harmony with the Christian population.' The
whole of this shocking story of plunder, outrage, murder,
and mutilation gives a fresh point to Napoleon's famous
saying : ' Scratch a Russian, and you will ind a
Tartar.” Russian ‘ humanity,’ at any rate, seems to be
reserved for export, and not for home use. And the
nations that raved and stormed over the atrocities in
Bulgaria and Armenia are as mute as dumb dogs. Which
goes to prove that in this world there is one law for
the big bully and another for the small.

A Breeze in Palmerston North

A certain Presbyterian elergyman has been ‘' tearing
aronnd  considerable  up Palmerston North way. This
latest * ruction ' ts all about the new Bible-in-schools
scheme, and in the columns of the local daily he has
“lit out ' against gpponents, all and sundry, in a way
that is vastly more suggestive of muscular energy than
of bram-metal. When resident in Dunedin, this clergy-
man’s not infrequent controversies in the local papers
were by no means characteristic of the amecenities of the
‘ Polite Letter Writer.” Neither are his contributions to
our Yalmerston contemporary cxamples of sweetness and
Light. Te made a rough and whelly unprovoked attack
of the mud-voicano kind, on Catholics—flinging at them
throughout the offensive theological slang-word * Roman-
ists,” o term that well-bred people nowadays agree to
leare to Orange lodges and farthing-candle controver-
stalists. The attempt to ring ihe demon of sectarian
passien  into  the Bible-in-schools contioversy signally
failed  Such failures go to make up the happiness of
Iife Several non-Cathohe correspondents—ineluding  a
Protestant elergyman  who s president of the loeal
Tible-in-schools  associat‘on, of which this  Scottish
clerie  is  secretary——wrote strong and manly protests
against * his uncalled-for and unfar attack on Iioman
Catholics * Father Tyvimons zalso adnmimstered to  him
a digmfied  and good-tempered rebuke The air ol
Palmerston North 1s clearly choke-damp for religious
strife. And T'almerston North is (o be congraiulated on
the fact

‘

*

Catholics arve pamfully familiar with these gratuitous,
Dervish-raush 7 attacks Dr Starbuck, a  distinguished
Anterican  Protestant  writer and divine, sayvs of them
that they 'vasily iake the place of knowledge, of culti-
vation, of good manncers, ot dehiberation 1m statement,
of justice, of charmty, and of all other reguirements
usually supposed to beseem a minister ol the Gospel.’
The staple of the Palmerston attack consists of alleped
“lact? and Cargument ' The ‘argumient ' is chiefly
fallucy. The ' fact ' is for the most part evolved out of
the mper consciolsness of the writer. Here, for nstance,
15w omld sample * argument '—it is In s way a gem
of  purest 1ay  serene : CThe Bable has been read for
nany a year in the puhlic sehoels of Germany, Holland,
Denmark, Norway, Sweden, Seotland, the Board schools
of England, Canada, and nearly all the United Stiates
of America . . It 15 1n the few countries where the
Tubie 15 excluded from the schools that there is unrest
and agitation, as n Victorin and New Zealand.’ The
swerping stateinent 1 the Orst sentence Just quoted re-
quires serious guahification  But, for the moment, ot
that pass. The inference 15 that ‘wnrest and agitation ’
would cease mn New Yealand, and the peace of Nirvana
settle down upon the land, if the Government would
only put on a white ‘ cheber,” relieve IMotestant clergy-
men ol the duty ol mnparting religious nstruction to
the young, turn anto the established religion  of  the
country o new (Unitarian) scet hatched out by six
other sects, and compel the whole peopie {o pay for the
teaching ot 1ts tenets 1n our publie schools,  The  six
denonunations—or, rather, parts of six denominationg—
that fatheied lhis proposed Stale 1eligion arve by no
Means unanmuous on ithe subject. When they have
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