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MESSAGE OF POPE

LEO XIII. TO THE N.Z. TABLET,

Pergant Directores et Scriptores New Zealand Tablet, Apostolica Benedictione eonfortati
Religionis et Justitise causam promovere per vias Veritatis et Pacs. '

Die 4 Aprilis, 1900.

LEQO XIII.,, P.M.

TRANSLATION.—Fortified by the Apostolic Blessing, lef the Divectors and Whriters of the New Zealand Tablet
continue to promote the couse of Reltrrion and Fustice by the ways of Truth and Peace.

April 4, 1goo.

LEG X!I, Pipe

- Current Topics

The Great Land Bill
“And one by one 1n turn, some grand mistake
Casts off 1ts hrght skan aealy, hke the spake”
The * gropd mistake ” ot the Dritsh Government an fie-
land was the substitution of the wudal e the old dlen
svstem of land tenure an Ireland miter the dasvs o the
Violated Treaty of Limerich  That great blouder -0 m
19 fervently desned. to he remoedied by e woeat Land
it which brings mwore ol hape 1or the wost distressil
country than any mcasure which hios bean tabled «iee
the cennection hetween (> tweo connives legan v
seven centuries ago. At plesent 1t is, so to speah, upon
the anvil o1 the House and 15 hemng battered and :haped
bv the sledge-hamner of discussion  What 1ts Gnal form
will be nobody Lut w prophet or the son ol a prophet
can at present say., One point of vital amportanee has
however, heen sccuted  AMr. Windham's proposal lor
perpetnal rent charge has been sbandoned m conmittee
Tt another hberal provision has heen allowmed to 1e-
man : namely, that the amounts ob rentereduct on unit
the new At <hall he only between ten amd thoty o
cotit 101 second-term rents, and between thuty and lorty
per cent  for first-term rents  ( First-teim rents 7 mean
rents that have been Oxed once, and  second-term ents '
mean rents thet have heen revised w second Line, by the
Land Courls since the passing of Mr Gladstone’s Land
Act i 1881 ) My Bedmonds wmendment 1o ohohish
the maxipnun bmput o o) reduction, aml 1o extend the
muna, was rerecied last week by 217 hvotes to 176
1f thie clause be allowed to reman 1n the new Act at
will work a great hardship on a large pumber of rach-
rented and other estates 1 Ireland where the hapharard
decisions of more or less wcompetent Land Courts marde
paltry and inadequate reductions and enabled the land-
tord to sqleere o heavy rentad en values created by the
toil and sweat of the tenant tarwmer
*

To the Drish  tenant 1armer the present Thll,  holt
and lame though 1L may be, offuis a way out o he
evils ol a system of dual ownership that has long been
mtolerable  As Ao the landlovds @ by lar the  greater
part of them are the descendanis and heirs of the old
fox-hunting, loud-sweanng Teas s-hsteth, hiaed-chomome,
roystering squires who beggared thewmselves and  thew
tenants and left to their children legacies consistimg .
the most part of debis and mortgages  Land in lielond
has long been an  assel of fast-dimimshing svalue It
estates were put up at auctron io-day and sold it then
market vaiue, we should witness a repetition ot the bar-
gain-counter  transactions  that took place wimde: the
operations of the Encumbered Estates Act m 1851 To
the Irish laudlerds, then, the new Act will be o gnit ol
tho gods—a golden windiall poured into their cxpeclant

lap by a new M’Lady Bounty, DBut they are the daugh-
ters of the leech, and thev will keep ot erying @ ° More,
more P 1L may be,' says London C Truih ' of Mayv 7,
‘that we are wise 1 agreeing Lo pay blachimal in order
to fiee Inish tenants rom thewr landlords 13t we must
not run vay with the notion that we are not  paving
L Let us suppose o landlmd with an ostate hrmging
ar L1000 peranninm net—re o £1000 gttt deducting 10
perocent tor ecost of nwanagement, ete Moot ostates  in
Treland are heanvily morteaced  Weoe wall suppose  there
o mortgoge of L1000 o this estate, bearing 4%
o eont anterest. This would ab-orh L8100 The  in-
come ol the Jandlord would corsequently e £190 For
tlus estate he recenses twentv-cight vears’ purchase on
net annual value— e, £28,000 0 17 he paas off the
mortgage there romams L10,0000 and this at 3F  per
cent would hmpg him o L350 ITis anoonwe, therefore,
heeomes L350 instead of L7190 DBut the market  value
ot Il estates 1y certounly not more than tRenty sears’
purchase The real value, therefore, of an estate hring-
e o £1000 a year is. at most, £2000m Cihe tenant
pavs tve vears’ purchase mnoadditon to market  value,
At the taspover three vemrs’ additonal pucchase , or,
e oother words, the landlord recenves a0 pre-ent of L5060
o betng geod enongh to sell fos estate We are hound
to wove the Tosh Laondlord o substanial equivaient Lo
mhat he derocves trom s estate In the case of mort-
sl estates he gets mote than Lhe cguivalint Sodoes
he wvhen the estate 1s not morteaned, 1y the shape  of
tietter security Inm ostrwct justice this fs almost ns  ab-
~urd as 1t would Lo to give the owner of o nnne retunn-
g an incone of L1000 on an anvestment of £10,000
A st sutherent to oeturn him the L1000 0 gilt-edged
~etunities  TU o seems to e that, by paaty o reasomng
we ought 1o have made good to every Trish landlord
whose 1enis were muleted in the Lond Courts, o sufli-
cieniey ol Consols to mabke up the 1ednchion in his  in-
oonne

The Kishineff Atrocities

The great voleanie outburst of Krakaloa m 1883 sct
up o givantie occan-wase which swept around the en-
tite earth  In un andlogons wax the atrodaties of the
Thilash nregulars (the Bashi-Darouks) 1 Bulgaria a
fow vears previously (in 1876) aroused o Lidal-wave of
horror that ¢ireled 1ound aud 1ound our wlobe In iwo
provinges done (those o Philippepohs and Tunova) 58
villages were destioyed i a short time and 12,000 per-
Cons—iten, women, and dnldien—were  miassacred  with
ey aceompanyuent ol savage ferocity, 3. Disraeli
then *held 1he vibbons © am the British Parliament Tle
was the nund and chanpon of the Tuarkjsh Jovern-
Hent, stected With o suporor credolity st the 1eporls of
ontirace and mussacie pooh-poched thenr as mere ‘coffoe-
house bablde ' and crachked othous ohes aboul. Orental
ynethids of despatdhime emunnals to the Land ot the
Tereatten DBt the contntry was i o vittuous mosd It
rose up moan mcandescent glow ol mdignation against
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