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and Blenheim were present. The Rev. Father KeoXoolcupied the chair and explained the object of the StinSand the mutual benefits to be derived by members TheAn°H^9°Qnal committee, appointed at the meeting held oSrwi h?' <?"Jmitted a draft of proposed rules which wereadopted with some slight alterations. For the ensuincFMhiVnW ♥
Offlcers Were eleCt6d :-Presfdent Xfail^y.. f

H Casey and B. J. DeUne; auditor, Mr. C. HicksonAll ex-students are eligible for membership, and for theconvenience of those residing away from the headquar-ters of the Association the annual general meeting isto be held during the Easter holidays. The number ofapplications already made for membership is Iunder-stand highly satisfactory, and it is confidently thoughtthat the Association is at last on a solid foundation

Westport

Inour issue of April 30 we wroteas follows in refer-ence to the proposal of the Wellington Conference torefer the question of the Bible-in-schools to a vote ofthe electors of New Zealand :—:
—

As to the Referendum, it might be a valuable re-sort, both for Government and for the people in mat-ters of which the average elector is a sufheient judge.
But we ha\e long since expressed the conviction that no
matters should be submitted to it that affect the relig-
ious 01 political rights of minorities, or that ha\earoused, or are likely to arouse, strong party or sectar-ian feeling. The proposed solution of the educationaldifficulty involves, moreover, the acceptance, by theState, of the Protestant and sectarian principle of Bible-
reading without note or comment and of the private in-terpretation of the teachings of the Sacred Volume. ItiB palpably a question of the non-submittablekind. Itis no trifling problem, and requires for its settlementcool .heads, a thorough knowledge of all the conflicting
interests involved, a spirit of mutual good-will, and adetermination to respect rights of conscience at all
hazards.'

We are glad to see this view of the subject ably setforth and defended in a letter by the Rev. J T Hin-ton, which appeared in the
'Otago Daily Times

'
of lastThursday. The Rev. Mr. Hinton is commenting on the

following1 words which appeared in the course of aletter by Rev. Mr. Fairclough :'That is the present
question. Not whether the Bible should be in theschools
or not ;not whether the people want it there or not,
but whether the people should be allowed to speak for
themselves.' This, then (says Mr. Hinton). is the ques-
tion :

'
Shall we refer the matter of the Bible in schools

to a referendum ?
' He then goes on to say :—: —'Now, the referendum, as a form of popular go\ern-

ment, has some value, although it is open to reproach
as an evidence of the breaking-down of our parliamen-
tary institutions. Its practical use, however, is limited.It can be used effectively in only comparatively smallquantities, and there are certain questions which may
not be so decided. The Hon. the Premier declared in
the House that this was so, when some few sessionsago he introduced a Referendum Bill. We shall recog-
nise these limitations if we consider what the referen-dum really is. It is an appeal to a majority vote, andcarries with it the right to compel the minority to
submit. Now this, of course, is quite correct, and, in-deed, inevitable in many of our political and social
questions. But even some of these questions, Mr. Sed-
don says, are barred out. And, besides these, there is
a large range of questions referring to religion whichmay not be thus settled. Ilav down this thesis, andearnestly desire that it may be considered and discus-
sed :" That it is wrong and immoral to propose tosettle
a religious question by an appeal to a maiority."'

The majority rule, valuable as it is in many ways,
has no place m the sphere of religion. We have no
State Chu,rch, no national religion. No one Church, boJt ever so strong in numbers, can forbid the smallest
sect to live and grow. Hence, the illimitable multipli-
cation of our religious sects. We often groan o\er this
but we fully recognise that a compelled uniformity
wauld be infinitely more disastrous If no one sect has
a right to claim special religious privileges, then also
no six sects clubbing together to form a new sect, and
calling themselves

"
The Bible-in-schools Association,"

has any such claim. And no such association has thesmallest right to demand from me (or from anyone else)
a conscientious declaration that Iobject to join them.
The

"
conscience clause

"
is a mere impertinence'

But someone will say that the
"

Bible in schools
"

is not a religious question. So, when some few years
aoro the Council of the Churches commenced this agita-
tion, the Rev J. J. Lewis, the then secretary of the
Bible-m-schools Committee, strenuously refused to ad-
mit that the question was a religious one But since
his time the platform has been widened and developed,
and now it is beyond further controversy that the ques-
tion is one that reaches far and deep into the realms
of religion. It is-, therefore, one in regard to which the
people who believe in it and wish for it are bound to
aot as they do with the rest of their religion— work it
out and pay for it themselves !'

This is what the Roman Catholic Church is doing
It holds and loaches that religion is the most impor-
tant part of education, and requires its people to net
up to its belief Hence their separate schools, and their
raising of money to support them It is only to he re-
gretted that they cannot so far separate these two—
the secular and religious aspects of education— as to
fall in with our national school system ; or that, refu-
sing conscientiously to do this, they should not take
the resulting martyrdom with a manlier spirit ! At the
same time it must be acknowledged that they show an
excellent example, and pro\e that they ha\e the courage
of their convictions.

'
Iam not without hope, however, that when the

Churches realise how false and futile is this appeal to
Caesar they will arise in their might, and crying:"

It
must and shall "be done," do it themselves !

'

'This "religious question" of the "Bible in
schools

" belongs to the Churches and not to the State
nt all. The Churches could meet it satisfactorily if they
would awake to their responsibilities and resources But
if they will not undertake the religious education of
their children, then it, like many other good things,
will have to remain undone.

A special meeting of the Altar Society was held inSt Canice's schoolroom last Sunday afternoon. It wasdecided to accept the design submitted by Mr R Sulli-van for two pedestals for the statues recently procured
by the Society for the altar.

* "ho lasses last Sunday morning the Yen Arch-priest Walshe commented on the lack of interest taken inthe parish library It was pointed out that many ofthe subscribers never even take a book out for perusali.nis state ot affairs is very much to be regretted
♥ It-if anticiPnatecl that the erection of the new' churchat Millerton will be proceeded with in the near futureAt present a temporary delay is "unavoidable owing- toa necessary alteration in the plans. As soon as this iseffected, tenders will be called for the erection of thenew edifice. The church committee are fortunate inhaving the services of Mr. J. Bradley as hon. secretary. The commencement of operations at the State coa.lmine will mean a langelv increased population in Seddon-\illc. where it is proposed to build a new church Themining township of Granity is also to be provided witha new church

As a token ot some slight recognition of the valuableser\ices rendered to St. Canire's library by Mr. Slowey
in. his capacity as librarian, the members have decided topresent that gentleman with a handsome gold cross andpen suitably inscribed The articles will shortly be for-warded to Mr Slowey, who is now residing in the Em-pire City.

A successful concert, in aid of the new CatholicChinch at Grnnity was held in Faro-uhar's Hall on May23 An excellent programme, consisting of humerou'sand sentimental songs, dances, and instrumental selec-tions, was provided, and received the cordial approba-tion of the audience. Acceptable vocal items were ren-dered by the Misses F. and A. Songten, Williams, Spil-lane, and A. Pain, and Messrs. Murray. Moyle and Malroney An amusing trio was civen by the Misses CollinsFirman, and O'Rourke, and Miss Williams contributed aviolin solo in pleasing style. The vocal portion wasvaried by the introduction of some capital step-dancing
the performers being- the Misses Spillane and Glover, andMessrs. Glover and Honnessy, while Masters Roache andDawson caused much merriment with their numerous

Thursday, June18\ 1908]" STEW ZEALAND tfABLEtf
Proposed Bible-in-Schools Referendum

+
A PROTESTANT OPINION. Diocesan News

5

Beet Value in OfiRISTOHUROH for Mantles Millihimy EIEAT'xI <AuN*D OO


