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meeta with due chastisement ; but it is often the high-
way to honor.” Yet

‘ Murder may pass unpunish’d for a time,

But tardy justice will o'take the crime.’
at last. ‘' Say not,’ says the Wise Man, ' I have sinned,
and what harm hath befallen me ? For the Most High
is a patient rewarder.’

A Blood Accusation

One of the most pestiferous of the microscopical
things that sap the leaning walls of human life is gifted
with sch marvellous vitality that it survives after he-
ing frozen for months in solid blocks of ice, crushed un-
der a pressurc that should reduce it to lifeless pulp, and
boiled at a temperature that should cenvert it into jelly.
History tells us of o few odd hundreds of lies that are
gifted with an almost equal power of resistance to des-
truction. One of these is the monstrous calumnv which
charges the Jewish people with having, from time to
time, slain Christian children in order to use their blood
for ritual purposes. DDuring long ages the Jew was to
the ignoble herd of avaricious or over-credulous Chris-
tians what the ¢ Jesuit in disguise ’ is to this day among
the rag-tag-and-bobtail writers of no-Popery fiction.
Avarice was ever the chiel weapon of the crusade against
the ITebrew people in Christian times and countries. And
{alsehood was the handle that fitted it, The German
Catholic historian Alzog saye that, in order to justify
the plundering of the Jews as far back as five centuries
ago, they * were accused of being at the bottom of all
public calumnies, of causing pestilence and earthquakes,
and were charged of being guilty of vices the most in-
{famous, and of committing crimes the most horrid,
among which were poisoning wells, murdering Christian
children and drinking the blood at their pascal festivals,
bewltching the atmosphere, and others equally absurd,
it less atrocious, In this way,” he adds,  was popular
feeling roused against them.®

*

A large class of no-Popery fictions has becn (to use
Macaulay’'s saying) ‘ abandoned by statesmen to alder-
men, by aldermen to  clergyimen, by clargyvbien to old
women, and by old women to Sir Hareourt Lees,” the
embodiiment of the unquestioning and open-inouthed gul-
1bility ol the Orange lodge. It s, heasven knows, high
tinwe that the chorge of ritual murder against the Jewish
people should ' gang the same gait © DBut

‘ Alas ' for the rarity

OF Chuistian chanily

Under the sun’
therc are still people who-—like the Queen in Alee's ad-
ventines—believe  “us  wmany as S unpossible things
hefore breakinst 7 and who swallow—or pretend 1o swal-
low—1he story  of the hlood accusation  agamst  the
people of lwiael as they do that of the ' Pomsh Plot”
and the * discloswies  of Maria Moukh or BMargaret Shep-
herd A cable message Nrom London pubhished mothe
daily papers of New Zealand tow.ands the (dose op last
weoek, poes to show  that, despite requent and tionan-
phant exposmes, the charge of ritual nnorder still Tives
amwd plapues the carth hile o pennoous o obe, The
message pust veferred Lo 1uns as foliows, “The fught Tlon
Sir Horocee Huwbeld, formerly Ambuassador to Anstoa,
in a letter to the © Tmnes,”” urges that efforts be nade
ta secure hom the Crzar and the Pope w public and oth-
cial reprobuation ol the lables regarding Joewish human
sacrifices.’ Irom ths it would appear that this atioc-
ious caluanny has bween plas g an actinve part in Lhe oy -
age and inhuman persecutions to which the Jews have
Leen recently subiected in Souathern Hussin

'

*

In the red and strugghng davs of the mfant Charch,
a similar deed of blood was Lud to the charge oi the
early Christians i pagan Rome.  Nearly four years ago
we told the melancholyv history ol the woe and desoli-
tion wmhich, from tie Lo time, the evil tale of ritual
murder has brdught upon the Jewish people For the
present let it sufhice for wis o state that it has met with
*pultlic and official reprolwtion’ Trom no fewer than
seven  Popes Iinve opr these condeunnd it by Dull—
nnely, Gregorvy 1X [pnocent §ivom 1217, Gregory X,
o 1272, Marctin Ty on 11230 and Paul 1L 0 1510 One
of these Bulis is to Lo found gn the work of the contin-
uators of Dlarcmus, The reinander aie i the Papal
Regesta and ihe arvchives of the Vatican BMfost, if not
all of them, were published n full, with an Inglish

translation, in the ‘Jewish Chronicle ' about three yoars
ago. To the list of the Popes mentioned above we
might add the name of Benedict XIV., who sent Cardi-
nai Ganganelli (afterwards Clement XIV.}) as Papal
Commissioner to investigale certain charges of ritual
murder in Poland towards the close of the eighteenth
century, Cardinal Ganganelli’s report is a luminously
clear and closely reasoned document, and it completely
clears the Jewish people from the odious accusations
which had been levelled against them., In this connec-
tion there is one fact that is worthy of special note :
‘The authors of all these documents strongly insisted an
the fact that it was = fundamental law of the people of
Israel, and a practice that was intimately bound up with
the details of their daily life, to shrink irom contact
with blood—above all from contact with human blood,
For this reason, coupled with the complete lack of any
trustworthy evidence of ritual murder, Pope Gregory X,
issued a decree forbidding the receiving of the evidence
of Christians in connection with this accusation unless
corroborated by unexceptionable Jewish testimony, and
ordering that persons ol .Jewish faith should not be ar-
rested or detained on the charge of killing a Christian
child ‘ unless, perchance—which we do not believe pos-
sible—they should be caught in the act.” No God-fear-
ing man would cnfl a child or hang a dog oh the ‘evi-
dence ’ which has been adduced against the unhappy
victims of this insane legend of ritual murder. And yet,
to the discredit of our common humanity, it lives and
does its foul work even to this day.

SKETCHES OF TRAVEL

XI.—ON THE CARS

By the Editor.

An educated and patriotic Egyptian (so the story
runs) was ‘ doing " the sights and scenes of Great Brit-
ain. With a sense of national pride he remmarked to an
English fellow tourist : ‘ You have no wonderful hiero-
glvphics in your country, sir—no mysterious inscriptions,
no undecipherable relies of an ancient literature whose
sverels the wise men of the world have tried for ages
to discover.” * No,’' said the Driton despondingly, * we
haven't any of those things., DBut,” he added, Lrighten~
ing up as a happy thought stiruck him, * we've got our
" Ranlway Guides.” " This was, I think, practically the
wdea that 'Tennvson had of the railway time tables of
his  native conntry  He regarded them as unrendabla
1ddles Lord Salisbury s, I understand, m the same
case  He frankly ' guvs them up ® and i1ehies for infor-
mation on s hodyv-servant or the expectant porter.
Much of the undeubted confusion in those melancholy
publications 15 caused by the diffliculty of distinguishing
between the howrs that are a.m. and those that  are
pum Some  rallway  corporations endeasor  to  sur-
monnt thys ditlienlty by printing the ‘ mght ' hours—
from 6 pan. to 6 aw —in blacker figures. This s
an nstaliment ol mercy and justice to the puzzled tra-
rellev. Accordime to Sie Bovle Roche's philosophy, ¢ the
Best way to avord a difhicuity s to meet it plump.’
The Ttalian rway authorties met squuarely  the  diffi-
culty of distinguishimg beiween the twin sets of tweive
houts of day and twelve of nught by an expedient of
charmmg sinplceity @ they adopted outright the

Twenty-four Hour System

of the astronomes, DBy this arrangement the only one
o'clock 1 the time-table is that which begins, as now,
neat after the witchmg hour of midnlght, The hours
run on, as under the old sistem, to twelve o’clock,
which is, as now, noonlide And here beginneth the
new  departure : Qur  one o'clock in the afternoon  is
tiurteen o’clock  n Italy ; our two pm is  fourteen
o'clock with them , and so on to mdmght, which s
twenty-four o’cloch. The convenence of the twenty-
four hour sistemn an the making up of railway time-
tables 1 too obvious te be msisted on  Belgium  has
adopted 1t So has Western Canada. So have many of
the Awerican tatlrond corporations, and I understand it
1s hemg ntroducsd into Indin. A very little experience
cnthces Lo glve one an easv familiaity with the system
and & warm appreenition of the complete absence of the
pussiing method ol tine-tahle construetion whieh sends
vou back o page or two to caleulate whether the 410
at which your tiam s Lumed to start spelis the plea-
saht piternoon of to-day 01 o knock at your door and
an early and uncomfortable yise in the Wee sma’ hours
ol to-morrow’s probably bitter winter morning.
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