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MESSAGE OF POPE LEO XIIIL. TO THE N.Z. TABLET,

Pergant Directores et Seriptores New Zealand Tabilet, Apostolica Benedictione confortati
Religionis et Justiliee causam promovere per vias Veritatis et Pacig, ’

Die 4 Aprilis, 1900.

LEQO XIII,, P.M.

TRANSLATION. —Fortified by the Apostolic Blessing, let the Divectors end Writers of the New Zealand Tabl
continue to promote the cause of Reli?;ian and FJustice by tne ways of Truth end Peace. © «

April 4, 1900,

LEG XIfI, Pope

Current Topics

The Stoke Orphanage
The strong appeal made by the Archbishop of Wel-
lington and reported 1 our issue of last woek should
Tfoosen many a purse-strimmg and g in a bountcous
stream of clinking coins to that great national work of
Catholic charity, the Orphanage and Industrial School
that is to be re-erected at Stoke.  This noble institute
has, for almost a gencration, cateted for the spiritual
and temporal needs of the fatherless boys and the waifs
und strays of our Church lrom every corner of New Zaa-
land. It has passed through the furnace of persccution,
it has been devourcd by material fue, and the spimited
eflort now being made Ly the Archiushop and his priests
and laity to raise it up in beneleent operation once more
rightly claims the hearty co-operation of the Cathelic
body in every port of the Colony. There is none so
poor but he may put a bnek or two into the new (Or-
phanage, and thus have a share in the good work of
instructing our peglected children unto justice and troin-
ing them up to he creditable citizens of New Zealand
Here, mdeed, 15 o rare opening {or the exercise of that
irue choarity which is
‘ Meeh and lowly, pure and holy,
Chiel nmoung the '’ blessed three”’

The Cardinal’s Cruise

A rare treat is in store for the privileged traveilers
who are to take part in Cardinal Moran’s approaching
cruiso through the summer sles of the Western Pacific,
whose gilded romance has been told to the world by
Beck and Stevenson,  The voyagers are to wander for
over six thousand miles through ocean and coral sea,
yisit the quaimt, bronve-shinned tribestoen in their homes,
witness  therr “ mekas,” thoir festivals, and 1hewr wags.
get an insight mnte the trials and irsanphs of missionary
endensor, vistt 1the shrine at T’ol, where the Dlessed Teter
Chanel, the St. Stephen of the Dacifie, was martvred two
and sixty years ago, Witness the opening of Suva’s noew
Cathedral, and feast their cyes upon the glorious tropi-
cal vegetation By the circling reefs where the wares
break lazilyv and
! The palm-tree 'standeth so straipht and so tall, ,
The mote the hail beats and the more the rains fall,
The iour is arranged for woeeks when, o these Western
Pacifle seas, the climate is at its most gracious wmcllew-
ness and the winds and waves are asleep It will, alto-
gether, be a mewmorable event n the history of  the
Chureh 1n the islands One ob the resalts we mav look
forward to s the full oflicial confmimation of the already
published facts which i1l cousign to a final an(? decent
burial, a hundred fathoms deep, sowmc of the anti-Catho~
he romance which has Dbeen reaching our shores of late

irom the IFijt group.

The Servian Tragedy

Five hundred vears of injustice, serfdom, and bar-
barous repression by fanatical and coarse-grained Turkish
pashas and their ruthless soldiery made a bad training
In ways ihat are gentle and civilised. This has been
Servia’s  lot. 1ts historvy bhas been chiefly a long-
drawn chronicle of thrust and parry  with
the unspeakable Turk. The conquered, but flerce and
unsubdued, people first folt their feet on firm ground
when Kara George the swine-owner chased the ancicnt
ehemy out of the country in 1804,  The good work was
completed by the dashing herdsman, Milosh Obrenovich,
m 1815, Since then the Government of the country has
changed hands with almost as mueh froquency and storm
and bloodshed as that of a South Amcrican repulslie.
In 1868—when Servia wuas still a dingy hittle I'rincipal-
tty—its ruler, Prince Michael, was wnaylaid and shot
*fatally dead ' by a rival faction whose leader was a
lmeal descendant of the Kara George, who first swept
the Turkish janissaries out of his native nmountains,
But last week's dread tragedy—or rather DASSACTo—
finds no counterpart in later ¥uropean history except in
the Great Terior of the Irench Revolution. It adds
Lwo more to the long list of the heads of States that
have Tallen to the assassin’s knife and bullet since the
downmg yvear of the nineteenth centurv No fewer than
thitty-two attempts were made since then hpon the lives
of rulers.  Tifteen of these were happily unsuccessiul,
(1 the seventeen victims that died by the assassin’s hand
ten were rovalties © Paul ., Tsar of Russia (in 1801) ;
Prince Danicl of Monteneoro {1860) ; Trince Michael of
Servia (1868) ; Abdul Arziz, Sultan of Turkey (18786) ;
Alexander 11, Tsar of Russia (1881) , Nasr-ed-Din, Shah
oi Persin (1898) : Empress Blizabeth of Austria (1898) ;
King Humbert of flzaly {19003,  ‘The hapless King Alex~
ander and Queen Trapga  of Servia complete the hali-
score of crowned heads that have 1met with violent
deaths  since 1801, The list of rulers mu-
dered in the same period comprises one Prime Minister
(Canovas del Castille, of Spain, stabbed to death by
Rimalde in 1897) and six Presidents of Republics : Pre-
sident Lincoln (1865) , President Garfield (1881) ; Pre-
sident Carnot (1894); General Dorda, President of
Uruguay (1897) : President Barrios of Gautemala (1898);
and Iresident McKiniev (1901},

»

In {he meantime, the Servian military assassins,
‘with twenty meortal murders on their crowns,” hold,
unabashod, the reins of power and gloss over the foul-
ress of their cowardiy crime with lying excuses and fing-
apun  phrases. The common murderer goes to the heads-
wun's bhlock or the hapgman’s halter, The successful
political assassin of yesterdav is often, especially among
Eastern or senn-Eastern peoples. the crowned kirg of

to-day And thus Juvenal’s words come true: * Ille
erucem, pretivm scelens, tulit; hie diadema,” Which,
being freely interpreted, meancth: ‘ Crime sometimes
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