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they were not accustomed to send the girls away with-
out any provision. If a girl became the cause of in-
subordination or dissension among other penitents, she
had to be sent away ; but even she would be given some-
thing with which to make a start, Should a gri, leas-
ing under ordinary circumstances, lose her situation or
be in danger of falling inte misery or degradation, she
would be welcomed back again to the convent to remain
or to wait until she obtained and could take another
situation. Monsignor Turinaz complained also of sweat-
ing, saying that the girls worked more than civil laws per-
mitted—'' twelve to fifteen hours being usually impesced.”
The answer is that in winter the girls had eight and a
half hours sleep, and in the summer eight honrs © so that
if they worked from waking till going to sleep oguin,
they would have sixteen or fifteen and a half hours’
work. But the penitents heard Mass daily, they had
breakfast, dinner, and supper, they had morbing prayers,
they had religious instruction in the course of the day,
they had evening prayers, and had Benediction, and every
day they had two hours for recreation, all of which,
taken together, could not mean less than about five hours
in which they did not work, to be deducted from the
waking hours, so that the time at their disposal for
work would be eleven hours in summer and tern and a
half in winter. The Sisters assert that even the peni-
tents did not work for more than ten hours.

* Father Sydney Smith, S.J.,

in an article in ** The Month,”” for June, 1900, traced
the origin of these charges made against the nuns by
those who were formerly inmates of their houses to o
saries of articles penned for an anti-Catholic organ—the
* Aurore "'—hby a person eminently suited for the task—-
an ex-priest (a type with which we are fam-

iliar) named M. Guineuleau. We roust  be par-
doned for believing that had these  grave
charges of crueity been founded, Monsighor

Turinaz, the Bishop of Nancy, would not have hesitated
to formulate them himself against the convent. The
‘“ experiences ** of those who have to be dismissed {rom
refuges for misconduct have not to bLe accepted any more
readily than the ‘‘ experiences ” of an ex-priest who
trades upon the misrepresentation of the duties he was
called upon to perform when he held his faculties , yet
upon such alleged experiences were M. Guineuleau™s
articles based. The articles of the ‘° Aurore’" stirred
public feeling, which was pot surprising conmidering the
cruelty alleged to have been practised, but still the othi-
cials o! the Government that sought to destroy the ex-
istence of religious Orders in France did not seem to
attach importance to then.

Parliament Intervenes,

It was then (November, 1899 )that a memher of the
French Chaiuber, M, Fourniere, beheved 1o be an Athe-
ist and a Socialist, demanded the more severe mspection
of charitable institutions, to extend “ lay 7' charitable
institutions (1 e., godless institutions), and 1o mmguire
into the truth of the alleged fucts {agamst the Nancy
house) He cited the claim made to the Courts ol Jus-
tice against the Nuney conveul by

Marie ILecoanet,

whe helieved that nineteen others and hersell had hept
the entire institution with its two hundied meates by
their earnings. Abbe Lemire answercd M Founmere
with albsolute dennls He reminded the Chamber that
only the year hetore the Good Shepherd House at Naney
had recenved a silver-gilt medal from the State author-
ties as o special eapression of gratitude, and alioted o
an official report that the merits of the institution were
“ Very great in all respeets ' e, anqustice to the con-
vent, jorned with M IFourmere in dewmuanding the allest
mguiry.

“With regard to the clamm of Marw Lecoanet, who
left. the convent anaemic and nearlv blind, 1t s worthy
of note that she lett early u dlarvch, 1889, and that at
was in Noveniber, 1899, that Waldech-Rousseau delnereg
himself of these reports in the Fromh Chamber Th=hop
Turinaz, ol Naney, in Novewber, 18889, cight months ai-
ter the departure trom the Good Shephard of Muwne
lLecoanet — when she WS wlleged 1o have  bhueen
cast on the streets without resourees, nearly
blind, and suffering from anaemia — furnished il
long letler under ihe title ol CApprohation
de Moensignor Turimar, evegue de Nancy et de Toul
in which he culogises the work ol the Good Shepherd
convent at Nancy. Two vears later, on the occasion of
the canomsation of the foundivss of the Order, he wrote
another letter, 1 which he saad © " We have gasehies o
house of the Simters o1 the Goeod Shepherd oo dio-
cese, and we are made happy by all the good that these
worthy Sisters huve done with so much devotedness to
the poor women who have been entrusted to thenr char-
ity.” Later stiil, mn 1892, Monsignor ‘Tuninaz
wrole on the oreasion of the feast, of the
Mother Superior at Nanev - 1 pav  that St
Charles may protect and  hless  this  house ™ 11
can scarcely be amagined that  the  TDishop would
pray for a blessing on the work of the Good Shep-
herd it that work consisted, as he has sinee alleged ot
consisted, of eaploiting then pentents as o source ol
wealth, .

“ As the moiter stands at present Monsigoor Turimans
® Answered by his Ouwn Words |
the charges are disproved by hanself, by hun-
dreds  who  have  passed through  the  hands  of
the Sisters of the (lood Shepherd by 1he
Bishop of Anges, o W hose  docese ‘the hearl-
quarters of the Order are situated, by the Sacred Con-

gregation at Rome, by the reports of the inspectors ap-
pomted by an ireligious Government that seeks to sup-
press the religionus Orders, and by Waldeck-Rousscau him-
seli.  The Ireewnasons, however, have succeeded, accord-
ing to a local organ, °* HKst Republican,” and the decree
huas closed the Nancy House of the Good Shepherd.

* The Tishop of Nancy has perhaps followed his
course of action without due thought, but his attitude
has served as a bulwark from behind which Atheists and
irreligious bigots f(ire upon convents and religious insti-
tutions generally, and since two years were allowed hum
to prepare a casc to be stated before the Cougiogation
and since the Congregation declared agaminst him, we are
justified in holding to the view that the Sistors at Nancy
have suffered a severe injustice.’
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The Antartic rclieving vessel * Morning ' is, it is
staled, to remain at Lyttelton until December, when she
will be again despatched with supphes for the ' Disco-
verv,’ there being now no reasonable possibility of the
latter having heen extricated from the pack-ice where,
when the * Mormng ’ left those regions, the * Discovery '
was {irmly embedded.

5t. Mary’s Cricket Club celecbrated the close of the
past season by a smoke concert on last Thursday even-
g 1n the scheol hall, Manchester st.ect, with an  at-
tendance of 50 members and friends. The president of
the club, the Rev. Tather Marnane, presided, and was
supported on his right by the club captain, Mr. J. I
Hunt, and on his lett by Mr. .J. C. Chase, vice-president.
During the course of a lengthy programme vocal 1tems
were contrmbuted by Messrs. J. Fama, Wilson (2), R.
MeNamara, and Willoughby, a vielin solo by Mr., R,
’Donnell, and « recitation by Mr. M. Finlay. Mr, J.
Woodham acted capably as accowpanmst. The wmembers
eapressed  appreciation of the efforts made by visitors
towards the evemmg’'s enjoyment. The president pro-
mised to donale a bat as o prize to the member who ab-
taihs the best bowling average in the competition mat-
ches during the comng season, and the vice-president
also effers o bat as a prive for the hest batting avoerage.

Jn the course ol an mmteresting deseriptive  article in
last  Saturday’s  © Press,” headed * Our Island posses-
stens,”  couttthuted by B Jares Allen, M H T, con-
taming o detaled account of the recent parliamentary
exclrston, the lollowimg apprais :— An unlortunate blun-
der  was  commitied st Nl mission station, Fip,
which considerably marred the pleasure of the visitors.
When 1t became hnown mn Suva that the Parliamentary
party were  going up the Hewa the Colomal Secretary
sent word 1o Pather Ronvgrer, the head ot the Catholic
misston ab Nadhililn, mfornnneg hin that arrangements
had been arade tor landimg there on the way  up the
river, probably about 16w m Father Rougier had tra-
vellid o long distance 1n order to be there to welcome
the party, and he and his conneres had heen busily  at
work tronmy 3 o mo Lhat morming makime preparations Lo
entertain our patty hospitably No 1rouble had  heen
sprred Lo give us oA hearty welcome, flags were gaily fly-
mye trom the mssion buahihings, and o native brass band
were 1h waiting to discomse sweel muasie on landing,  In-
stead of landing, as previovisiv arranged, steam was shut
oft as the launch camne near the landing, and Mr Duncan
shouted to Father Ronger and his iwo contreres,  who
stood waitimgg to recene the party, that they were not
voing to stop, ot sould call on the way down instead.
Many ol our party at once reabsed that o pamtul bhlun-
der had Been comumtted, hlkewise o distinet breach of
farth, Consceqguintly they were not at all surprised when
wo did land to find the band ahsacent, no one 1o welcome
e no oy lags  ang, nothimmg, in factl, save a few
sullen Fipans who had come from o distant village  to
sell o fesw cuntos Al the Naalihiie villagers stood by
the priests and purposely absented themselves.)’

OPENING OF A NEW CHURCH AT MAKIKIiHI

(Trom onr Wanpate cotrespondent )

May 8.

Trimty Samday was a red-letter day for the parish-
roners of Makaikihi, 1t bBaoimg the occasien <1 the opening
ol the new chinch n the distincet The ceremony was
pertormed by s Tordsbip Toeht ey I Grimes, Ths-
hop of Christehurch Mass was colebrated by the Lev.
Father O'Connell, the ¢how, winder the baton of Mr O,
J o Goldstone  rendering Tarmer’s Mass an 13 ilat, the
soloists Temg Messis 000 omd W Goldstone, G Fvans,
Miss Kent, and Mro 0T Quinn, winlst Miss VO Wall
presided at the orpan wkach was lent by Mrs W, Quinn
AL Miss Tus Tovdshino meached gn o eled@ent sermon from
the posps]l o The dax, © And Jesus commg spche to them
saving . ALl poewer o= priven to Me o hearen and n
earlh Gomp, therefore teach ve all nations, baptiring
them n the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of
the Holy Ghost teaching them to abseryve all thines
whatsoever | have comnianded vou ; and behold T am
with vou all days cven to the consumunation of the
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