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ENGLAND.--Catholic Truth Society

The annaal meeting of the Catholic Truth Scciety of
England was held recently at the Archbishop’s House,
Westminster, the Right Hev. Dr. Stanley presiding.  Mr,
Britten, hon. secretary, read the repori for the year,
showing that numerous books and pamphlets had been
igsued in \vatlous cheap forms.  The report expressed re-
gret that subscriptions to the free distribution fund had
last year bien very small, Tt would seem that Catho-
lics did not recognise the necessity for this work. In
view of the extraordinary activity of the various Protes-
tant orgunisations in distributing anti-Catholic literature
this was to be regretted.  The cordial understanding ex-
isting between the parent society and the Truth Societies
of Ireland and Secotland continued. These societies
showed considerable activity, especially that for Ireland.
which had been received with enthusidasm by the pecple.
This year's conference would be held at Liverpool in the
firast. week of July. 1In connection with the statement as
to the expenses incurred In legal suits, the report stated
that numerous letters of thanke had heen received by
the Socicty for exposures it had made of various peaple,
and also for its pamphlet on * Maria, Monk.” Mr Stan-
field, treasurer, presented his accounts for the year, Me
said he was disappointed by the miserably small sam
devoted to the free distribution fund. "tThe amount the
Soclety carried forward this yvear was considerably less
than the previcus vear  The Society was in great need
of funds. The statements showed that the receipts were
£3629 for the vear, while the expenditure was £3812.

Westminster Cathedral

The interior decoration of the new Westminstier Cath-
edral (says the London ' Monitor ') has been begun in
earnest, although it will be years before the gaunt
walls and bare rool of the building are covered, as
they one day will be, with costly marble and brilliant
mosalc work. The decovations of the side chapels are at
present receiving attention, and it is computed that in
about three months' time the mosaic work of the cha-
pel of the Holy Souls will be finished, whilst similar
work in the chapel of S8, Gregory and Augustine (the
funds for which havo been gisen by Lord Brampton) ls
proceeding apace. Mr. G. Dridge, the well-hnown MOSRLC
artist, has been cntrusted with the work, and he is cm-
ploying a staff of English ladyv-artists, specially trained
in this class of work. About twenty-five are at present
busy all day in the cathedral, and one can just catch
a glimpse of them, clad in long holland overalls, perched
on scaffolding erected round the chapel roofs, doing
Ltheir work by the nid of candle-light. The work calls
for great nicetv. The colors are given to the girls 1n
slabs about the sive of a bieakfast-plate, and {hey
themseives have to chip them into the tiny pleces To-
quired for the work, these pieces heing fastened in with
a kind of puttv which has to be put on the wall by
hand. Each girl 15 gtven a colored cartoon of the por-
tion allotied to her, which is pasied up on the wall near
by, and {rom which she works, Some of the workers, by
the way, are quite voung eirls. The cartoons in the cha-
pel of 8. Gregory and Augustine will represent events in
the life of those 1wo sainis  The next chapel on which op-
erations are to be commenced is the chapel of the Blegsed
SSacrament, the marhle work in which is now being fin-
shed. The new pulpit, by Mecici, of Rome, has just
being placed on the nave floor; 1t is of while statuary
marble, beautifully inlaid with niosaic work,

FRANCE. - Benedictines Leaving

A Reuter’s telegram from Paris on April 19 says -
The Benedictines of Kerbeneat, near I.a Rouche, have for
some days past hoeen dismantling the abbey which has to
be completely vaeated in a few days. They are going to
Wales, where a nobleman has placed a special  estab-
lishment at their disposal,

An Exciting Scene '

There was an exating scene on Sunday, April 19,
in the Cathedral at Nancy. Mgr. Turinaz, in an address
to the crowded congregation, informed them that he had
selected the Ahbe Ravencz, =a secularised Jesuit, 1o
preach on the Sundays in Mav., By so doing he wished
to protest against the monstrous abuse of power shown
by the Government, The remarks of the prelate were
preeted with loud cheers and cries of ! Vivae Vaveque de
la Frontiere,” a tribute to the patriotism of Monsignor
Turinaz,

Policy of the Government

A Paris correspondent., telegraphing under date Apil
20, gays (—A session of the Councils General was openoed
throughout France fo-day resolutions fer and against
the Governtnent’s policy regarding the religious congre-
gations being adopted bv  various bodies, The Archbi-
shop of Lyons and the Bishop of Nantes have written
thoe Premier that thev cannot interfere immediately with
the celebration of religions services 1 unanthorised pla-
ces, or prevent the priests connected therewith from
preaching., Several demonstrations in connection with
the dissolution of the congregpatjons occurred to-day.

A Loyal Clergy

013:3 of the necusations (snvs the * Catholic Times )
constantly levelled against the French priests by anti-
clericals is that they are not loyal to the Hepublic.
This, i{ we may heliove the I‘resident.. ia not universally
trus. On his passage through Marseilles, while en route

for Algeria, M. Loubet received the Bishop of the dio-~
cese and a body of clergy, who presented their homage
to the head of the Republic. Monsignor Andrieu, in ad-
dressing the FPresident, pointed out that the political
attitude of the Marseilles cler, Y was irreproachable, and
that, like the Church, they a ways respected the estab-
hshed powers. The holders of authority, he said in the
words of St. Paul, were ministers of Qod unto good,
and after an allusion to the President's felicitations to
the Pope on the occaston of the Holy Father’s Jubilee,
wished him cordially a pleasant and successful voyage.
M, Loubet, in his reply, said the Church had a mission
of peace, fraternity, and reconciliation, and that when,
as In the diocese of Marseilles, she acquitted herseli of
that misston, she had a right to the respect and sup-
port ol all good citizens. But he said nothing about
the persecution which, over the whole of France, ia
driving forth peaceful monka and nuns, Nor was
subject even touched during the interview. Such an
omisslon seems strange to us who live in a land where
the Church 1is free, but doubtless our Continental breth-
ren know their own buslness best,

Unpopular Decrees

Whilst a great many French Catholics look with
apathy on the tvransical acts of the Government in ite
treatment of the religious Congregations, it is evident
that popular opinion is being roused in many places,
and that sooner or later the bulk of the nation will ind
out the true character of the men who arve now at the
head of public affairs. Our Home exchanges report that
the members of the religious Orders which have been dis-
solved were cheered at Havre by a crowd of two thou-
sand persons. At Tarascon, where an offieial attempted
to set his seal upon the doors of ihe Abbey of Frigolet,
belonging to an unauthorised Congregation, the crowds
prevented him and stoned his carriage. A demonstration
took place at Le Mans outside the Capuchin Convent,
The crowd cried ‘ Vive Ia Liberte,”  Vivent les Capn-
cins.” Twenty arrests were made by the palice. The re-
fusal of the Franciscans at Nimea to permit seals to be
affixed to the doors of thelr monastery led to a demon~
stration in their favor. The gendarmes apd police inter.
vened, and many arrests were made,

A Serious Accusation

The charge against M. Edour Combes, the son of the
French Premaer, of having otfered to secure the authori-
satlon of the monks of the Grande Chartreuse if they
paid him a bribs of £40,000, may possibly have very
Serious consequence® for the present intolerant Ministry,
in France. M. Desson, the editor of ° Ie Potit Dau~
plunois,’ who made the acousation, is a man held in the
very highest esteem in Grenoble, so much so that he is
enjoying the moral support of leading citizens strongly
opposed to him in politics. It was open to the Premier,
who is of course incriminated by M, Besson’s accusation,
to have had that gentleman indicted before the Assizes
where the accusation would have been Ingquired into an
decided upon by a jury of twelve men, Instead of tak-
ing that course, however. M, Combes, when forced by M,
Besson's repeated accusations to take notice of them,
ordered an inquiry by an examining magistrate, Valles,
who, in addition to being absolutely dependent upon
the Premier for the continuance of his employment, ia
also under grave suspicion of having been an interme-
diary 1 a similar transaction himself, Needless to say,
these disclosures have created a very great feeling of une-
easiness in France, where the accusation is freely made
by the opponents of the present Administration that it
is kept in office by a system of bribery and corruption
more widespread and audactous than has ever before been
attempted. M. Desson has now Very properly refused to
givo any testimony before a tainted tribunal, and has
demanded that he he indicted before the Judge of Assize,
and the truth or falgity of hig charges determined by =
mry of his fellow—citizens. The odious policy of M. Com-
hes towapds the Church was bound, in any case, to
bring a powerful reaction, and i1t would be retributive
iustice in its most poetic form if it wag precipitated in
this manner,

ROME.--Appointment

Rav. Father Schuller (a German) has been elected
Vicar-General of the Franciscan Order, in succession to
Rev. Father David Fleming, who has been appointed
sceretary to the Pope's Bihlical Commission set up in
January last to inquire into the scope of Biblical exege-
813,

Stonyhurst Association

Mr. Justice Walton, on behalf of the Stonyhurst As-
soclation, and Mr. Robert Colley, head student of Stony-
hurst College, were recentlv received in special private
sudicnce by the Holy Father, and presented to him a
magnificently illuminated address in book form, signed
bv all the community and students of the college, Leo
XIII. made many inquiries about the coliege, and gave
to all connected with it a verv special blessing,

Ordinations

At the wgeneral ordination at St. John Lateran’s on
Holy Saturday the following studeuts of the Scots Col-
lege, Rome, were raised to the priesthood: The Rev, John
Roger, the Rev. Patrick Lov, the Rev. Patrick Keenan,
of the diocese of Aberdeen: the Rav. John Nicholas
Murphy, of the diocese of (alloway : the Rev. Thomas
Gillon, of the diccese of St. Androws and Edinburgh ;
and the Rev. James Kellv. of the diccese of Glasgow,
The first five, with two others previotslt ordained, re-
turn to Scotland in June, Father Kelly remains another
¥edr in Rome.
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