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UnpopularDecrees

Whilst a great many French Catholics look withapathy on the tyrannical acts of the Govemment iiTitstreatment of the religious Congregations, iT£ .extentthat popular opinion is being ?oused in many plabesand that sooner or later the bulk of the nation willfindout the true character of the men who are now at the?h^ir,«f^ÜbllC
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A Serious Accusation
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The charge against M. Edour Combes, the son of the£ft ,n? rrTIOT1Or' ° havin« ° rered to sec^w the authori-sation of the monks of the Grande Chartreuse if theypaid him a bribe of £40,000, may possibly have ye??
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S> v,W^° made he acousation, is a manhSd inthehighest esteem in Grenoble, so much so that he itenjoying the moral support of leading Stilus stronglyllPn°T d }° hlm in P9^«cs. It was open to the fflEwho is of course incriminatedby M Besson's arrusaiMmito have had that gentleman indicted the A?siSs'where the accusation would have been Inquired into3?n^?h«t UPn
nby^ jUiy of twelve men. InsW of tXing that course, however. M. Combes, when forced byM^Besson s repeated accusations to take notice of tnemoidered an inquiry by an examining magistrate Valleswho in addiuon to being absolutely dependent uponthe Premier for the continuance of bis employment iaaso under grave suspicion of having been al interme-diary n a similar transaction himself. Needless to Xthese disclosures have created a very great feelinjr of un-easiness in France where the accusation is freefy made17 wff °.PP°"? nt9
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of tne present Administration that it

mn P OOn % by.a system of bribery and cowuptioamore widespread and audacious than has everbeforebeenattempted. M. Besson has now very properly refused tSgive any testimony before a tainted tribunal, and hasdemanded that he be indicted before the Judge of AssizTand the truth or falsity of his charges determined by ajury of his fellow-citizens. The odious policy of M Com-bes towards the Church was bound, in any case tobring a powerful reaction, and it would be retributivejustice in its most poetic form if it was precipitated inthis manner. "^ 1U

ROME.
— Appointment

Rev. Father Schuller (a. German) has been electedVicar-General of the Franciscan Order, in succession toRev Father David Fleming, who has been appointedsecretary to the Pope's Biblical Commission set up in
sis

nUary t0 inqmre lnto the sc°Pc of Biblical exege-

Stonyhurst Association
Mr. Justice Walton, on behalf of the Stonyhurst As-sociation and Mr. Robert Colley, head student of Stonv-hurst College, were recontlv received in special privateaudience by the Holy Father, and presented to him amagnificently illuminated address in book form sitrnedby all the community and students of the college LeoXIII. made many inquiries about the college, and' caveto all connected with it a very special blessing.

Ordinations
tt ,AtJ"he *ene!>al ordination at St. John Lateran's onHoly Saturday the following students of the Scots Col-lege, Rome, were raised to thopriesthood: The Rev JohnSofter, the Rev. Patrick Lov, the Rev. Patrick Keenanof the diocese of Aberdeen : the Rev. John NicholasMurphy, of the diocese of Galloway; the Rev. Thomasdillon, of the diocese of St. Andrews and Edinburgh "
and the Rev. James Kellv. of the diocese of Glasgow'The first five, with two others previously ordained re^turn to Scotland in June. Father Kelly remains anotheryear in Rome.

ENGLAND.— Catholic Truth Society
The annual meeting of the Catholic Truth Society ofEngland was held recently at the Archbishop's House,Westminster, the Right Key. Dr. Stanley presiding. MrBritten, hon. secretary, read the report for the year,showing that numerous books and pamphlets had beenissued in \«uious cheap forms. The report expressed re-gret that subscriptions to the free distribution fund hadlast year been very small. It would seem that Catho-lics did not recognise the necessity for this work Inview of the extraordinary activity of the various Protes-tant organisations in distributing anti-Catholic literaturethis was to be regretted. The cordial understanding ex-isting between the parent society and the Truth Societiesof Ireland and Scotland continued. These societiesshowed considerable activity, especially that for Irelandwhich had been received with enthusiasm by the peopleThis year's conference would be held at Liverpool in thefirst week of July. In connection with the statement asto the expenses incurred in legal suits, the report statedthat numerous letters of thanks had been received bythe Society for exposures it had made of various peopleand also for its pamphlet on 'Maria Monk.' Mr Stan-field, treasurer, presented his accounts for the year. Hesaid he was disappointed by the miserably small sumdevoted to the free distribution fund. The amount theSociety carried forward this year was considerably lessthan the previous year Thp Society was in great needof funds. The statements showed that the receipts were£3629 for the year, while the expenditure was £3812.

Westminster Cathedral
The interior decoration of the new Westminster Cath-

edral (says the London
'
Monitor ') has been begun in

earnest, although it will be years before the gaunt
walls and bare roof of the building are covered, as
they one day will be, with costly marble and brilliant
mosaic work. The decorations of the side chapels are at
present receiving attention, and it is computed that in
about three months' time the mosaic work of the cha-
pel of the Holy Souls Will be finished, whilst similar
work in the chapel of SS. Gregory and Augustine (the
funds for which have been ghen by Lord Drampton) is
proceeding apace. Mr. G. Bridge, the well-known mosaicartist, has been entrusted with the work, and ho is em-
ploying a staff of English lady-artists, specially trainedin this class of work. About twenty-five are at present
busy all day in the cathedral, and one can just catch
a glimpse of them, clad in long holland overalls, perched
on scaffolding erected round the chapel roofs, doing
their work by the aid of candle-light. The work calls
for great nicety. The colors are given to the girls in
slabs about the si7e of a bieakfast-plate, and they
themselves have to chip them into the tiny pieces re-
quired for the work, these pieces being fastened in witha kind of putty which has to be put on the wall by
hand. Each girl is given ft colored cartoon of the por-
tion allotted to her, which is pasted up on the wall near
by, and from which she works. Some of the workers, by
the way,are quite young efirls. Ihe cartoons in the cha-
pel of SS. Gregory and Aumistino will represent events in
the life of those two saints The nextchapelon which op-
erations nre to be commenced is the chapel of the BlessedSacrament, the marble work in which ig now being fini-
shed. The new pulpit, by Medici, of Rome, has just
being placed on the nave floor ; it is of white statuary
marble, beautifully inlaid with mosaic workj.

FRANCE.— Benedictines Leaving
A Reuter's telegram from Pans on April 19 says :—: —

The Benedictines of Kerbeneat, near La Rouche, have, forsome days past been dismantling the abbey which has tobe completely \nrated in a few days. They are going toWales, where a nobleman has placed a special estab-lishment at their disposal.
An ExcitingScene

Thero was an exciting scene on Sunday, April 10,
in the Cathedral at Nancy. Mgr. Turinaz, in an address
to the crowded congregation, informed them that ho had
selected the Abbe Ravenez, a secularised Jesuit, to
preach on the Sundays in May. By so doing ho wished
to protest against the monstrous abuse of power shown
by the Government. The remarks of the prelate weregreeted with loud cheers and cries of 'Vive l'eveque do
la Frontiere,' a tribute to the patriotism of Monsignor
Turinaz.
Policy of theGovernment

A Paris correspondent, telegraphing under date Apiil20, says :
—

A session of the Councils General was openedthroughout France to-day resolutions for and against
the Government's policy regarding the religious congre-
gations being adopted by various bodies. The Archbi-
shop of Lyons and the Bishop of Nantes have written
tho Premier that they cannot intcrtero immediately with
the celebration of religious services in unauthorised pla-
ces, or prevent the priests connected therewith from
preaching. Several demonstrations in connection with
tho dissolution of the congregations occurred to-day.
A Loya!Clergy

One of the accusations (says the
'

Catholic Times ')
constantly levelled against the French priests by anti-
clericals is that they are not loyal to the Republic.
This, 'if we may believe the President.i9not universally
true. On his passage through Marseilles, while en route
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