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THE CALL OF THE SEA.

The only nmiemory of his father that IPranklin 1homp-
son had was The photograph of a young naval oflicer
in uniform whirth his maother, with tears m her cves,
often showed i, She  died when Franllhin was six,
lcaving him, her only cause for lhiving longer., to the
care of his father’'s broither. When he reabised how un-
welcome he was in his new home the only solace he had
in the world was the photograph. Ile would look at it
for an hour at a time, and read again and again the
inscripltion on the back.

Before he was quite alone in the world he had heard
the sea a-calling. On his holidazs he would walk to
the shore and watch the ships go and come Each was
a speaking individuality, which he would recognise
should he see 1t again, The salt hreath was ever in his
nostrils, the tang of salt sprav 1n his veins.

When he swwas eleven his cousin Edward, hve vears his
senior, recenved the appointiment to Ane apols. If
Franklin felt any envy he stifled it. The iuseription on
the photograph in his father's own hand fotbade that.

‘Be honest : envy pobody ; slrive hard,” it ran.

Two vears later Franklin kpnew that bhis school days
wore at an end.

*I'll look for g place for vou to learn some  busi-
nesy,’ =zaid his uncle, as 1f the boy's prelerences for an
ocupation did not count.

carly the next mormng Franhklin went to the great
bay near his home, as he always did when he was heavy
of heart. Three men-of-war—one a new battleship—their
white sides gleaming, rested their enormous weights on
the water as gently as swans, On the boattieship it was
visiting day. From her side the monster reached down
her big gangway. with holvstoned steps and mmmaculate
rope, as g gallant officer offers his hand to a lady.

At tha threshold of the deel Franklin pausced, as onc
who suddenly sees his dreams materinlisre 1 broad dax-
light., No one of the knots of sirhtsecrs, going here and
there with the srectators’ * Ahs ! and ogecasional oues-
tions, noticed the boy, who stooed mmmovable. noting
every detail of the leviathan. Each zun secmed Lo lnm
a living thing.

He saw some jackies going ahout their appointed
duties, and others under the shade of the awnings oft
mending their clothes. The ofticer of the deck  must he
the happiest man in the world, Frankhn thought. Tie
imagined how his father must have loolked. pacing back
and forith in the same way  Oh, 1f his father were only
alive, then, perhaps. he, too, nught go to Annapolis
He looked up atf the bridge and imagined himseif oo
great stori, with the sprav stineing his face and hhnd-
ing his eves, and the mountan of steel as olediwent  to
his commands as a bicydle to the turn of the handle-
har.

‘ Wouldn't vou like {0 look around a hit 7~
a voice at hig elhow,

Its owner, Franklim saw, was a bov of about  Ius
own age, dressed Like the ackioes m o summer white

“Would I°% Woulid 1?2’ the way Frankhin ashked {he
question was answer enough from one hov o another

I guess von'll do,” saad his new fiend, laughing
*My names’ Harry Groomm T'm a ‘prentee

Harry showed how the ammunition was hoisted for
a 13-inch gun hy touchmg o button @ be shipped  a
dummy shell nto the hreach of one of the d-inch rapid
frers : but he was qguite nnable to answer all of s
guest’'s questions

Franklin did not leave the man-of-war until the last
hoat was going ashore That mght e teld his  unele
of his desive to 1oin the navy as an apprentice

Uncle William  was in unusually bad temper. e
thought for o woment and then saul ) )

"1 don’t belicve vou'll ever le anv use in husiness
Probahly vouwd v away to <ea af 1T got vou a  place
T°1l take vou 1o the navy rard to-morrow ’

At anv rate. Uncle Wilhiam thought, he would he
free from any further responsihility or care for the hov
Nevertheless, he knew what Franklm's proud  father or
his proud mother, were cither of them ahye, would say.
That thoucht stung him a hittle

While his cousin was at the school wwhere oflicers are
made., Frankhin was to he trained for a <seaman -
ward wonld hegin his carcer with rank and position just
beyvond the highest  grade Frankhin conld ever attain
Franklin must he ever on the forccastle siyde of the di-
viding line hetween officer and man  He nneht rise io
Lo a chief gunner, while Fdward nught he an admiral

Gnt, Frankim did not understand this  JTe was  in
the neriod of hightheaitod vonth when the 1esponsibility
for his future vested on s cuardian’s shoulders 1Te
was cutirely under the spell of the eall of the sea

A woar later found him houndg for Souih Ameriea on
a small erviser, which eontinned aronnd the florn  nand
on to ITong Kong 1o 1o the A<iatie Souadron which
was evin {hen preparing for the confhict woith Spoaan, In
all thal long vovaoe he had never once heen censick and
he had giown to love the sea from fannliarity as much
as he had loved it in anticipation )

On that great merning when the American nen-of-
war ran inte Manila Bay the exeentive officer <et him 1o
look for torpedo bants  The storv of how hw reported,
with his hand to his cap in salute,  Torpado hoat  on
our starboard how. «ir; she's sinking bv the bow, sir
she’s sunk,” went the round of the messes. After the
battie came that long period of waitling until the armv

ashod

took the c¢ity. When the sun was not as hot as an
oven the clouds poured torrents that rose from the hot
awnings in steam.

Dy this time Franklin had come to comprehend the
separation of officer and man as only actual service can
rereal it Sometinies, with cap in hand, he had to pass
through the wardroom and the officers’ guartiers. These,
which had heen  his  father's portion, would be his
cousin’s, bul conld never be his,

His fellow-apprentices were quite content wiith the
forecastle. 'They felt more at home aft than they would
totweand  Thele Wea Cliarley, foo cxample. Charley stu-
died _as bitle as he might @ he was always gelling into
tuschdd, but withal a bricht, good-hearted fellow, with
the mahings of a fivstclass seaman 1n him.

The boatswam, known as ' Pele ’ in the forecastle
and * Decring 7 forward—and there vou have his two
names—used to fend off ntrusion when Franklin was
husy with his hooks., All his studies had the require-
ments for admission to Annapolis in view. Not that he
expecled ever to have his learming put to the test. Heo
hnew no one; he had no hepe of knowing anyvone who
vould secure for him the coveted appointment. It pleased
him to he ready.

. One day, as he was bending over the little box which
is al once a seaman’s work basket and wardrobe, the
captam, who had strolled aft, stopped by his side, and,
looking over his shoulder, saw a photograph.

“Why. that’s Thompson !’ he oxclaimed.
telation of yours ?

‘ My father, sir,” Franklin replie
his feet and saluted. plied, as he sprang to

; “‘ I did not huow that,” the captain repeated, thought-
uily.

ITe picked up the photograph and seanned the face
o! his old messmate. Afterwards he never passed Frank-
Iim without o spubling glance. Bul that glance, meant so
kindly, had a sting. It seemed to say that he was in a
position unworthy of his father's name,

When a visiting Congressman of the United States
came aboard the cruiser as a guest Pete instantly sought,
out Franhlin, and, takimg hun to one side where he
conld not he overheard, said :

“Now's your chance, my bully boy. A Congressman
can do most anxthibg, so thev say. You go right up
to this one and hnock your cap smart as you ean and
tell him who your father was and that you want to go
to Annapolis’

Tranklin had not the courage or the presumption,
whicheser von eall it ; Iete called it * gall.’

It you woun't, sonnv T will.’ )

And when he suw the Congressman sitting on  the
dech aiter general quarters he approached him  with a
enlopy as earnest as 1t was peluresque. The Congress-
ian smnled and asked to «ee Franklin,

*how, sonny,” =ad IDeter, * Uve eleared the
nel o forward and do s our evolutions.'

As T'rankhim stood bhefore the elderlv, dignified man
stttimg heside the captian on the captain’s deck he felt
huneeli 1o be quite the most msigniicant apprentice in
the watld  The Congressman looked lim over keenly
tromt head Lo foot, as i he were exawmining the texture
ot Lthe cloth on the back of his 1acket.

‘o vou want to o to Annapolis ??

Did he want to? Itoes the tender shoot of spring
wanl  {the  sunhight 7 I“ranklin’g volece trembled  with

*Is he any

chan-

hope
*Yes, <ar Wore than austhing else in the world.’
ST nol making anv promoces,’ the Congressman

saud finally f Congressimen have not o pocketful  of
blanks to 11 out whenever thev see a hrght boy. I'll
see what T oean do ! '

Wien, by the rules of the navv, Franklin was  sup-
posed to T sound asgleep that mpght he was wide awako,
nitldime aie castles How long would he have to  wait
;wmmr‘ e teurd from the Conovessman ? Would he ever
wear ?

The statesman  did  not appeav again ahoard the
crmser for manv days  In the meantinie a new cadet,
with jus stripe fresh on s arm, came to the cruiser.
Tt was none other than Uranklin’s own cousin, Edward.
When thev met at doll there was no look of recognition
i Edward's face  Later, in one of the intervals of the
dav which the forecastle mav call its own, the officer
care att and in a patromsmg marnner asked the ap-
prentwee how he was getting on When Franklin  told
hun very well, Fidward said 1t was awkward for an offi-
eor to have o cousin m the forecastle, and walked away.
I'ranklin finshed ot 1the remark, and repeated tunder his
breath his father’s advice, as the soldier of the old days
tepeated his taheman

The next dav Franklin had shore leave, On his way
lTark 1o the guav he saw his  fellow-apprentice Charley
m bad company  He jorgol all else except his friend’s
plight. and his horror ever 1t When finally he had se-
paraled Charley from the lounger who wanted to show
the sailor bov the town, the cruiser’s latnch had gone.
Thev had 1o hire a native to row them out in o hanka,
whith erept at a snait’s pace m the gathering  darke
ness

Tar (he firsl fime n hig Jife Franklin was among the
arensed who stood ot the most the next mornineg to hear
thesr centences ntom the captain,. who acts as  fudge, and
with 4the capfam was the Congressman Franklin  saw
s ook of spnise a2 their eves met The captain apoke
ot e own woiel o deliserineg sontence of suspension from
leave privilepe for six months,

Franhlim's head swam, and his cheeks were aflame.
1Te eonld oniyv reply with a hoarse * Yes, sir.’

As he turned to go he heard the (‘ongressman  say
sarcastically that he did not think ‘ that hoy was so
very anxicus {o go to Annapolis,’
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