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The Trials of the Church

His Eminence Cardinal Moran, in the course of o
speech made at the opening of 5 bazpnar at Botany some
days ago, said that the Church in Australia enjoyed a
comparative peace which was not enjoyed by it 1n other
lands. ¢n lrance rehigion was persecuted in g thousand
ways, to banish the very name of God from thousands
of the people, and to banish from the fair plains of
France those religious commumties to whom the State
waus ahdelied dor W31 the great thines achiesed  n tha
past in the name of religion by that great nation. It
was pothing new for the Church to be pereecnted either
in the home countries or in other iands, Writers had
told them of the admiration with which they contem-
plated the Catholic Church, the enly institution which
led back to the time when gladintors fought in the Coh-
soum, and when the smoke of sacrifice arose from pagan
altars in European countrics The Catholic Chuieh  in
every century had heen assalled by every strong  power
which the world could put forth "The power ol Imperial
Rome was so stern, so unrelenting, and so concentratod,
that even in ihe monuments that remain they saw the
abiding proofs of her allembracing power. Every other

ower assailed by Tome disappeared. The Nestorian
erctics and the Manichean seets were attacked and dis-
appeared. The Emperor Diocletian was se convinced thatg
he had crushed the Christian name that he erccted monu-
ments to record his success in stamping out the Chris-
tian name for cver. DBut

The Church’s Triumph

told them of the Divine Life of the Church, and it ioid
them also that all the power of the world was wielded
Ir vain agawnst her bulwarks, Our Saviour had sud
that. His Church would be persecuted, but e had pio-
mised also that the gates of hell should not prevail
against it. 1ts enemics might gain a triumph for a
while, but it would only be p passing triumph. Dassing
on, his Emirence referred to the stormn of persccution
which  raged ot the |Dbeginning of the pre-
sent contury in France, during which thou-
sands of priests were put to death by the
Revolutionists Belgium  and Holland had  heen
visited Ly persccution, as also had, as they were well
aware, Ireland, and also Fngland. All scemed to  be
lost to the onloaker. In time England became tolerant,
and never had a power so increased m wealth and pros-
perity as had that nation since she inauvgurated that
period of peace to the Catholic Church. Hiz Fminence
referred to the persecution sustained hy the Church in
Germany. Dismarck had determined to cirush the teach-
ing of the Catholic Church, and probably 30,000 piests
were exiled from the Empire DBut the storm passed, and
the Church arose from its ruins in greater grandeuar than
ever before  So would it be with France, hut no one
dreamt for g moment that those who assailed the Church
would achieve their aim. The Australian Church, oo,
had had its own davs of persecution. TFor the first 33
years at least the Church sustained a fierce persecution,
but it waned, and for the next 85 wvears a sort of tole-
rance was extended to Catholics. OFf latter years the
Church had enoved comparative peace. Many pecple
still assaled them, lgut though they could not  harm
Catholies, fortunately, they could use very Intter words
Catholics hoped, however, that those who were themre
enemies to-duy would he their best friends to-morrow
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MRS, 2 XILLEEN, WELLINGTON.

Mrs. Ehrabeth Rilleen, who dwed in Wellington
on Monday, Mayv 18, was well known and hghly  es-
teemed 1n that eity, and also on the West ('()ftsi, where
she and her husband, the iate My, Michae! Killeen, had
resuded for many vears. Durng her allness the deccased
was attended by the Rev. Father Holley., The  Sisters
of Merey, of St. Mary's Convent, were also most atten-
tive., On Wednesday, Mav 20, o Reguiem Mass was cele-
hrated in the Basilica of the Sacred Hewrt by the Hev
Father Holley, who also officiated at the graveside at
the Karor: Cemetery, where the mterment toolk pllgcv on
the saune afternoon, heing assisted by the Rev. Tather
Walsh  The  deeccased was the sccond daughter of the
lJate Mr Alexander MeMoahon, of Kilrush and Ballina-
eally, County Clare Her hushband predeceased her  bw
ahout 10 woeks, and to the sorrowing family—a  son
and two daughlers—the simeerest sympathy of  a large
circle of friends s extended in thoir bereavement —
nre.

The winter excursion to the lslands of the Western
Pacific, which is being organised in Sydney n c\c.)m_lectul)n
with the opening of the Catholic Cath_ed:'a] at Suva, W'lll.
be the most comprehensive of the kind that has ever
been  arranged The itimerary will lxlcltj(!e Tonga.,
Samon, ¥, New Hebrides, and Levalty Groups, and
Norfolk, Wallie, Futuna, Rotumah, Teanna, Pines I‘slands
and New Caledonia. The steamer will Iva‘_\_'e Sydney
about July 25, and will make n cruise of 7000 miles
among those little known istapds.  Every point of inter-
pst will be visited, and it is safe to say that never he-
fore has such an opportunitv for secing these wonderful
jands, ond studsing the habits and customs of the
natives, becn offered to the puble.. .

i fter ef-
You can protect yourself from any Berious a
tects erising from a had cold by taking TUSSICURA.—*
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NEW ZEALAND: GENERAL

.On account of Wednepday of this week being the
PI'rince of Wales' birthday and a close holiday in the
Post Oflice, we have been obliged to g0 to press on
Tuesday evening. Correspondence reaching this office on
We(ine&day morning has, therefore, to be held over for
NEXL  ESSUC,

Dock debts, like Iruit (said Judge Kettle in  the
Mawera. Bankruptey Court the other day), want to be
colleected when they are fresh, )

A witness in the Arbitration Court in Wellington the
other day delivered himself thus : 1 don't consider the
haking business a trade ; T consider it g profession. No
man has yet mastered the art of fermentation,

The trade of the port of Dluft during some months
past  (says the ‘' Southland Daily News ") has suffered
considerably owing to the lateness of the harvest aflect-
ing the export of oats. The ordinary revemue for the
month  was reported ‘'bv the Secretary to have been
L1530, or £490 jess than the returns for the same period
last year. In reply to a member, he also stated that
for the past five months the deficiency, compared with
the corresponding period of 1902, was some £1700,

A rather interesting point was raised at the Napfer
Magistrate's Court last week, in a case in which a pro-
hibsted person was charged with having entered an ho-
tel on May 9, duripg the currency of an order that ex-
1sted against him. Counsel for defendant contended that
a4 the order had h)en made on the morning of the 10th
May, 1902, 1t expired on the morning ot the 9th dMay,
1903, and was, therefere, not in force when the defen
dunt went into the hotel. The police inspector Imain-
tained that the order had not expired till midnight on
the 9th. Mr. Turnbull, S.M., remarked that the only
authority he knew on the point was that a man was
supposed to have attained his majority on the day be-
fere he was 21, Counsel intimaled that he would be
abie to produce authorities 1f the cose were allowed to
stand over The case wns accordingly adjourned.

The Tremier, interviewed on the subject of the cable
messuge to the London * Daily Express' newspaper re-
parding the sale of New Zealand meat in the United
Kimgdom, sad 1t is net intended to enter into competi-
tion with either the meat export companies here or the
retasnlers at home, and there wili be mo cutting of rates
because the Government belicves that the superior qua-
hty of New Zenland meat will carry its own recommen-
dation. The problem of the fluctuation in prices through
larpge or short supplics on the Home market will be
tahen into consideration in hixing the retail price so that
prices will not go up and down suddenly, but will re-
main the same lor delimte periods, he (Government has
telt that New Zealand meat has not had justice done Lo
it 1 the markets of Great Brilain, and that inferior
meat, such as that from the Argentine, was sold in its
“tead. Under these eircuinstances, 1t was felt that some-
thing should be done to advance the interest of the New
Zeatund producers  The question of purchasing at this
cndd and shipping from New Zealand is a detail that has
vet to be arranged, and generallv it dees not appear
that the schame is very far advanced.

Replyimg to Press strictures on his attitude towards
the Farmers' Umon, Sir Joseph Ward, in o speech  at
the opening of the new Woimakarivi brdge, said that on
a former occasion he had publicly stated that union was
i pgood thing and was as necessary for the protection of
turmers Ay worhkers., Farmers' unions were for their
protection, and were destined to do a large amount of
good, e had never viewed thesc unions with a  sus-
picious eve or shown hostility to them. e had never
sard that any umon in the Colony should be formed for
political purposes, but held that membership should be
open 1o all shades of  political opimion, Members of
unions should be ndowed to exercise the pobitical fran-
chise they posgsessed, without interference. The Govern-
ment would noet support vniens of the character indica-
ted. LReferring to the retiresaent of AMr, M Curdy from
the post and telegr, oh service, Sir Joseph said it was
reported to him that an oflicer 1n the telegraph service
wis also secretary of a Tarmers’ Umon. 1t was entire-
ly against the rules of the department for any officer to
hold the position of secretary, not only of the Formers’
Union, but of any union. As a result of attention being
called te the matter, fur time was giten the officer to
conform to the rules of the Publie Service. An attempt
had bheen made to “martyrise ' the officer in guestion,
butl he had the right to do that which he thought heat—
either to conlorm to the rules of the Service or leave
the Serviee, and he had  e¢lected to take the latter
course,

We are always more profitably employed in praising
Cod than even in despising ourselves,

Sincerity is the basis of all true friendship.
sinecerity 1t 1s like a ship without ballast,

Always there is wine or there is oil, the grape must
be erushed and the alive must be pressed.

God regards not how much we do, but from how
miich it proceeds ; he does much that loves much.

Mind is that which perceives, feels, remembers, acts,
and i8 conscious of continual existence.

He who never in his life was foolish was never a wise
man.
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