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(From our own correspondent.)
Dublin, March, 1903,
A Big Wind.

And there are still some alive who recollect Lhe big
wind of ¢4 years ago, a hurricane such as Visils our
mild atmosphere only once in several penerations. A
few weeks ago, Just such another fierce tempest wvisited
ug, and there were few hearts unshaken by the terrors
of & night such as none of us had ever experienced be-
fore. The devastations Wwitnessed next morning were
appalling 1n every spot that lay in the line of
each terrific gust of wind : chimneys down, roofs toin
off, walls overthrown; as for trees, another generation
will have grown up before the havec amongst trees n
every part of Ireland can be repaired. The pride of
Dublin was the timber in the I’hoenix PPark, the finest
public park in ¥urope. Each early summer, in the lovely
montk of May, thousands flocked out to enjoy the beau-
tiful sight of the park hawthorns in full bleom. It was
just as if all the white blossoms in the whole world had
gathered together for a maying here, as 1l millions of
voung maidens in white were holding revel on the green
sward, whtle the great forest trees, in thewr ireshest
green in honor of the May, looked on, like fathers and
mothers enjoying the tender beauty of their lovely,
flower-decked children. The morning after the storm,
in the Park alone 1400 of those forest trees lay low
and 1700 of the beautiful hawthorns, so loved by our
citizens, were torn up, never agman to don their  white
May crowns.

Fortunately the wind blew off land, so that we had
no wrecks along our eastern shore to add to the terrors
of that night, and there were no deaths, although there
were many miraculous escapes from falling houses and
chimney-stacks , we conscquenily escaped with monetary
losses and the beauty of innumeralde plantations spoiled,
while the old saying, ‘1it’s an ill-wind blows no one
good,” is verifiied in increased employment for the peoor
and the amount of fLirewood the latter have obtained
even near the citics, 1 notice some strange freaks of
wind : this district was once the port of Dublin and wasg
guarded by seven massive castles buslt about eight bun-
dred years ago : of these castles three remaun, in a more
or less 1uined condition, the chief rmuan khaving been
caused by the kand of man. Theie ure alse the remains
of o very ancient church., While modern reoofs and win-
dows and wails were scattered ke chafl before the wingd,
not a stone was displaced 1n the old castles or church.
A peautiful tree lay along the ground in one spot, its
rools torn up and hare, vet chinps of Ditile primroses
nestled 1n the soil close by, perfectly unharmed, their
veljow blossoms smiling avway in the supshine that suc-
ceeded the night of turmoil and rain ; a fine house stood
hali uonroofed, its glass houses one mass of wrechage,
while close by a crazy Lhttle summer-house, oid and
roofed with cork, remaned, secmingly 1n betler condi-
tion than hefore the storm; a tall stack of chimneys
crushed in through a roof, within a fow yoards, a jaunty
little (ag-stafi as upright as ever; huge elms prostrate,
fragile daflodils, gay and unhurt, swinging their pretty
heads to and fro m the grass heswde the fallen grants
By a curious comcidence, we had not had * Macheth ' 1n
Trublin for many a long vear . two days afier the storm
it was given, and T went te sce that grand play for the
first time in my lie. There was an audible laugh heord
through the theatte when the actor spoke the lines
Qescribing the stormy mght * Where we lay, the chim-
neys were laid low ' Those who did nol know the text
seemed Lo think the lines were a topical allusion intro-
duced by the actor,

The National Festival.

Never was St. Patrick’s Day celebrated in Treland
so fittingly as this year The people have determined
that the fenst of our great saint shall ro longer be held
as il these were still penal davs, but that it shall bhe
kept as a genuine religious and natiohal festival, and,
with this end 1n vlew, strenuous offorts were made to
induce all puhblicans throughout the ecountry to close
their bars. Unfortunately, the Governmont will not
gite us a law compelling this closing on Sundays and
holidays, therefore, moral <una<ion  is the only foree
availlable. Happily, ihis moral suasion was so cffective
on last St. Patrick’s Dav  that in many towns and
countryv disiricts not alone were all other business ppe-
miscs closed, but all public houses refrained from open-
ing, in compliance with the requests of the Catholic
clergy and of the Gaelic Teague, and even in Dubhin
ahout oneg half of the licensed premises wore shut ; con-
sequenlly, 1the ' drowning of the shamroek ' was almost
totally moeglected, to the great benafit of the community
and the joy of all true lovers of thewr country  As for
the wearmg of the national emblemm, unless eare is taken
each year henceforth to re-seed the sod, 1 fnm'_tho gen-
uine plant will quickly disappear, for this Pafrick’s Dav
the wearing of the green meant that most people sported
what looked like whole acres of trefoil, and if the ex-
portation ati all equalled the preparations indicated by
the thousands of pretty boxes in  florists’ and fanev
gpoods’ shops, why, shamrock-growng on a bLig seale will
have to be adopted on some national farm, or the plant
is doomed.

Three years ago a young Irish soldier was severely
punished for appearing ‘on parade with St. Patrick’s leat
in his cap. This vear a Bill is passed in Parliament

ine;liéing the 17th of March a public holiday for all Ire-
and,

Expected Visitors.

Yot another Jrish Bill has just been passed through
Parliament. It is to enable g great international motor
car race to be held in Ireland, and this race of the
wealthy 15 to come off in summer in the midland coun-
ties over a course of about 200 miles, the Gordon-Ben-
nett LCup tu be compeled for on the second day. This
event will, of course, bring over American, English, and
Frendh unllionaives (it is easier to be a mitlionaire in
France than anvwhere, for it only meansg francs) by the
score, we can see them in dozens with the naked eye—
think of it! T must say that as regards these golden
nien and women, I am as I was with regard to kings and
quecns when 1 was a child. I now know that a king
goes about the world in o common hat, and it is most
unfair that he should do so, but the men who are made
of guinea pold and dollar gold should be obliged, by a
special clause in this special Aet of Parliament, to have
gold hats, or gilt moustaches, or something by which
the crowd can know them during the eoming summer,

We shall have no end of sights provided lor us  in
Ircland this scason. There will be all these wealthy
and of course remarkably refined and elegant strangers,
male and female, motoring and otherwise touring  all
over the country in flocks or in coveys, like golden
pheasants. If all goes well with the Land Purchase Act,
we shall sce the King and Queen in July or August. We
ate tu have the Cork Exhibition this summer again, only
ten times prettier and more inviting than it was last
summer ; let us hope it will do as well financially as on
the last occasion. Then there will he a variety of motor
boat contesis on the water in different places, and, of
cowrse, the world-renowned autumn Horse Show, which
18 also a great lady, show, or rather, thousands of
ladies trot out wonderful costumes on view ; and so
on, and so on, enough to make us forget the real end
of man altogether,

Workhouse Reform.

owever, all the world is not bent on vain pleasureg
alone. There are still a goodly number whose happin-
css Lies in striving to make the lot of others better. Omne
of the many schemes on foot towards this end is a much
needed and praiseworihy eflort 1o reform, in a measure
at least, the pernicious worlhouse, or poorhouse sy 8-
tem of this country ; a system that was never suited
to the country, a svstem by which a staff of officials
get every comlort out of the heavy tax imposed for the
maintenance of the destitute, and these latter, the old,
the vouneg, the sich, and the imhecile, are umprisenad in
nuserable caravansaries, wheie fow indeed are their com-
farts and many their woes, Not the icast of these woes
is the herding of the adle, the worthless, the depraved
with  these  decent  poor. It is  onme of the
gores  ¢f  these cold  houses that innocent childe
hood is not suflicientlv  protected from  evil
compamonship  An association has been formed amongst
cainest-minded  Catholics and Irotestants, clergy and
laity, the objeet of which is {o make these refuges less
bleak for the aged, to toke away ydung children alto-
gether from their anfluence by boarding the little ones
oul separately in decent families where they will  get
avery chance of becoming honest, worthy meimmbers  of
~ocietv. hesides being a far less tax upon the public ; to
make the hitherto dle worhhouses deserve their name bv
obiiming all able-hodiwed mmates, and even casual dwel-
lers, 1o work at some reallv useful empiloviments and
thus make them less of paupers and less of o drain upoen
the community , lastly, there 1s a scheme under consi-
detatron Jor freeing harmless lunatics, such as  idiots,
bv placing them also out Lo hoard in country districts,
instead of the state of imprisonment that now renders
the lot of these afilicted. vet at times very happy crea-
tures, a miserable lot indeed It is only just to our
poor to sayv thaf everyvwhere theyv rebelled against the
cturl law that shut away the poor ‘ innocents,” depriving
them of the freedom that was the greatest joy of their
darhined livee Restllessness is a part of the malady aof
idints,  and  their wandermgs from house to house,
amongst well-known faces and where there was ever a
kind word of welcome for the ‘innocent,” acted as a
soothing influence, offen as an aimost rationalising in-
fluenice wipon the weak-witted, wh were looked upon
bv our simple, kindlv countrv people as lucky, as bring-
me o blessing upon a house and village, and I have
often heard the peasantry speak very regretiully and
bitterly of {the poor fools having been taken away and
locked up  In truth, it is sincerciv to be hoped that the
association for the finproiement of the poorhouse gys-
tem will succeed in its will-meant efforts.

Archdiocese of Tuani.

The newly-clected Archbishop of Tuam, the Most Rev,
Dr. TTealv, ig making a visitatron of his new diocese and
ig everywhere received with great warmth, ¥is Grace i9
2 man who will well i}l the place laft vacant hy  the
death of the much-regretted Archbishop Croke. Tleis an
ardent rishman who goes in stronelv for peasant pro-
prietorship, is a gifted speaker, a Icarnqd man, a Welll-
read archaeologist. and a graceful writer One of his
works, * Early Trish Christian Schools and Scholars,’ is
amongst the most delightful and valuabhle works of our

time,
M.DB.
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