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exercise seems to refresh them. It happened in the
county of Down. An over-zealous policeman met a far-
mer whose name was painted on his eart in script  or
cursive characters, like ordinary writing. My mon,’
said the uniformed busybody, * these letters are iery
difficult to read. The Act requires your name to  he
painted In Roman letters.’ The larmer sat doggedly and
sullenly still under the official rebuke until the hated
woird f loman " smote bhis ecar-drum. Then i eanc
blazed like o pair of hitle electric furnaces. * Homan '’
he furfously shouted. ‘' To hell with the ['ope! ' Aud
with a fierce whip-cut on his horse's ribs, he was off.
»

Some of the many and far-reaching results of this
melancholy epirit of sectarian animosity in Delfast are

set  forth in  trenchant phrase in the cowse
of one of a series of cleverly - written articles
by the editor of the * Southern Cross '’ of
Buenos Aires, who  has  recently  returned io

hiz desk from an extended tour in Ireland. ‘' Telfast,’
says he in his latest contribution to hand, * huins with
industry and calls itself progressive. And 1e¢l, hnder-
lying all this commerciahism, all this thrift and all this
cult of the main chance, there is a cast-iron bigoirv—a
cruel, corroding, uniathomahle, ferocious sectarian ran-
cor. You feel this, too, before you are long in Dellast.
It seems to pervade ithe very atmosphere. It sows exis-
tence. It works its way into wmost fields of humnan ac-
tivity. You sce it in the stern features of shopmen who
actually make their business intcrests subservient +to
Orangeism. You read it in the Press. At the custom
house esplanade there is a fleece anti-Catholic open air
gutter-orator propaganda roing on nearly everv Sunday
The high councils of fanatics and schemers who direct
the no-Popery campaigns mav be said Lo be in perma-
nent session. Of the ten thousand operatives working
in the ship-building vyards not ten are Catholics A
Catholic’'s life would not be safe there. The owners of
the yards are not bigoits by choice. They are the 1ic-
tims of circumstances. If thev emploved Cotholics, they
would be in hot water the whole year round To begin
with, things would be constantly happening—to the
Catholics. Bolts and crowbars and hamniers and pach-
ages of rivets and sharp, heavy pleces of serap-iron
would be falling on thelr heads. comine 1o all intents
and purposes out of the skv. No one coukl he pointed
out as the thrower of such missiles It would he  all
put down to accident. There would be no hostile nane-

festation of a noisvy character. Theroe would e no
howhng  DBut, !l the same, Cathohie mechanies  wonld
be dropping off from dav to dav  One would he  Jound

lying under a girder at the bottom of o ship's hold |
another would be found sprawimg on a scaflfolding with
the point of a three-inch  shachle—pin buried o his
brains ; later on another would e Tound under o bt
with both Iegs broken. It would all he seeming acerdent
The police could mate nothimg of 1t The cmplovers
might or might not he obliged to pay damages hut a
any case they would have no end of ligal trowhle  on
their hands. No one can controel scrap-ion m Beliast
when there is scctarian or politieal trouble an the wind
0dds and cends of bheilers and gurders and other proee-
tiles disappear from the vards and reapl ear down town
in shewers, smashmg heads and wimndows and the peace
of the realm. The way to look for smoeothness i the
labor market, therefore, is to heep the opposinge torees
apart. The ship builders are not m busimess lo coiner
bigolry or to expernnent an politiwcal plulanophy Thes
are merely hard-headed employers who cue wisen therr
generation. They  know too well how the cat poups
They know, for nstance, that, notwithstanding  1he
honest, if lamentable, veal of a few fanatical leaders and
some of their followers, there is another tact—the fat
that Orange hostility to Catholicism s largely due o
sordid pelitical enmity, or in other words to had ecash

A Retrograde Movement

Dr. Creighten once said of the Fnglish schoolboy
that ‘ the only nieans to make hun learn 15 at the point
of the bavonet ' The amtation of the Tubleainm—~chaools
pecple reminds us that there are wany good iolh gtnone
us to whom it 1s alimost equally diflicult to teach some
of the plain  lessons of histoarsy 14 there 15 any tact
that the past thice centwmies ot British history teaches
naore clearly and cemphaticully than another, it s the
hopeless, complete, and admitted  failure ol every at-
tempt by the Siate to make a creed and dictate 1t to
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its subjects. And the story of the failure is told in
volumes thal are writ in blood. In the days of the
cighth Henry and of Elizabeth, the idea was equally
unworhable, And a never-ceasing protest against it
went on unii! it was finally abandoned in 1829, No-
Body nowadays contends that the State has competenoe
or ability to intrude upon the domain of religious teach-
ing. This is not and never can be a funetion of eivil
government Tt s the dutv of parents and the Church. And
vet the recent DBible-in-schools conlerence in Wellington
presenied Lo abgels and men the {ollowing cxtracrdinary
spectacle : (1} A number of grave and reverend segniors,
representatives of half a dozen Christian denominations,
proclaimed their willingness—nay, their eagerness—to ab-
dicate the right of imparting rcligious imstruction to
the young, and to hand it over to the State. (2) They
put forward the lamentable assumption that religion is
not a divine and connected sysiem or body of truth,
but a mere heterogencous bundle of independent doce-
trines and precepts, and that they were free  to _ select
from among these—as they would select cravats and
gloves at a hargain-counter--those that happened to
suit their passing fancey or the needs of the moment. (8)
The system that found jovor in their sight happened to
be a form of Unitarianism. And now, despite the les-
sens of the past, Lhey  woolly ash the Gosernment to
gue 1ts legislative imprimatur to the newly-devised creed
and force 1t on ihe public schools of the Colony, with a
worthless  double-barrelled ¢ conscience clause ’  which
would turn  Jewish and Cathelic children into little
pariahs and lead to the imposition of g religious test in
the appointment of teachers ! This 18, in good sooth,
bringing us perilously necar a system of religious perse-
culicon.
*

The view of the teachers regarding this proposed re-
turn to the had old-time principle of State-made creeds
15 sure to be an important factor in the coming agita~
tion  The members of the Tapanui branch of ithe Otago
Educational Instituie have spoken out upon the subject
In the following reselution. and the voice of other teachers
15 Likely to be heard to some purpose on the subject at
an carly date —

*That this branch of the Otago Educational Insti-
tute 15 of opimion that the introduction of the Bible into
the State schools would he opposed to the best interests
of cducation, of the State, and of religion itself, and for
the fellowing yeasons @ (1) That the syllabus 18 already
overlonded  (2) Tt would lead eommmitoes 1o reject
teachors who, for conscientions reasons, were  not pre-
pared 10 take charge of the Thbhle lessons T he msUtute
holds thitt relgieus beltels should be no bar Lo State
emplovment  (3) Tt would Jead to a distinclion  being
made 1 cur sthools between I'rotestant and Catholic
cinldren  In our schools all pumls should meel merely
us childien of the State, and the mstitute helioves that
thenr alnlity sa 1o meet for over 23 vears has  been of
ey greal advantage to the Stoate (1) It would tend
to ostablish the amthority of the State to interfere n
religious aftuirs, an mterference which, in the opimion of
the nstitute, story planly shows to hasve Lad evil
restilts on both Siate and religion (53 It would bhe a
~erious 1mjustice Lo our Cathobie fellow-citivens, mnasmuch
as they would he compelled to rav for that which they
cannot conscnntiously approyve of, (6) That the insti-
tute 15 ol opimon that religious education  should  be
given by religtons persons, otherwise thoie 18 a  daneor
ol the Ihble stself beme Inought mnto contenpt, and of
a hishie Jor it bemg created o the nands of the  chil-
diren.’

Modern * Seers’
Samuel Dutler poms o hine spray ol cold rallery up-
an the secers, fortune-tellors, and C futurists * "who
fMale fools beliese o their foresceng
OF things before they are 1n heng,
To swallow pudecons ere thev re catcehed,
And count therr chichens ere they 're hatched ?
He pays the following thibute to therr well-kbnown prin-
ciple of husmess caution :—
Tt s3]l the best Tor him that gives
The hest price tor’'t, or best heliweves '
In the daxs of the Duritan regone n England, Parlia-
ment heens<od the notorions Booker as its gwn pintieular
fortune-tetler, and gase him a «fnct wonopoly of  the
business of ognostiwcation—after the wmanuer of  the
professional scothspayers of ancrent pagan Rome. Now-
adays the business of pretendimg to probe ithe future s
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