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Land Legislation.

Itarely hias theie Leen o time of snch intense general
interest and analous  eapeclancy  as we have passed
througl: witlin the last month  «inee 1t became known
that the Chiet Secretary, Mr, Wyndham, intended 1o
bring 1n his Land Purchase Dill on the 25th of March,
on Lady Day, which 15, cutiously envugh, the spring-pale
or rent-day of the Irish farmers.

Every man and woman in Ireland having any imter-
est in the country looked forward te the morning of the
26th, when all would know the lale of the peasantry
who have made as brave a struggle for life '  thewr
own land as ever a people pade. Esvery Irish member of
Parhament, every Irish landowner who could be prescat
was 1 his place in Parlisunent to hear the Chiel Scere-
tary’s speech 1n proposing the Dill, and the poorest man
in the community at honie found the ptice of a news-
paper neal norning.

Many wecks betore this reaches you, the cablegrams
will have given you all the detwls of this long-looked-
for and most momentous Bill, a Bill so long due and
which, 1t was hoped, would be of such awmple scope ug
would Iahe svme amends for manv disappowntments,
would realise the hopes so long deferred, would, 1n tact,
be, not just, for n the present state of England’'s war
budget 1t would be mmpossible to repay the hundreds of
millions of over-taaation that have been drawn  from
Ireland for lLmperial purposes, but a Dill that would give
peaceful ownership and cowparatiie comfort to the pea-
saniry and at the sale tune saolisfly the natural desire
of the out-gommg landlords not to be losers Ly the bar-
gain.

I do not pretend to understand all the intricacies of
the proposed scheme, all that 1 can clearly see 1s Lhat
the Lill (upon which <o inany naticnal hopes were
built) 1s a Landlords’ 1311l , that unless the irish Par-
Liamentary Parly persuade  the Government to recon-
sider ang amend stz principal clauses, 11 15 such as could
not be accepled ny the natron, save at the cost of hang-
ing a mllstene round the farmers’ nechs for {wo  gene-
rations to come and loading thewr pocheis with stones
for ever and mmen  Amvone can see, with hall an ene,
thati the landowners, at leas<t the smalicr owners, e
more than pleased, ae astomshed ot the terms oftered
them, even thouweh thev trvy hard to hide their snnies,
for, as ron doubtless adrendy Tow, the owrers of soell
eslates come under the calegory of selleis whon get o
bonus of 13 per cent, whnle the Jaige estates of high
value will onlv hrng therr owoers & 5 per cent. share
of the nuwluang bonus, and as the Gosernment absolu-
tely refures (80 jur) to mnhe sale compulsory 1he vory
men whose estates, divided out, swould mose the great-
est hoon (o the many e the mwen who, o all proba-
bility, will not sell at all

1t §= a patv the Goverpmend i not make o Ing,
honest effort nstead of perbdling, 1or peddle it s, as
ithings stand now, and, ereat s 1s the sebl-command the
people are exercising, though there s sometinng Like
the hush of a4 prief or o disappoimtment too preat  to
he expressed, sl it s evident that disappontment s
the general feehing  Towever, helore yery ahs davs
are over, the Nationnl Convention called 1o consider
the Dl wili be held in Dublin, and the nterval  will
giie the Irmsh people time to con over, to consuder  to
mutually advise upon this momentous evisis Fhe Trish
peasantiy are an intellicent people and a wice  people,
as Mr John Redmaond sad m his speech on the mbio-
duction of Mr Bancdham’s I, and they wall not de-
cide unwisely at that Conventign as to the course A{o
b pursied.

O & cortanty, 3 the danses laying down the price
10 be pard. by 1he fmimers, the Lime—6G9 years—to bhe
consumed 1 that payvment. the additional sum to he
pawd i perpetioty (the ewehih of the purchase maoney,
when o pepjercorn would serve the purposes of the e
servedand the <eale of honoses pgiven to onners a3 in-
ducements to seli, if these (lavses be not materially al-
tored 9t waill o hard with the Trish faimers in the fu-
ture shoull thev now. jn thoer longme for peace and <o
ciitity, ronsent to buy at such a price. There i Little
happiness in onmg  the 100f over vour head 1f vou
have hrmarv childien  beneath that 1oof. The cluldien
will =01l po awav ta the free lands and <end home more
and more eatlle andd coin 1o beat dowmn st lower the
prices at homie Yes, it s a pity A Windham was not
maore cotmragenns  Both Faeland and Treland were pie-
pared for Ins being so 1Te had a magmficent opportu-

nily.

Tand Values

A book ihat is nol mal a propos of thie tand pur-
chase twinstion has mst been pubbshed Bt s hv Mr
der Hlapeard, who has spent three vears a_tud\'mg’ the
etibioct of the deprecration of land salues in Fapland
The vesult of dr  1ader Hagomd's novesbhaations s
startline and it strikes the Tosh noanad that ot womld be
jnstructine reading for  bhath Fnoheh and Tosh TPory
Iandlords, law officials, cie, ete, who still permit them-
gelves to call the Irish peasant “a man of  predatory
habits.’ and  so  on  The statistics contained in Mr
Rider ITaggard’s hook arce long and dismal, and of

statesmen who have gone to the next world still know
of and take an mterest in terrestrial matters, one would
give a good deal to know John Bright's and Mr. Glad-
stoue’'s opinion of the ocutcome of Free Troade, supposing
these gentlemen to be permitted still to keep an eye
vpon their iavorite children here below, Taking a few
examples of the fall of land values in rural ngland
briefly, we learn that— '

n Deorsetshire, famous for its dairy producls, rents
have fallen in the measure given in the following talfles :

1860-1870. 1900,
L. ER
(1) B70 400
(2) 750 250
(3) 450 240
Total L2070 £890

Reduction, 1870 to 1900, 52 per cent.

Wiltshite, chicfly tillage and sheep farming. Rents on
arable farms—

1870-1875. 1900,

£ £

(1) 2600 825

(2} 1500 600

(3) 2000 400

(4) 800 250
Totals £6900 £2075

Reduction since 1870, 70 per cent,

And ihe same startling figures are given for the other
counties, while the reduction in the selling price of farms
1 oven greater throughout the entire of rural England.

Irish Ilislory ‘ as she is Wrote.’

We  hear incessantlv of * higher education’ now-
adays, s0 much so that many people are evidently fal-
Ling into a way of believing that young people are now
cndowed with far deeper, broader, Lner intellects than
were those ot a generation, or any generation back, and
hare net to learn the A.B.C, of knowledge in the self
samie way that thewr forefathers did. They jump into
knowledge, as it were, and are, or are supposed to be,
profound at an age when the miserable little boys and
grils of long ago played marbles, rolled hoops, and
talked to dollies. At tinwes, though, some of us get
shochs. The other duy 1 took up a volume of English
History, a history in use 1 a boys' college. A  page
fiell open at the following lucid and enunently instructive
sumning up of an agomsing pertod 1n lrish mode:n his-
Lory —

" The vear 1847 was also marked by great distress
both o England and lreland. The potuto crop  again
farled  there was a fannne mn Ireland ; and, though the
Ietish Pachament yoled teveral milhons 1o buy  food
for the starving Ivish, they nevertheless rose 1a rebel-
lron, O'Councll had now syamshed from the scene, and
Mr Yolbawn Smnth O’Broen, who attempted to sustain
his prart had not the reqiosite gualittes for 1t, Ths attempt
to exctte ar1ebellion mm 1818 proved a ridiculous failuro :
he was coptured an a cabbage garvden, convieted of high
treason. and transported  The 1rish, being deprived of
then prinecinal agitators, by degiees scettled down into
a mine frangquil state A large emigration, the 1ntro-
duaclron ol o wmore extended corn-cultivation and the in-
restmient ol oa large  smount of Enghsle camital have
since much miproted the condition of fhe country ; and
this the potatn rtot, which at first appreared o curse on
Treland, eventually tuined out a blessing '’

There are men and women vet living, at home and in
the eglonus, who hnow something of the real hstory of
Black 18 But s 1t anv nonder that the Enghsh, as a
nation, cannot reahse 1the whvs and wherefores of Irish
riscontent and Irich apstation, when it 1s thus the his-
tory of one ol the most terrible neriods of our nation’s
story 15 told ? Strapge. that the Trish have never yet
come to see the blessing of the potato 1ot and of all
the horiois that came in its wake, that s0:11 oppress our
people It has heen remarked that never sinee '48 have
the Tiish langhed so errily as they used to do before
the famme 1 once asked o thoughtful farmer why were
not the country people so gay and lighl-hearted as they
were sard to be leong amo. * I think," he said, *it’s De-
canse their nothers were all vouing in the famine times
and the sormow that struck into their hearts then has
descended, 1 p manner, on thew children.’

M. D.

COUNTY NEWS

DUBLIN.—Catholic Truth Society

At the annual meeting of the Catholic Truth Society
af Treland 1t was reported that sinee the Jast meeting
held o June, 1902, over H3G,000 hooks kad Deen  des-
patehed, amd within the  =ame space of time 81 new
branches were registored in econnection with the Cathe
alic chiyrehes throughout Treland. The business connec-
tions Iormed in the Tnited States and in the PBritish
colonies hatd heen forither developed, about 50,000 pub-
lications having bheon sent to Australia and 5000 to
Ametiea during the past scar, New publieationa printed
diring the twelve months hrought up the total number
issuedt to 157 Generol gratification woas expressed ot
the success of the societv, and the officers and council
were warmly thanked  for  their efforts. Archhishop
Healy was again elected president, and a widely repre-
sentative committee was chozen to direct the affairs of
the sociely for the next twelve months.
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