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Of course Mr. Crawford could not refuse a gilt so
kindly offered. As she bustled about, rolling the eges
in paper cases and packing them and the griddie-cake into
a little hasket, he stood looking on the pictures on the
walls about him. These pictures had ofton arrested his
attention belore, because many of them were old, and
some of = considerable value, as far as he could judge.
‘ The Village Festival,’ *The Fighting Horses,” ' T'ho
Jew’'s Harp '; these were the names of some of the en-
gravings. On the wall opposite the fireplace hung an
cld time-cbscured oil-painting, a portrait of g man.

Mr. Crawford stood looking fixedly at this, as he had
often done hefore

‘I wish, Thady,” he said at length, ' you would iend
me thia picture. T feel greatly interested in it, and can't
help thinking it is very valuable. Would you have auy
objection te parting with it ? I am gomg to London
next week, and I will visit a picture dealer there, who
will be able to tell mme what it’s worth. At the worst,
it I do not sell it, 1 can at least have it cleaned and
restored for you. Will you let me take a loan of it 9’

* Certainly, sir,” Thady answered readily. * Sure the
picture’s of no valug to me, except for ould time's sake,
since it was here, like the trees outside, with my grand-
father and great-grandiather before me. "Fake 1t, to be
sure, and may you have good luck with it, sir.’

Mr. Crawlord took down the picture from its place
After Mrs. Donnelian had brushed off the dust with a
clean cloth, he proceeded to carefully remove the cam as
from its frame . He thought it would be the safor way
to carry it rolled up eylinder-wise, but Thady and bis
wife said to themselves that whatever little value it
may have pessessed before, 1t was only a poor-locking
rag enough now it was removed from its frame. Dut
they didn’t express ihis opinion to their visitor.

As Mr. Crawiord was about to roll the canvas up
he took it to the window to have a better look at 1t
in the now fading light ; he thought he discerned a name
half-illegibly inscribed in the left~hand corbner where the
frame had hitherto hidden it. As he peered through his
glasses he gave a start of surprise, then looked moio
carcfully once again. At last he roiled it ap, and turned
to Mrg. Donnellan with a smile.

‘ Well, T'l1 take it with me and see what I can do,
These are the eggs : a thousand thanks, Ilerbert  and
his mother will be grateful to you. Good-bye now, and
don't be disheartened. Yull yourself together, Donnellan,
and get well ; but don't go out in wet weatha I’ he
back before Christmas and will tell yon all about this,’
tapping the roll of canvas he held carefully mn hig hand

A 1moment later he had mounted the dop-catt and
wns gone. As he drove home over the mounhtam  he
whistied a tune and felt happy, hoping that at least
the Donncllans were safe from eviction this yoeoar The
name he thought he discerned on the cansas was * Iol-

n.’
bet * God bless him, anyway ! 'Tis he ig the Lindly-
spoken gentleman,” Mrs, Donnellan cjaculited.  as  sche
walched the dog-cart vanish out of sight ' Thougph he
hrought the troubkle with him, 1 feel as if he had taken
1t away with him again too ' She turned and  bnsied
herseli about the house, mending the five and tdvine up
the noggins and plates after the boxs’ simple repast

HHopeless as things seemed, Mollie would nol grumble
cven now. She had come there ten or twelve sears he
fore, a happy, laughing girl, and at heart she Was e
happy, laughing girl still. The Gdv donry o L2060
which had comé to her on her wedding dav had  been
given shortly after. as was the custom, Lo “ioriune off
Thady's elder sister Kate, who got martied soon after
they did  Molly did not grudge 1t to her Thady was
good and kind, and made her sery happy  and the hitle
boys, aud now the precrous baby gul. connng oue in
one, made her oven happler still Thads 's cottaze with
its homely mnterests and pleasures, 1= prettv, well-ltended
garden stretching down to the shady 1oad and  the
orchard of frutt trecs securciv sheltered bhelond the house,
made a simple carthlv paradise to her, reudeied more
heavenly by her own happy. cheerful natine  She would
not be downhearted now, she told herselt deternnnedly
Thady must get well first ;) she would have to tahe
great earte of him. The potatoes and the hav and stiaw
could be looked to afterwards. Swrely the landlord
Woulg(\ljtw’?‘iwtady did not get well. The weather continued
to be damp and unwhoiesome, and kepl him groatls
indoors Whenever he ventured out, cven for  a  littie
while, he paud for it afterwards with dass and  mipghts
of racking pain Fmally he had to semam indoors alie-
gether, The doctor said !t_n]l,‘.‘.‘ht bhe fatal Lo him 1o
attempt to do any farming in the state of health he was
in. So Mollie hired a few men to dig ovt and  french
the potetoes for  them. This was eastly enouph done,
but the mmen's wages made a big hole v the <ernler pro-
fits of the crop  And the hav and straw Jav <1l 1n-
touched and vnmarheled in the haggard nnder  the win-
ter's rain and snow  AMollre was m ogreat tvaiable

Christimas was now albiost upon thewm, and bt pmro-
mised to be a sorrowful Christmas eneneh All the
little pleasures and surprises she had planned lonw ageo
for Thady and the children must he given up I'_\r."n 1he
trifting litlle delicacies which were necessary for Thads
in his illness seemed each to put them one tep I'l.__rlhm-
from any chance they had of remaining on at the form
So the smiles and dimples one hy one dwd ont m Mol-
lie's face antd her checks grew paie and wan, )

Meanwhile the Crawiords  had pone awav, taking
their crippled bov to sce the greal Tondon doctor wha,
it was hoped. might be able to i1estore the child  to

F: strength again
he&l‘tvl:zo;ngftetr Ewgek Wﬁnt v, and no message came from
them, For a time, it i= to be fearcd, Mr. Crawford had

completely forgotten the picture, as was only mnatural,
pethaps, considering his great anxiely about his hoy
durmg this critical time.

ITappily the operation was at last over. 1t had been
dupremely successtully, und (he great doctor was  very
jubilant and quite sanguine as to 1ts good and lasting
results,

Herhert, Was now  nearly convalescent ; the peaked,
pale little face was growing plump and almost rosy ;
the expression of constant pain had alinost disappeared ;
v was almost two months sinee the operution had been
performed. He was now pPermilted to move about a
litile, and the doctor even sard he might allow him to
travel home fur Cinaslus. iy twelha's ¢yos  shone
\:.'11;11 tears of joy and gratitude Lo God as they saw her
deal Dittle son ol last alle Lo use his lubs. My, Craw-
ford, too, Legan to lose his look of care and sadness,
and hvcmng almost boyishly Light-hearted and cheery,

One bright marnig in the first days of December,
when the winter's sunshine had pierced through even the
togs and smoke of Londoen, and shone warmiy in through
the window where Herbert and his mother sat watching
the passing crowds, Mr. (rawiord suddenly came across
the forgotten picture whilst going through his papers,
He reproached” himseli severely — for his forgetfulness.
Wrapping 1t carefully ur,  he took it off at once to
Christic's, to have 1t submitted for inspection by an
expert i the value of such things.

‘_lt may be genuine, or 1t may not,” was the great
man's ﬂl‘slt rerdiet, ‘It as a little hard 1o Judge in its
present dirty  state, but one can speak more definitely
when it 1s cleaned and restored. Oue thing we must re-
mewber ;. Holhein seliom put his nawe to his works
though he diet aceaswonally, This  may be a forgerys
but, even i at i, it Is of consuderable 1alue, for both
technique and coloring are wonderful. Do you wish to
put it up for sale, sir 27

“’ell,_:\res: i you think it woald bring  anything
worlh while. I shouldn’t mind giving a matter of £20

or so mwyself for it, as [ am acyuamnted with the owner,
50 anything above that——-

The auctioncer interrupted him.

‘Y think we'd Te very safe in putling a reserve price
of a hundred guincss on it,” he said quretly,

Mr. Urawford's face showed his SUTPTIRC.

"Yes. T have no doubt at all that it’s worlh that,*
the auctionecer rvepeated. * It hay be worih  a  great

deal moie ”

Mr Crawford felt quite clated ag he went home. Ha
was thoroughiy glad for the Tionnellans’ sake ; now at
least ihere mas vo Tear of eviction for them this year,
and if Thady wonld only pet woeli and strong ! :

Throe  weeks later, the Crawloids were  at
again 1 Coolnagrena  (Coeolnagrena, the ‘ Sunny Cor-
ner '), which now, please God, would e {p them a
sunny, happy spot indeed

Altnost s first duty was to drive over to see  thoe
Donnellans and acyuamt them with thomr rood fortune,
the extent of which they as vet knew nothing uwhout, and
which ¢ven he conld hardly bring himsel {o Lelieve in.

ITe reeeived, ns usual, & kindly lrish welcome when
he entered the hittle faimbouse, now Iooking  ghastly
and hewitehed-hihe under 1its thick covering of snow. Tt
was  Chrngimas Five, and the whole country side loy
white aond cold  The faces of the tarmer and his wife
weie pale and tronhiled, in contrast with the bright cyes
and mentvruddy faces of the children, glowing n  the
{n'ol:ght Tolliv sl nursimg tie sleepimg baby  on her
Nie

CWell thank God ' Mr Cranford said Lo them, T
have good news for vou at last. 1 el not ke to tell
youw tdl 1 was gquite sine

Yoo, they answored., C we woere glad 1o hear the
good news ahont Masior Herbert, God bices the child !
To think.” dMr Donnellan went on. * of that poor lamb
setting the use of hunself after all {hese yeaus., ‘T'o be
sire the wavs of God are wonderful, blessed bhe  His
Holy dame ' I'm toid now he's able 1o walk about a
Littie, und {8 getting stronger every day We are  so
pleased, s, for s onwn sake and the poor ludy  his
mether., not forgetting  wourself erther, Mr. Crawiord.’
The spoaker’s eyes and those of her hushand shone now
m plad sympathv Ther own sorrows woere forgatien in
this great jov that had come to others ’

"Nes ! oaes T Mre, Cawford asswred {hem with g
happy =mtle My bov s better now than wa eser dared
hope he would be With rest and care he will soon he
almost as slrong as other boss of s age, the Jdoclor
telis us Why, rou may soon expect 1o oo himn walk
orver Lo see dou all ' with a happy laugh, “ DBut that
12 rot what T came about  You remembor the picturo T
Look off with me ?

e, sir) Thady answered @ ¢ the ould wall secmed
lonesowme hie after 1L went away, but we had nearly
iorgetien 1t lately !’

TWell,” Mr. Crawford went on, © bhaving s our rerinis-
sion 1o dispose ol at neeessary, I put 1t into  the
hatds of o mun 10 London who understauds stuch {hings,
It was sold lact week, and T have a cheque here for the
amount ot fetched  Could you guess the hpure, 'Thady ?°
he ashed with o sonle

Thadvy answered that he could not

CWell, what would vou sav 1o eight hundred puineas?’

Mollie, foruetting the hahy, almost jumped  off the
sent i her astonsihment?, hut Thady remaned impassive.

" You're jolin’ us, Mr Crawford, sir,” he said, with
a reproving shalke of his hend

"o not. Thadv, T assure vou. TTere's vour cheque
Tor you, drawn on the Dank of Fngland ¢ Pay to Thad-
deus Donpellan, Faquire, the sum of sight huindred and
forty  pounds  sterling.’ Look at it now, and
don’t doubt me. It comes cxactly ten times the amount
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