
(Special Correspondence.)

The Sermon

n( <£«? < a? Re^iem Mass for the repose of the soul?ii *n £f e ĉry.Re;f- Dean Mahoney, SM., was celebra-ted in fet Mary's Church, Nelson, on Wednesday, May
7 1ITis,,.race Archbishop Redwood and several priestsI'Xd e

r
hr
ngt° n and Christchurch were present. Pn?n£?n£ ?-n« f
° WaS crowded> many of thos^ present hay!

ing come from a considerable distance, whilst prominent

of
01Vhoatrio°clICS also attended out of respect totfiS£S£1thn , el The- Church was appropriately drapedTVnvinrio? °m" occas!on' Th« Yen. Archdeacon Devoy,lioymcial, was celebrant of the Mass, Rev Father

Fa
C
ther

la
cn,d^aC° n'+KeY- ,Fnther Marnane subdeacon. Rev

'nn (h Afl,niftf>t^° f ceremonies. In addition to hisVmvlV v i
CSlshVP t,h,cre woro P'-esent in the sanctuaryVe.y Rev. lather Le Menant des Chesnais VG Very

Am^, n X\ LowiH' VG ' aml liiev- fathers Holley,Ams^orfh, Moloney, and G Mahonv

uas pieached by his Grace the Archbishop from the
Mml ii r\C(Uypse: 'Blessed 'ir« they xvho dio in thoLa>i I, that they may rest from their labors, lor theiro,ks remain after them '

'We are assembled hero to-day (s.ud his Grace) to Lake part m the offering of theholy SacrK.ce of the Mass for the repose of the soul ofour M-ry dear and lamented Dean Mahonev. Jt is theteaching of the Catholic Church that in order to gostraight to heaven the soul must be entirely free fromsin and lrom all the consequences of sm 'that is itmust be hoe from any temporal punishment that has tolx> discharged in this world or m the next If a soul ap-"mis hciore(.od with any stain of sinor with n part ofthat temporal penalty not >et paid, then >t has to goo. some time at least into a place called purgatoryuhe.e it may be freed from all stains of sin and pre-pared for its entrance to the everlasting glory of God,VtSn,. llo^fl that the soul of our dear lnend andff? ;as boe" £ ou"d P lll<e enough to already ascendto the throne of God to be crowned with his eternal re-wiard But we are in doubt We know that nothingdefiled can enter hea\en, God alone can judge the degreeol punty that is requ.red before we can be associatedwith Him m heaxen. Jt may bo that this dear one re-quires our assistance, and it is an article of Catholic
h tn7 +i

horc 's :l P»rq.\lorv and that we can assistthe souls there by our prayers and good works andparticularly by the Sacrifice of the Mass. It ,s for thatpurpose we are hero to-day, and we are here also tolecall to our mind the lite of (his one so dear to usso highly esteemed by c-xerv class and creed of society'
tho'h^h ♥ illb(>iU!tl

'ul lilp in various aspects, butthe highest, noblest, and holiest aspect is that of hispriesthood lie was a priest. a holy priest, a priestuoithy of the name, worthy of the name of Jesus ChristWe as Christians admit that the ideal man in every re-gain, intellectual, moral, and spiritual, is Jesus Christ-now a great chaiactensi ie of Chiist is that he was a1>n
i mr ou an? a I""10^ f°i- ever according to theoiuVr of Melchisedech." said the prophet to Him, a priestthat has to offer some

Great Sacrifice
connected with bread and wine, and we know what thatsacrifice was He offered it at Jlis last supper when Heinstituted the adorable Eucharist as a sacrament and nsacnf.ee, A C'athohc pnest is so to speak anotherU-inst ,he ought, therefore, to shine with the virtues oft nnst as he offers the adorable Sacrifice of the Massand also receives the power to lemit sin in the name andauthority of Jesus Christ. AYe may say lhat the onewho has gone before us lived up to his high calling-, he

NEW ZEALAND TABLET [Thursday, May 21, 1908
success Leo Xirr. has arbitrated, with the happiestresults,between Germany and Spain and other disputants.*or the purposes of international arbitration the position ofthe Roman Pontiff is unique. His uprightness andindependenceareunquestioned by thenations. To him rankor power is nothing. Seated on a throne from which nopower can move him, he overlooks the kings and emperorsand presidents who put their trust in quick-firers andloadedmagazine-rifles. He, of allothers, can afford to takea comprehensive survey of any dispute between State andbtateand decide, without disturbance from any secondarycause, what is the course that makes for justice. He isstill— though in a somewhat different way from the oldentime— the natural Grand Referee of the nations

NOTICE
Correspondents should note that only short items ofnews can be accepted by us on Wednesday^ morning This
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uoen loiwaided in time to have reached us on Tupsdav
Ssom?aYe

H-t
the!'ef°re n obliged-in

Oaddit?OSnSomitting some editorial articles— to gfeatlv condoneseveral communications that could have reached usntxt6Lsuc.the We6k' and tO hold over o&er for

THE LATE DEAN MAHONEY

Christian faith in them, and provided such lands are notalreadyoccupied by a Christianpower. Thus Spainreceivedexactly the same rights and privileges as those which hadbeen bestowed upon Portugal for her colonies on the WestCoast of Africa. The second, dated on the same day, des-cribed these rights in detail ; while the third, dated 4th
May, defined the limits of what we should now call thespheresof influence of Spain and Portugal. The boundary
between the two powers was drawn from the nortli to the
south pole, 100 Spanish leagues to the west of the mostwesterly isles of the Azores. All that was east of the linebelonged to Portugal, and all that was westof it to Spain.'
The treaty of Tordesillas,on June 7, 1494,pushed the line
of demarcation 270 leagues further west into the Atlantic.Peace was secured. A boundary question of a peculiarlydifficult nature was settled by an act of peaceful arbitrationwhich constitutes one of the gloriesof the Papacy. Uncriti-cal historians,like the Abingdon courts of long ago, first'

Hang1 anddraw,
Thenhear the cause byLidford law.'

But the newspapers correspondents who want to spring the
trap on * Rome ' must go elsewhere than to Alexander'sline for monumentsof pitiful human vanity.

It is equally misleading to state that the Pope gaveaway to Spain that which inno way belonged to him. It is
true that the word 'grant

'
occurs in the Bull. But, as the

-
foremost historian of the period remarks, the word'here signifies nothing more than the confirmation
of a title legitimately acquired, and was under-
stood in that sense by contemporary and later theologians,
and by the Spaniards themselves. How little,' he adds,
'such grants were looked upon as controlling the
liberties of even heathen nations is shown by the fact that,
in a similar concession to Portugal in 1497, the same word"grant" is used, with the condition appended of the free
consent of the inhabitants. If this formula is wanting in
the document of 1493, it is merelybecause it was understood
as included in the title itself. In all these deeds the grant
refers to the other Europeanprinces, and not to the popula-
tion of the New World.' Another writer packs the whole
matterinto the following nutshell: 'These privileges con-
ferred on the monarchs who received them a "i^'nt of
priority in regard to the territories discovered by them. As
nowadays patents are given for inventions,and copyrights
for literary productions and works of art, so in formertimes a Papal Bull,enforced by the censures of the Church,
protected the laborious discoverer from having the hard-won
fruits of his toil wrested from himby a stronger hand.'

This is the bank-note age. And the first-fruits sought
in its conquests and explorations are trade and money, and
ever more money and trade. No so in the days of theSpanish conquistadores. J heir expeditions wera chiefly
crusades for the spread of Christianity and civilisation in
the newly discovered lands. This was their first care,
this the earliest obligation imposed upon them in the Papal
awards. And thus in the Papalarbitration of those far-offdays peace and charity, Christian faith and civilisation,
went hand in hand in the World. And in the lands
that owned the sway of Spain the native races have been
raised to a high culture, two-thirds of Mexico's populationto-dayare of Indian stock, the raceenduresand has a bright
future before it, and the red man of Central and South
America has been happily preserved from the witheringdecay and blighting ruin which followed aboriginal tribeswherever they came in contact with powers that were boundbymere ledger principles of colonisation. The last quartei-
century has witnessed a mnrked return, instatesmanship asin labor, to the old Cat! olic principle of arbitration, as
opposed to the brute-force resort to fang and claw. But in
politics the movement drags along with slow find leaden
heels. For contending parties will not trust to any groat
extent kings, kaisers, czars, presidents, supreme-courtjudges,and such-hke arbitrators to divest themselves of a
leaning to sectional interests or to slongh the bkin of theirnational prejudices and susceptibilities Hence an inter-
national tribunal constituted like that of The Hague must
ever remain, at best, a very qualified success. Lffective
international arbitration requires a universal system. And,
thus far, the Papacy alone embodies the conditions of
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