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Secchi, first took up the heavenly science hefore his final
return to Rome, where for 20 years he wrought for
nothing else but the defence of the Church—and he never
iound_a_pythmg- I science to shake his belief in Churck
or religion ; but the deeper his inquiries went the firmer
became his faith *in the greatness of God and the truth
of the Catholic Church.’ When he died a few years alfter
the Italian occupation of Rome, which broke down his
health, he was a member of all the leading scientific so-~
cleties in the world,

Father Hagen has already published ten charts and
catalogues of tha stars as far south as the 23rd degree,
and the other great ohservatories in the United States
are chieflv engaged in checking the correctness of his ro-
sults. The new institution at Bulawayo, which 15 be-
tween 4000 and 5000 feet above the sea Jevel inh a per-
fect climate, will be exceptionally situated for continuing
this charting work to the Socutih Pole, besides opening
up a new region for meteorological observations. Among
the most h

Important Seclentific Institutions in Agia

is the Domimecan University of St. Thomas, in Manila.
It was founded in 1619 and became a State establish-
ment Jn 1680. Lectures are given in philosophy, the-
ology, canon and civil law, phvsics, chemistry, medicine,
Belles Lettres, and kindred subjects. 'The stiudent  list
averages from 1200 to 1500 names. Since the war the
Americans have recognised the University as a Stata
institution.  Another great Asiatic University was es-
tablished as recently as 1874 by the Jesuits at Beyrout,
on the Levant. It already conlains 700 students in the
various faculties, and its Oriental lihrary is already the
most important 1n Asia. A valuable treasuie jn manu-
scripts and liturgical and Church history has been col-
lected by the Order throughout Western and Southern
Asia, and deposited here. f'rom the printing office  of
this University is 1ssued an Arahic edition of the Bitfe,
which is described as a unique work of art, and many
periadicals and newspapers are also published from this
pross.
The Jesuit missionaries

seenml to give considerable attention to astronomical and
kindred sciences. Their famous obscrvatory at Manila,
one of the first in the world for completeness of equIp-
ment in 1ts special departments, was recently described
in the ‘ Freeman’s Journal.” The Jesuits also control
observatories at  Shanghai, Calcutta, Antananarivoe
(Madagascar), Zambesi ( East Africa), and Belen (Cubuw),
the last-named heing famous for its inquirtes on the sub-
ject of cyclones TFather Chevallier, S.J., of Shanghai,
recently won the crown of the French Academy for his
megnificent charts of the Yang-tse-Kiang district : Father
Roblet, of Fast Africa, won a similar honor for a work
on the topography of Madagascar , and anolher Father
of the same mission was also crowhed for his  stueies
of Madagascar plant life, and on its imvertebrate ani-
mals ‘The best charts of the Philippines have heen
drawn by the Jesuits and printed by the United States
Goy ernm nt

The Jeswit missionarvies at Shanghai also bhusy then-
selves with studies of the numerous Chinese dialeets,
and periodically publish rvesults They am at crealing
a Chinese Christian hterature, and publish froma  therr
own press a high-class newspaper 1in Chinese chatacters
They have a valuable Chinese Dibrary of over 20,0y
volumes, and 1 the technmical branch of thew nstitution
they Leach Chinese students the principles of agrietuliure,
building, pammting. and  other arts  As recently  as
February last the death of Father Zottah, § .7, of this
mission, was recorded, and concerning whom the London
P Tiunes ' said C Though Pere Zoldel was comparalisely
unknown to the outer world by veason of the modest anc
extremely vetired life be passed, vet it s doubtful if any
other European has ever attained to s mmense ani
exact knowledge of Chinese hiterature . . He  twas
closely engaged at the tnne of his death upon a unner-
sal dictionary of the Chinese language, in ten or twelin
volumes, before the printing of which even the special
resgurces ol the .Jfesuit establishment mav well shiink,
but which 1t is hoped 1n the interests of science will
ultitnately be aecomplished © Such an encomium  in a
Catholic paper would be treated as hyperbole. but the
*'Tunes * 1g not given to the extravagant oulogy af a
Jesuit, even if dead. Not only the Jesuits but olher

Catholic Missionaries

have lighted the lamp of science m dark foreign lunds
The Parisian  Senunary of Foreggn Museums has, for
example, established 4 printing press in Hongkong, which
has oblained considerable fame m Eastorn Asia I has
already published over 130 works such as theological,
philosophical, and ordinary school books, m Chinese
Malay, Corean, Annamite, Japanese, and other languayres
of these regions, The Lazarmsts, another TFrench  Order,
who distinguished themselves in East Asia, have lately
lost by death ove of thewr most venturous companions,
Father Armand David M Grandidier, resident of the
Parisian Geographical Society, said of hun: T he 1
sults of his discoveries have quite exceeded the cxpecta-
trons which may be looked for fromi the labors of one
man e published in 1877 a beautiful work onn  the
birds of China, with an atlas of 180 colored plates 1
which 800 specres are Nilly desernibed s hook  on
Chinese plants i1s the standard authority with the lead-
mg students of this subleet. Two other workers in this
region, Fathers Mende and Rathomis, have combined to
publish o work on the Natural H:.s_tor,v of the Chmps[)
Empire, in which the shelis and animals of Indo-China
are specially treated.

It would take up more space than we have at our
disposal to detail

The Triumphs of our Missionartes in Various Lands.

Fathers Buleon in West Africa, Cambone in Madagascar,
Lowa and Egg in Peru, and Renard in West Africa have
published heautiful works on entomology and natural his-
tory. B‘nthers Faurie in Japan, Butaye in Congo, and
Schaflferer in West Africa have given their attention to
the botany of these regions. Father Kolberg, who re-
cently died in Ecuador, received flattering notices from
the leading Furopean learned periodicals—but it is some-
what unfortunate that ordinary English journals take
but little interest in these laborers, who form, as Max
Muller says, ‘ the pioneers of science.’ It has frequently
been remarked that English journalists formm & class
apart, while on the Continent there is a continuous in-
terchange of thought and Information which makes them
all kin. Thus & foreigner must be specially distinguish-
ed, lunless he is a soldier or a politician, in order to
attract. English attention, and, ' moreover, if he be a
Catholic griest..a. special reason is supplied for dis
counting his eminence in acientific work,

In this short article we have not noted the work of
the Catholic University of Washington, since that can
Scarcely bhe called a missionary enterprise, nor have we
taken into account the labors of the Marist Fathers in
New Zealand and the Istands, for they are well known
to most of us. In Australia the Orders are not yet nu-~
merically strong enough to undertake much work be-
sides the preaching and teaching to which they are
specially called, but we have had some distinguished
members in our midst—the late Father Julian Tennison
Woods and the present Father John Milpe Curran in
rgeology, and Father Slattery, C.M., the physicist of St.
Stanislaus’ College, Bathurst, amongst them—and wa
may confidently look forward to the publication of their
studies on the problems of science in this country.

‘Facts about Appendicitis

Appendicitis is no new disease. An examination of
an Egyptian mumny over 2000 years old (says a writer
I an American exchange) showed that death must have
been caused hy that illness. DBut although the disease
cccurved thus early, it wag probably never frequent un-
til the latest decades. Three of the London hospital re-
ports give the number of appendicitis cases treated in
1890 as 38, while in 1900 nearly 400 operations were
performed. Tt 18 comforting to note that all but 10 of
the patients recovered, Sir Frederick Treves, the most
noted duthority on the subject, has performed Buccess-
fully more than 100 consccutive operations. 1t is said
that appendicitis may be caused by 1magination, bt
modern foods are probably regponsible for most cases,
according to Dr H. C. Howard, of Campaign, Ill. Un-
til the trade Jemanded an exceedinglv white Aour tho
disease was rare Where coarse breads were used the
disease was unhnown, as in rural cominunities, where
people secured thewr flour frem small, old-fashioned mlls,
The malady qid not wecrease until the smalier mills wera
crowded out by the larger ones and the farmers had to
buy the fine flour.  Southern negroes, as long as they
ate corn bread, were exempt.  Germans had appendicitig
hittle or not at all until they began to eat the new pro-
cesy flour Dr HMoward says that, prior to 1875, in 25
vears' praclice among the people of his section, he did
Bot meet with more than 40 cases, Now they are com-
mon.  Very smail children are sufferers. A boy had 13
well deffned attacks, but came through all without an
operation After changing his foed to corn bread and
coarse hreads i general, fruit, vegetables, and very little
meat he had no further trouble

The general belief, says another autherity, that it is
a new disease, manufactured by modern surgeons, is in-
correct. Only  recentlv during some excavations in
Egvpt a mummv was brought te light upon which the
doctors made further excavations; and at this strange
post mortem it was discovered that the cause of death,
at least 2000 yvears ago, must have heen appendicitis,
To come down to more modern times, though to a date
sufliciently long ago for the matter to he regarded as an
old one, it mayv he mentioned that Addison published a
hook on appendicitis in 1836, In those days the com-
plaint, with all its variations, was comparatively a
rare one, and usually was referred to as typhlitis or per-
ityphlitis.  Ard by thosc names it wag commonly known
t1ll about three wears ago, when its rapidly-increasing
prevalence necessitated its eloser study. Up to about
1898, inderd., the reports of the various hospitals con-
tam no mention of the waord appendicitis, speaking only
of peritvphhitis,  Why during the last few years the com-
plaint has increased by Ieaps and bounds not even the
greatest authorities can explain.  The majority of them,
however, agree that the old theery that appendicitis
could be se{ up by swallowing a cherrystone is untenabla
for the simple reason that the appendix—that unaccount-
cd-for hitle cul-de-rac in one’s jnterior organisation—is
not large enough to admit of such an intrusion. It may
be caused by some hard matter lodging in the intestines,
bv a Bblow, or even bv imagination’ At least ons
authorily, speaking of the matter recently, declared that
many of those who are operated on were not really suf-
fering from the complaint at all, hut that they worried
themselves inlo the belief that thev were, and would not
be satisfied until they had their appendix removed,

The * Excelsior * plough is * Champior of the World.’
On hiltside, lea, awamp, tussock, or stubble, it is equally
at home —Morrow, Dassett, and Co., sole agents in New
Zealand .-
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