
St. John of Nepomuk.

Rogation Days

St. John of Nepomuk, patron of Bohemia, was
born at Nepoinuk between 1340-50. Having becomepriest, he refused three bishoprics and accepted only aCanonicate of Prague. Refusing to reveal to King
Wenceslaus the secret of confession of Queen Joane, hiswife, whose fidelity the King suspected, he was thrown
into prison, then drowned in the Moldau, March 20,
1393. He was canonised by Pope Benedict XIII.in 1729

The observance of Rogation Days— Monday, Tuesday,
and Wednesday—

owes its origin to a variety of calami-
ties that befel the city of Vienne in Pnuphine. For
more than half a century, not a year, not even aseason, passed without Bauphine and Savoy being afflic-ted with some new evils. So many misfortunes had re-duced these provinces to a state of extreme desolation.Mamertus, Bishop of Vienne (and who is honored as a
saint), in the liveliness of his flaith and charity, offeredup prayers and tears to appease the wrath of God. He
was heard Stopping a conflagration which devouredhiscathedral, on Easter night (469). he made a vow to
institute the 'Rogations.' The Rogations are litanies,
or supplications, which consist in solemn procession, ac-companied with public fast and prayer. With the general
consent of the clergy and people, the three days pre-
ceding Ascension Bay (Thursday) weie chosen for the
fulfilment of this vow. This example was soon followed
everywhere A decree of the First Council of Orleans, inM4, established the Rogations in Gaul, and from therethe practice was introduced into Spain and other, coun-tries.

St. Peter Celestine, Pope
St. Peter Celestine was a native of southern Italy,

and was born of virtuous parents, who made everysacri-
hce to advance his education. Considering the salvationof his soul to be the primary object of his attention, he
tetned at the age of 20 to a solitary mountain, where
lie hallowed a small ciuo l!ere he led the life of ahermit, practising great austerities and spending his
time in ptaver and contemplation. Forced by obedience
to piesent himsell for ITolv Orders, Peter was ordained
at Rome, but soon tetumed to hi^ former way of life.
The fame of the sanctity of the holy hermit 'attracted
to him numerous disciples who lived in scattered cells
on the mountain side At length he gathered them, to-iM'thir in a monastery, m which the iule of St Bene-
dict was observed in its primitive seventy. This newreform received the approbation of the Pope, and spread
tlnoughoit the countiy After 5O years spent in the
eremitical and monastic life, Peter, toward the end of
his days, saw himself called by the unanimous vote ofthe Caidinals to take upon his shoulders the Govern-
ment of the I'imersal Church The news of his election
■I'll upon him like a thunderbolt, and finding remon-strances unavailing he took to flitrht in company with
one of Ins monks He was intercepted, and, being
hiought back, found himself obliged to submit to the
binden. At his consecVat ion he took the name of Celes-
tine V , but he did not long retain the unwelcome dig-
nity, for, ,(fter tour months' reign, he summoned a coun-
cil of the Cardinals and icad betore them a formal act
ot abdication On Whit Sunday, 1296. after hearing
Mass with extraordinaiy fervor, he announced that he
should die before the end of the week Immediately
alterwards he s- ckened of a fever, and received the Holy
Sacraments On Saturday, May 19, as he uttered the
last woids of the Psalms for Bauds. 'Let every spirit
prase the Loid,' he calmly expiied at rthe age of 75.

St Bernardin of Siena
St Bernardin of Siena was a Franciscan religious.

He was a famous preacher of penance. He conducted
missions in nearly all |the cities of Italy, and the effects
wineh his sermons everywhere produced is said to have
been overwhelming He was surnamed 'The Trumpet of
Heaven," 'The E\angelical Preacher' "

Tho following is the text of a message sent to the
ITolv Father by the Conference of the IT A C B. Society
which sat lately in Sydney " 'We, the delegates of the
Hibernian Society assembled in Sydney from all thefederated States of Australia and New Zealand, offer,
Ihrough his Eminence Cardinal Moran. our most hearty
congratulations to our Most Holy Father the Pope on
Ihis the auspicious day of his attaining the days of
Peter."

rlhe Right Rev. Mgr. Rignoy, the oldest priest in Aus-
tralia, duid dunng the week ; aged 89 years.

Jhs Eminence Cardinal Moran blessed and opened
the new additions to the Convent of St. Joseph, North
Sydney, on Sunday last.

The Rev. Brother Barron has been appointed Provin-
cial of the Christian Brothers in Australia in succession
to the late Rev. Brother Mullan, to whom Brother Bar-
ron was Consultor.

At a Covernment sale of land recently the Very
Rev. Dr. Barry, administrator ol the SandhuisL diocese,
purchased a large area at Grassy Flat, on which it is
proposed to erect an orphanage similar to the institu-
tion at Abbotsford. The cost will be defrayed out of
the estate of the late Dr. Bacchaus.

Preparations for the trip to the South Sea Islands
are going on apace in Sydney. It is reported that many
prominent members of the Catholic laity throughout the
Commonwealth have applied for berths, and will be
accompanied by their wives and daughters. A cable mes-
sage iecei\ed last week stated that Messrs. Huddart,
Parker and Go's fine steamer Victoria has been chartered
for the trip.

Sunday, May 3 (says the
'Freeman's Journal '), will

be memoiable in the Catholic annals of Armidale as the
occasion ol the first local consecration of a bishop. The
Cardinal will be the consecrating prelate, and we under-
stand that his Eminence will be assisted by the Right
Rev. Hr Boyle, Bishop of L,ismoie. Other bishops will
also be piesent. The Right Rev. Mgr O'Dono\an (Mud-
gee) will preach the occasional sermon, and n special dis-
course will be delivered in the evening by Father Fit?-
gerald, O F M

Cardinal Moran a few Sundays ago entertained the
deputies to the biennial meeting of the H A C.B. Society
at the Palace, Manly. Much mtetest was taken by the
visitois m his Eminence's fine collection of art treasuies
and articles of archaeological interest and relics of the
saints lli.-, Eminence showed in n state of splendid pn-
sor\ation the prayer book Uised by Mary Queen of Scots ,
tho gold watch of the \enerable Oliver Plunkett ;a me-
tal altar chalice of the days of persecution, and ancient
Irish rosaiy beads With characteristic courtesy he re-
lated the historical encumstanccs sunounding each ob-
ject The visitors, through Mr John Toohey, after-
wards accorded his Eminence a vote of thanks

At Little Lonsdale street. Melbourne, the Sisters of
St. Joseph conduct a school entirely for Svnan chil-
dren The institution at present trains 120 children
The building was erected at a cost of £1350. This mo-
ney was ie<eived lr*

-
bequest, so that no public appeal

was made for the liquidation ol the debt 'Who the
donor was appears to be kept a close secret A few
da\s atxo the children weie entei tamed by a genciotis
benefactor ol the Sisteis— Mi P F Kavanagh—

at a
picnic at Bi lghton Beach Among those piesent weie
the \eiy Rev Dean I'helan, the Rev. IK M'Killop, S J.,
and the' Re\ L Mai tin

Active preparations are going on at Paddington m
connection with the opening ol the new convent for the
Sisleis oi Chant's Joi 17 > ears the nuns m charge of
St Piancis' <-choo's had to go fotwaids and baekwaits
e\ery day from St \ incent s College and the Monte Oh-
vcto Cement at Ys'oollahra, under tn me; cit cunist ances
and in all kinds of weather lately ave> v desnable
j)iece oi propeltv iell into then hands which they intend
to make their headqnat ters both for Faddnmton and
the Sacred Heart Tt is situated in Cordon street, in

close proximity to St Francis' Chinch and school, and
has 1 een hitherto known as ' The Towers

'

An event of considerable interest to Iho Catholics of
Melbourne took place a few Suiid.us a^'o. when t^c foun-
dation stone of the now Cathedral Hall was laid, ntvl
the new club rooms m Brunswick sti eet weic opened
Theie was- a large and lepresonlat i\c gathenng present,
aiiionsrst whom were his (irate the Archbishop oi Mel-
bourne, his lordship the Bishop of Ballarnt, nrulalaige>
number of cleigv The cren<ral public and Catholic hulv
were represented by the M.nor the Postmast er-Ceuei al
the Chief Se(ielarv. lion Nicholas Fit/i>oi aid, lion .J
G Ititty M I,A , lion P V lleimessv, MI,A , Port cms
Kenny, "O'Ponnell and R\ an. e1c At the imitation ol

the Archbishop the loid M.ivor, Sir Samuel Gillott,
opened the clul), class, and society rooms, and made an
appropriate si eech, an adrhess being also civ en by the
Hon .John Muirtiv, TVF I,A Later on the Aichbishop
laid the foundation stone of the new hall, which will be
connected with the club rooms iust opened At the com-
pletion of the ceremony addresses were deli\eiod by the
Archbishop, Senator Brake, ITon N. Fit/gerald, TTon
J G Duffy, Pr Kenny, and others A lame number of
subscriptions, of which the following- were the principal,
wete receded "— His Crate the Archbishop, £1000 Mon-
signor O'Tlea £500, Bishop Rev ille (Bendiqo), £10.-}

Bishop Moore (BaDaraU. £100- Dean Phelan. £100;
Sir Simluel (Jillot. £.100 Mr. T Loughlin (Ballarat1),

£100
'

Mr B O. Oullin. £100 : Mr T F, Verga. £100
Mrs Mary Bride, £100 , Cilholic Young- Men's Society

£100 . St Francis' Parish TI OO . A Friend, £100 ,
league of the Cross, £50, Miss Mary Coucrhhin. £50
Vimv Rev T Tvnch. TV. P P £50. Very Rev W.
Quilier, £T>O ; Mr l\f. Hood, £<1O Mrs J F TTuches,
£I*o ; Children of Mary Society £30 The total cost
of Ilie club rooms is about £7000 and of this amount
£1500 was recei\ed up to and at the fouual opening.
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Friends at Court
GLEANINGS FOR NEXT WEEK'S CALENDAR.

May 17, Sunday.— Fifth Sunday after Easter. St. John
of Nepomuk, Martyr.

� 18, Monday.— Rogation. St. Venantius, Marty,n.
� 19, Tuesday.

—
Rogation. St. Peter Celestine, Pope

and Confessor.
� 20, Wednesday —Rogation. St. Bernerdin ofSiena, Confessor.
� 21, Thursday.— Feast of the Ascension
� 22, Friday.— St. Pascal Baylon, Confessor.
� 23, Saturday.

—
St. John Baptist de Rossi, Confes-sor.
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