
The handsome new convent of the Sisters ol Mercy
is rapidly approaching completion, and when finished
will add greatly to the architectural beauties oi the
town.

A Catholic improvement and debating society is ab-
out to be established in connection with the Hibernians
The value of such a society cannot be over-estimated
It is earnestly to lie hoped that large numbers of our
Catholic young men will now a\ail themselves of the
many advantages to be derived, by at once joining the
society. Those who become members may confidently
anticipate spending many a pleasant and profitable even-
ing.

A tribute of praise is due to the Altar Society, who
are doin& such good work. During the last twelve
months these good ladies, by the aid of socials and
contributions collected, have procured several beautnul
statues for the church. No allusion to St Camce's
Altar Society would be complete without mention of
the eaeigetic secretary, Miss Ready. This young lady
has never spared herself in the p,ood cause, and is at all
tunes to be found attending to the requirements of the
altar.

At the 9 o'clock Mass on .Sunday the Children of
Mary and the members of the Altar Society made then-
monthly Communion. A most edifying sight was wit-
nessed when the members of the Hibernian Society. in

their regalia, approached the Holy Table in a body.
During the course of a powerful and eloquent seimon de-
livered at Vespers the Rev. Father Mallov paid a high
tribute to the fine body of men comprising the society,
and alluded to their action in the morning as 'a magni-
ficent display of holy faith.'

It is with regiet that Ihd\o to record the death of
Mrs H. Moran, which occurred at the local hospital on
Sunday evening, May 3. The deceased had been ailing
for a considerable time and suffered much from a pain-
ful complaint. Mrs. Moran was born in County Galway
and had resided about 19 years in this Colony, the
greater portion of that time having been spent at Char-
leston, where she was widely known and respected rlhe
funeral took place on Wednesday afternoon and was very
largely attended by all classes of the community As a
tribute of respect to Mr Moran. who is one of the oldest
Hibernians in the district, the members of the local Hi-
bernian Society attended in regalia and marched in
front of the cortege The late Mrs Moran was of a

The May number of the
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contains a largeamount of interesting reading matter, and its worth isenhanced by a musical supplement.
The Mayor of Wellington is to have an allowance forthe current year of £400. He diaws £300 as member ofthe House of Representatives, so that he can afford todevote some of his time to public affairs.
Speaking at the Hawke's Bay Christian Convention,Mr Lang, an ex-Indian missionary, is reported to havesaid that he found heathenism among the young of theoutskirts of the Hawke's Bay district as great aa hehad seen in India.
At a meeting held by parishioners of St. Mary's(says the Nelson '

Colonist ') it was decided that asuitable marble tablet should be placed in St. Mary'sChurch as a memorial of the late Very Rev DeanMahoney.
The Very Rev. Dean Rolland's numerous friends, bywhom anxious inquiries are being constantly made as

to his state of health, will (says the 'InangpiiuaTimes')be pleased to learn that the rev. gentleman has so farimproved that he was permitted to get up for a shorttime on Sunday last Although extremely weak afterhis long confinement, he is making good progress to-wards recovery, and it is hoped that in two or threeweeks' time he will be able to leave the hospital.
Discussing the small-birds nuisance in Timaru theother day, a member of the Levels County Council saidthat the birds were becoming more destructive than ever.In the Point district, he said, the winter wheat whichhad been sown this season had been already very mater-ially damaged through the birds pulling up the grainjust as it commenced to sprout. A suggestion was madethat the Levels Council should combine with other coun-cils and offer a substantial bonus to the person who candevise the best method of coping with the pest.
Regarding the prospects of the poultry industry inthe Colony Mr. I). I). Hyde, Government Poultry Expert,says :— '

It takes an average of three acres to keep a,
cow. On that area 300 head of poultry can be grown.By careful selection and breeding only from, the bestlayers, in three years the stock should average12 dozeneggs a year each. Averaging the price of eggs at ashilling per dozen, and deducting 4s per head a year forfood and 3s for interest and labor, it leaves a balance of5s per head;equal to £25 an acre, or £75 per annumon the three acres required for the cow. No other stock,,
£ for £ invested, will give such results.' It is notablethat the growers all over the Colony are now going infor a better class of stock, recognising that it costs no
moie to feed first-class birds than the scraggy mongrels
heretofore seen on almost every farm. The demand forthe utility breeds such as the Orpingtons, Wyandottes,
Langshams, and Plymouth Rocks from the" Governmentfarms is the best evidence of this fact. Itmight also bestated that there was a big increase in the demand foroggs for hatching purposes from the Government poultry
stations last season, no less a quantity than 21 000eggsbeing supplied, while for breeding stock, the call justnow is quite unprecedented, the number available forsale being rapidly distributed.
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LockA Radtord, and W. Struthers, in a prettily rendered se^,wV^L°n Vl,oh.ns. gave much pleasure to the audience,and the pupils in their song and chorus entitled

'
Ihaveheard sweet music,' were heard to advantage The violinsolos given respectively by the Misses Amy Lock andWinnie Struthers were nicely played, and the efforts ofthe young instrumentalists were most cordially receivedIn their pianoforte selections the Misses Lily Stitt and"Gertie Scott created a most favorable impression, bothyoung ladies displaying taste and expression in the exe-cution of the pieces entrusted to them. A most enter-taining and amusing item was presented by the infantclass in their song and chorus, whilst the senior boys

in their drill were really excellent. The Rev FatherMai oy sang 'The Holy City
'

and was enthusiasticallyapplauded. After the entertainment had concluded theboys were taken to Victoria Square, where games wereindulged in under the supervision of the Rev. FatherMa loy, assisted by Mr Sullivan. The Yen. ArchpriestWalshe, much to the regret of all, was unavoidably ab-
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We are in receipt of the following appeal on behalf of theStoke Orphanage and Industrial School "—
'Thou wilt be a helper to the Orphan.'— (Ps. ix., 11.)

The complete destruction of Stoke Orphanage byfire at three o clock on Monday morning, 27th Aprillast, is a blow which keenly aliects the whole Catholicbody in New Zealand— a blow iclt all th^ more, comingso soon after the melancholy news of the death ot itsl'ounder, the \ci.\ Itcv. Dean Mahonoy SM whose life'swork was largely there. It was a" noble, 'most neces-sary and most deseiving institute of Catholic charity,sheltering our tatherless boys and neglected waifs whileit carefully trained them in religion and virtue, and pre-pared them to take an"honorable place as useful citizens
in the community. The edge of the blow has been great-ly blunted m regard to the Archbishop and the mana-gers of the institute, by the spontaneous and generousoffers of practical assistance accompanying the expres-sions of cordial sympathy which haAe poured in by wireand letter from all classes throughout the Colony Tem-porary and comfortable accommodation is being provi-ded for the homeless boys. B/,it we are confident, naysure, that the Catholic body in New Zealand will spee-dily cause St Mary's Orphanage to rise from its rums
in nobler dimensions and increased efficiency. Steps arebeing taken to immediately erect a brick building which
in point of durability and adaptability to its beneficentpurposes will far surpass tho late lamented structureAs prompt assistance is the best, the Archbishop andthe Managers of the institute now appeal most earnestlyto the Catholics and all well-wishers in the Colony forSubscriptions, donations, and legacies towards so deser-ving art enterprise, in order that the noble work,done by
the Stoke Orphanage and Industrial School may sufler,
at most, only a temporary check

Subscriptions and donations nmy bo sent to themanager, Rev. Father Georire Mahony. S.M , Nelson, or
to the 'New Zealand Tablet' The

'
smallest subscrip-

tions will be thankfully received and acknowledged in
the same paper.

Nelson, May Ist, 1903
(Needless to say, we shall be greatly pleased to re-

cei\e and acknowledge in our columns donations sent to
us for the Stoke Orphanage We need not again point
out to our readers the inestimable value of the uoik
done for fatherless and neglected Catholic childien from
every part of New Zealand by this noble (haiity, andwe join with the Archbishop and the Managers 'of the
institute in the fervent hope that it will speedily rise
from its ashes to resume its beneficent work We aie
authorised to state that Ins Lordship Bishop \ erdon
gi\es his cordial approval and encouragement to ativ
moNement lor laismg subscriptions m aid oi the Stoke
Orphanage thioughout the diocese of Duneclm.— Iklitor'
N Z. Tablet).
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