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Big Battalions

‘This is a wvery respectable age,” says the Genial
Showman, " but it's pretty easily riled ; and considerin’
upon how slight 5 provycation we who live in it ga to
cuttin’ each others’ throats, it may, perhaps, be doubted
whether our intellecks is s0 much massiver than our
ancestors’ intellecks was after mll.” We do our throat-
slitting, it is true, by machinery ; we don't commonly
beat the brains out of the wounded upon the battle-
field ; and we have never acquired a taste for the kidncy-
fat of our fallen foe. DBut in one respect we are verging
back to the savage state of warfare, when every aduit
mele was compelled to be a warrior, and the tribe’s
standing army counted the full strength of its man-
hood. Some 31,000 men altered the map of Europe at
Crecy in 1346. The relative hagatelle of about 100,000
Gighters decided the fate of Wateplop in 1813, 1n 1859
Sir Arthur Phelps did some heavy moralisimmg—we might
term it philosophical swearing—when he computed, after
a vast deal of figuring, that the armies of Furope 1n
that year numbered no fewer than 2,000,000 fighting
men. As o matter of fact, the number was far greater.
In 1889—just thirty years after the publication of Sir
Arthur’s scandalised reflections—Europe had Dbeconie =a
vast armed camp : its eighteen countries had a total of
3,352,000 men constantly under arms as a Stater insur-
ance against war. In the event of hostilities they could
have called out no fewer than 9,366,000 soldiers with
sufficient knowledge of the throat-slitting business to
look tolerably well on parade and to fire 4 Lullet 1nore
or less in the direction of the encmy.
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The current issue of the ‘ Daily Mail Year-Book ’
shows that Eurcpe’s bleoated armaments still continne to
‘bleat ' and that the Continental Great DPowears  ure
moving steadily towards the savages' resort of an army
that shall include all males capable of carrving and
using a lethal weapon. Great Britain’s insula: pesition
saves her the trouble of maintaining great land forcoes,
but she is busy pouring into her.war-ships greater trea-
sures than her dear neighhors are lavishing upon horse
and foot and artillery and engineers. Ilere 18 an inter-
osting table from the ‘ Year-Book ' :—

Expendi- Peace War
Country. ture Strength, Strength
France L£28 800,000 389,000 3,500 000
Gormany 33,500 000 601,108 4,006 (0
Russia 36,000 000 1,100 000 L6200 00
Great Britain 26,745,000 273,761 G20 D00

tails, Bonnibrook inshion, by cver and ever moie iherea-
have p peace establishment of 2,193,708 noen, and (n a
war footihg could muster o grand  agpicgate of
12,120,000 wisps of cannon-fodder.
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The Contimentals are cont:nually trathng thenr coat-
tails Do broek lashion, by ever amd ¢ver more neroe-
sing their aimaments bv land  Great Dritan 15 .8 eon-
stantly challenging 21l and sundry by persistent nmorease
in her war-cxpenditure hy sea  In TH38-9 her  mval
expenditire ran Into £12,969 805 Ten acars later—in
1898-0—11 had 11sen Lo £24 062,000 And the net est-
mate for the current  year (1903-4) 1s £31,457,0000—
greater than the combimmed cost of the navies o1 Franee,
Russin, and Germany for last year ; for Germanvy pned
lussia were cach content with & naval expenditure  of

L£L10,500 000, gnad  France waith £12,200,000 0 411 thioe
thus showing g jomt total of L33,2000000 It ey to
he generally  understood  that the Continemtal  Great

Powers sel the pace in the matter of bloated naval ox-
penditure  In  reality Great Dinitaon s the pace-mal e
During the past ten years the combined mmerease m naval
expenditure of Trance,  CGernpany, and Tiisaa AUTS
512,500,000, Great PBritain's  nacase mo the
period soared to L20,000,000
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Thig manin for vast ohd costly anmes and navas
must erd cither 1in a  partial disarmament o1 m the
bankruptey of the weaker nations 1t cannol go  on
1ord Wolselevy was not in bavor al ke

He clammed that waith 20 000 traaned tan-
Al Cap-
seeh s 1o

indefinmtels

brous aruiies
aties he could cut his way through Fanope

tain Otto [hendt, the Austrien  staf-ofticer,
share the opimion of the British Goneral In his work,
* Figures and War" he s not by any moeans et hinsiast e
as Lo ihe valve ol the stupondonsIy vast apglomerates
of artmed men that would cover the fuce of uroje in the
event of o pgreat war, *I'ethaps,” he says, ' soiue Ao

Hancock’'s “ BISMARK” LAGER BEER.

ander or Buonaparte may arise, who, at the head of a
small army of picked men, may {all upon that heavy ang
unwarlike mass and disperse them in all directions.
Then nations may, perhaps, resort to the system of arm-
ies small 1n number, Lut composed of trained men, and
perhaps they will let those men have the exclusive pri-
vilege of a trade which, after all, is not congenial to

peaceful citizens.” 'Tis a consumimation devoutly to be
wished.

THE FLJI MISSIONS

REPLY TO REV. W. SLADE.

From a reliable and well-informed source in Fili we
Rave] rl'leccive.d the following communication, under date

pri -

‘1 was greatly surprised at reading in the Christ-
church " Press ' of March 7, an address by the Rev. W.
Siade, exalting the '* wonderful success ~* of Methodism in
¥Fni and containing an attack upon the Catholic missions
in these islands.

" The '* wonderful success of the Fiji Methodist mis-
8100 "’ is not by any means so manifest in these islands
a3 1t is made to appear abroad, Your readers, for in-
stance, will remember the speech made a short time ago
i Melbourne by Mr. Duncan—Mayor of Suva and a non-
Catholic—to the effect thal the Fipans wie still B4V ALCS
under their Methodist skin.  1'or the rest the

' Wonderful Success '’

claimed for the Methodist missions m Fi)i may be esti-
mated from the following facts "—

¢ Bixty-cight yems of work by an average of ten
white missionaries has, indeed, resulted in Lhe greater
part of a whole people giving at least a nominal sdher—
ence 1o bethodism 3 but the last half century has wit~
nessed, side by side with that lact, the melancholy spec-
tacle of the same people vanishing almost ofl the face of
the carth in a muanner that 1s unexampled in histary, ex-
cept, perhapss, in the sad storv of the Methodist mis-
sions in the Hawaiian group. The Fipan race is doom-
ed, and the story of their decav makes sad reading.

" In 1844 the Rev, Mr Hunt, a Wesleyan missionary,
estimated the populalion of Fij1 at 300,000 S0 did the
Rev, W. Lawry n 1847, and Captain Ershine of the
Roval Navy In 185K the Rev T Williams (in his ‘Fiji
and the Finans,” page 102) alsa estimated their number to
he 300,000 This was i 1858 A few years later Thiji

was advertised to the world to he as ** all  Weslevan
and Christian 7 Three hundred thousand coniverts were
clanued 1n dark I3 Tn 1874, when i1 became Bri-

ti~h, the Methodist nussionaries clamed 200 G060 qdher-
ents In 1876 their number had dwindied to 130,000,
ag agninst 7000 Catholies In the present jear of grace
they have only 40000, while
The Catholie Population

has Pisen 1o fetween 11 000 and  12,0000—and,
bewr an wmd, 11 00y 1o 12,000 who are  not
Ctossed about By every wand of doctoime,” but know what
they e Lo belwve, ond, as o tule, Iine up to the faith
that 15 m them  Furopean Cathohos o Fipowre proud
ot TRgtr Fopan co-rehigronists, und it 14 i
hapqn ~ipht 10 s them anid thon valored
b llow-Catholus meting tooether to ARSISL at
the  samme august masteties  and pairtake of the
s Speratenty ‘I'he Cathelic Chweh s advancing
steadtly an In The Methodist nossion, according  to
therr own getwrng, have dwindled hom o following  of
S aon to Yo 000 If the Rev Mr Slade considers
this a " swonderiul success,”" all 1 ecan say 34 this, that
he s vasy Lo pleass, and that 1t s about time that he
should begin a reiorm o the dictionary weaning of plain
Engush words

“Tn tact, on reading the <torv of the decay of the
Fraan people, 3t would almost ceem as 11 the more Wes-
levan a provinee is the more rapidiv its people appear to
die out The Weslevan Heport, for instance, gives  the
poptilation ot the very Metbodist asland of Kadavz oan
IREG as 12 080 copls In 18RO accordime to the same
Hovovt, 1t bl tallen to 7 Hm Lhe Res AMre Young, in
188§, rase the populatton of Pan as 1500 To-dayv they
are tess than 1) The tsland of Vivna was for years the
Wesleaan headavarters in T Thor missionaries were
there e 1839 to 1891 The Rev AMre Calvert had
180 natives o the town of Vina, on that asland They,
ol ol others, were unrder the fimsoe iate eve and fostering
care of the missonares Yet, when  the nnssionaries
lo¥ there, there woere only 80 natnes an the wretehed
rlace Is all this a part and parcel of the  wonderful
suevess of the Fin Methodist nussion 2

There remuains the guestion of

Spiritual Sugcess

This is obviously a more diflienlt matter 1o deal with
than that of counting houads But 1t lends itselt, never-
thedese, 1o treatment  wnd hore, as betore T shall not
tollow the Rev AN Slade’s method of dealing in vague
generalities, but will tnll back upon public and notor-
lous tacts

CTn 1RO, about 400 Fipans from Thravnny (Ve
Fevu) were deported to Kadasu by order of the Govern-
ment for gross dischedience to the condtitated authori-
ties Thev were all Wedloyvans Thev had preachers,
tedachers, and Tubles And the Bibles they were pble to
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