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THE PROPOSED EDUCATIONAL
REVOLUTION.

OXSISTENOIE'S a Jewell.' So the old-timepoet wiote. But, according to the contradic-
tory Emerson, 'great souls' will have simplynothing to do with it. We have full many a
gieat soul of this barocco style of mentalarchitecture in Ts'ew Zealand. It used to be
the fashion among some of them to grill
Catholics in fiery pulpit and platform denuncia-

tion for their supposed lack of patriotism in refusing to falldown and adore the State Idol— 'Our Gieat NationalSystem'— which our political INABreiiODomsORS set up a
quarter of a century ago. 'Spoak what you think to-day,'says Kmerson, 'in words as hard as cannon-balls, and
to-morrow speak what to-morrow thinks in hird wordsagain, though it contradict everything you said to-day.' * Our Great National System '—free, secular, andcompulsory—

was inaugurated with the blessing or the tacit

approval of the non-Catholic denominations. Now theirunited voices pronounce an anathema maranatha against itsagnostic attitude towards religion. For years they havebeen busy planning, arranging, conferring, to overturn theGreat idol of their early worship. A mixed assembly ofAnglican, Presbyterian, Methodist, Congregational,Baptist,
Primitive Methodist,and Church of Christ representatives
at Wellington has at last drawn upa definite Rcheme. They
demand the reading of the Bible (Protestant version), with1simple explanations of a literary, historical,and ethicalcharacter

'
;and this programme of religious instruction is

to
'form part of the (State) school curriculum under theinspectors.' The manual of Scripture lessons drawn up by

the Victorian Commission in 1900 has found favor in thesight of the Wellington Conference on the Bible-in-schoolsand, with slight modifications, is accepted as the centralitem in the great revolution which is to turn our H&te-school system from secular (or rather Secularist) intosectarian.
Hitherto,leading Protestant denominations, and someodd groups of denominations,had each its separate— and inmany respects contradictory— prescription for the godless-

ness of our system of public instruction. Now, for thefirst time, we have a'definite scheme before us. It does notrepresent theunanimous views of all the Churches whoseleaders met in Conference in Wellington. But it has atleast the merit of furnishing a clear-cut subject for com-ment and consideration. And this is better than the soundof many and contradictory voices that we have beenaccustomed to since the days when the leaders of the non-Catholic creeds began to realise that godlessness andagnosticism in the school work out at last in diminishingchurch attendance, in a gain to unbelief, a loss toChristianity, and threaten to leave the minister of the Lorda voice crying ina wilderness of empty benches. Over twoand a half yeard ago, when the Victorian Commission'sdire labors were completed, we predicted that the schemeevolved by them would be followed by the Bible-in-schoolsLeague in New Zealand. Our prediction has been verifiedatevery point. And the Commission and the Conferencealike emphasise what we have over and overagain pointedout— the hopeless tangle of difficulties that surround anyattempt to introduce Bible lessons into the publicschools in countries of such mixed religion as Australiaand New Zealand. A plebiscite of the voters ofthe Colony is asked for to deal with the radicalchange^ in our State system of education whichthe Wellington Conference demands. The machineryfor the proposed referendum does not yet exist. It willprobably be manufactured by our law-makers during the
next session of Parliament. And then the country is todecide whether the rights of minorities are to be adequatelyprotected andwhether our public schools shall be secular orsectarian. For that is the whole question in a nutshell.The Wellington scheme proposes nothing less than this :that the teaching of what is practically Unitarianism sbalibe part of the curriculum of our State instruction,and that'OurGreatNational System '— which is now free, compul-sory, and secular

—
shall become free, compulsory, andsectarian.

The scheme detailed in the report of the VictorianCommission on the Bible-in-schools,and now adopted bythe Wellington Conference, was dissected in a masterly wayby the Archbishop of Melbourne in the 'Argus' of October8, 1900. His remarks have, therefore, a specialappropriate-ness to thecircumstances that have arisen inNew Zealand.'We do not,' said the distinguished prelate in the course ofhis observations, * object to a system of education because itis religious. And it is equally needless to say that we donot object to denominational schools having the Hble readand taught in them. It is taught inour own schools, andwe should wishit could be taught,under proper supervision,to every child, Catholic and Protestant, in the Colony!But we do object to Bible lessons in mixed schools. \Nchold that theBible is the depositary, not theorgan, of God'srevelation to man. VN c hold, therefore, that it requires aninterpreter ; and we hold that the Church, through its
representatives, is the divinely constituted interpreter ororgan of revealed truth. We hold, too, that dogmatic truthis thebasis both of faith and of morality.' Catholic teach-ing is, therefore, wholly irreconcileable with the position
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ANGLO SPECIAL" CYCLES.

.A . .
GRAND BAZAAR

will be held in aid of theCatholicPresbytery. . in the. .
TOWN HALL, LAWRENCE,

. . opening on, .
THURSDAY NIGHT, MAY 14,. .and closing on . .
SATURDAY NIGHT, MAY 16-

Persons sending- donationa woald greatl/ oblige by forwarding
»t theirearliest convenience. Mldonations thankfully received.

JAMBS AIREY,
Hon. Ser.

THE SISTERS OF MERCY
Beg to inform the public that they arc now prepared to

take Pupils for the
VIRGIL CLAVIER METHOD

of Pianoforte Playing.

Terms on Application.
CONVENT OF MERCY, SOUTH DUNEDIN.

f
The Religious of NotreDame des Missions recommend

to theprayers of the faithful the soul of their dear Sister,
Mdlle, JosephineFenot (in religionSitter M.Ste.Therese),
Provincial,whodied at theMonasteryof the Sacred Heart,
Christchurch, May 3, 1903, fortified by the rites of Holy
Church, in the 56th yearof her age, and 35th of,her re-
ligious life.— R.l.P.


