
He Made History
The broken-down nags that are ridden by the pica-

dores (pikemen) at Spanish bull-fights, have one ear
tightly coiled round and round with twine from tip to
head. 'It kills the pain, you know,' the Spaniards ex-
plain. It is, in good sooth, a rude form of anaesthesia.
It is probably very ancient, too, and, for all we know,
some pain-killing device of the time may have been used
upon human beings before Paracelsus devised his little
opiate balls Chloroform is now so much a matter of
course in modern surgery that it will come as a surprise
to many of our reiuieis to learn that the first man who
was put under its influence died only a few weeks ago.
The new anaesthetic was discovered by Sir J. Y. .Simp-
son, of Edinburgh, in 1847. On November 10 of that
year, he administered the new anaesthetic to Mr. T. ]).
Morrison, a dentist's apprentice, for the extiaction of a
decayed molar, in the presence of a number of medical
and scientific men. Mr. Morrison, previous to the ad-
ministration of the chloroform, wrote a letter to the dis-
coverer, freeing him from all responsibility in case of
accident or death. He was the first patient that went
under chloroform and he survhed the ordeal six-and-
fil'ty years.

DIOCESE OF DUNEDIN
The many friends of the Rev. Father McGrath (Port

Chalmers) will be glad to learn that he has recovered
from his recent sharp attack, of pulmomtis and has
taken up the active duties of his parochial charge again.

The Very Rev. Father O'JMeill (Milton) is to deliver
a lecture in Balclutha on May 35, in aid of the building
fund of the local Catholic church. We understand that
he is likely to give, among other interesting matter,
some reminiscences of the visits made by him, when in
Ireland last year, to the battlefields of '98 in Wexford
County. The lecture should be one of exceptional in-
terest, and wijl, no doubt, draw a crowded house.

On Monday of last week Bishop Verdon reached
Hyde on his visitation of the Palmerston mission, and
on the following morning administere-d the Sacrament of
Confirmation to 3 1 children. In the afternoon he pro-
ceeded to Macrn'f-1, where, on Wednesday morning, 20
persons were coir lined. The same afternoon the candi-
dates for confirn. tion (22) at Palmerston were exam-
ined, and on the following morning they were confirmed.
On Thursday afternoon 20 children were confirmed in
Hampden, from which place the Bishop proceeded to
Oamaru {" take part in the opening of the Oamaru
Basilica.1

Mr W. T. L. Travers, father of the New ZealandBar, died at the Hutt, near Wellington, on Monday
morning from the injuries sustained at the Lower Huttrailway station on Saturday night. Deceased went tothe station to see a friend off, and remained in thecarriage till the train began to move. |In alighting onto the station platformhe knocked against a guard whowas keeping back bystanders, and fell between the plat-
form and the train, sustaining injuries which resultedfatally. Mr. Travers was born at Castleview, NewcastleWest, County Limerick, his father being Captain BoyleTravers, of the Rifle Brigade. The late Mr. Travers
Was educated in France, served as lieutenant in theSecond Lancers, fought in Spain under the Duke deVictoria, and after leaving the army was admitted tothe Bar in London. He arrived in New Zealand in3 849, and some years later was appointed DistrictJudge in Nelson. For many years he took an active
part in public affairs. Of late years he devoted his at-tention mainly to the practice of his profession inWel-
lington He was a man of varied scientific attainments,
and was noted for his unvarying integrity and upright-
ness.

A presentation was made on the 17th inst. to theRev. Father Maples, of Petone, by members of the Lower
Hutt choir. Mr. E. D. Dunne referred to the untiring
zeal and courtesy of the recipient during the years thechoir was under his charge, and the sorrow felt by allclasses of the community at his departure from amongst
them. He asked Mr. McGuirk to make the presentation,
which "consisted of an address and gentleman's compan-
ion case inscribed as follows : To Rev. F. Maples, from
the members of the Lower Hutt choir, Easter 1903.
Father Maples feelingly replied, and thanked the donors
for their grift. The following is the address :

— '
Dear

Rev. Father,
—

We, the members of the Lower Hutt choir,
cannot allow the occasion of your departure from
amongst us to pass without expressing to you the sor-
row we feel at parting with you. You have been so
\intiring in your efforts to educate and assist us, thatyou have actuated our conductor to leave us and followin your footsteps, and we feel we cannot thank you suf-
ficiently for all you have done for us. We trust you
will live long to continue the good work you are en-
gaged in, and we ask you to accept this small present
which we trust will remind you of the little choir you
have done so much for.'

A meeting of the Catholic men of Newtown (writes a
Wellington correspondent) was held on Sunday after-
noon, April 19, in the Convent High School, Green
street, for the purpose of considering a proposal to
establish a branch of the Hibernian Society in the
parish. The Key. Father Ainsworth occupied thechair,
and in his opening address he impressed upon those pre-
sent the necessity of belonging to such a grand Cath-
olic society, not only on account of the benefits, which
were equal to those given by any other friendly society,
but more especially for the purpose of keeping Catholic
young men together nnd to create a closer union amon-pst
them. He assured the meeting that it would give him
the greatest pleasure to have the branch formed, and
the movement would have his heartiest cooperation.
Bro. J. W. Calla^han, P.P., of the Wellington branch,
was present, and at the request of the rev. chairman
explained the constitution of the Society and the bene-
fits to be derived by its members. He also dealt! with
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long in falling due. But, although the microbe is stillking in the hinterlands of medical discovery, that of tub-
erculosis has been dethroned arid has ceased to be athing of terror. The Nordrach, or open-air, treatmentof consumption has proved itself a genuine remedy for
the early stages of the disease. We have personally
seen, in the 'Nordrach Sanatorium,' near Dunedin, " a
marvellous improvement wrought even in some patients
that had reached a very advanced and apparently hope-
less stage of this parasitic martLdy. And still the re-
ports of new remedies come to us over the wires. A
few days ago, for instance, a message was flashed afar
over the cable from Berlin, which ran as follows : 'M.'
Schneider, a Berlin chemist, after travelling through Aus-
tralia, induced some lung specialists to use sanosin, made
from eucalyptus oil mixed with sulphur and charcoal,
and evaporatedover alcohol lamps. The patients inhalethe vapor. The remedy has been tried in several hospi-
tals, and 60 out of 100 cases of tuberculosis are report-
ed cured.' "

Dr. Fralick, a New York physician, endeavors to get
to close quarters with the bacillus of tuberculosis by in-
jecting antiseptic solutions In large quantities into the
.veins of the sufferers. And it is claimed thathis method
has succeeded amazingly inclearing the invadedtissue of
the depredations of the wretched parasite. Hfis collo-
borator, Dr. Allen, says of the Fralick physic : '

The
Fralick intra-venous infusion method is an extension of
the method first used by Baccelli of Italy. Baccelli and
his Italian followers used small quantities of such sub-
stances as bichloride of mercury, antipyrine, silver nit-
rate, gelatin, ergot, chloral, quinine, and oxygen, intro-
ducing these medicaments directly into the vascular sys-
tem. Dr. Fralick's method differs from Baccelli's in
that he uses large quantities of comparatively non-
poisonous antiseptics. He cuts down to the vein, ex-
posing it for a short distance. Then the fluid is intro-
duced by inserting a needle into the vein and allowing it
to run by gravity. Treatment has been remarkably
successful in the first stages of the disease. We hope,'
Dr. Allen concludes, 'that in time it may be found pos-
sible to cure the disease in any stage.'
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