
DEATH.
RyAV.— On the26th inst.,athis residence,Gordon street,Sooth

Dunedin, John, the beloved husband of Catherine Byan. Deeply
regretted.—R.l.P.

* To promote the cause of Religion andJustice by the ways
of TruthandPeace.*
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THE STOKE ORPHANAGE
The destruction of the Stoke Orphanageby fire wipes out,
for the timebeing,one of the noblest,most necessary, and
most deserving institutes of Catholic charity yet erected in
New Zealand. The blowaffects notalone the archdiocese of
Wellington, but thewhole Catholic body in the Colony. For
the Stoke Orphanage was not of VNellington alone, but of
all New Zealand. Ithas rendered a long,arduous,and ad-
mirable service to the Church in this country by the manner
in whichithas sheltered our fatherless boys and our waifs
and strays, given them a careful training in religion and
virtue, and fitted them to take their place as citizens on
equal terms with children more favorably circumstanced.
We extend our cordial sympathy to the Archbishop, to the
managers of the institute,to the homeless boys now left
again temporarily without a home, and sincerely hope that
theStoke Orphanage willspeedily rise out of its ashes and
resume its beneficent work upon even a grander scale than
before. When Archbishop Redwood received the evil
tidings of its obstruction at Oamaiu, the edgeof the blow
musthavebeenIgreatlyblunted by the generousoffers of prac-
tical assistance which he there received from the assembled
clergy. Temporary accommodation will,no doubt,be pro-
vided for the homeless boys. But we feel sure that the
Catholic body in New Zealand will not suffer this great
charity to behamperedin its noble work,much less to lapse,
for want of pence. And theprompt assistance is,especially
in tin'spressing case, thebest.

A NEW PROGRAMME
» -

ISCONTENT in thebody politic serves the same
purposeas pain in the human frame. It is a
symptom of disorder ; it is nature's finger
pointing to the seatof anactually existentevil.
Year in, year oat,onr Protestant fellow-colo-
nists meet and deplore 'the serious defect in
our educational system arising from the exclu-
sion of all moral and religious instruction in

the public schools within schoolhours.' Their manifestoes
indicate a deep and widespread objection toasystem which
is regarded as a fetich by secular politicians, who look
upon a word uttered against it as a sort of Macedonian
atrocity. It is' plain that onr godless school system has
failed to satisfy the demands of anyreligiousdenomination.
Inproblems such as those which it presents,onenaturally
seeks to emphasise points of agreement,'without at the
same time losing sight of the practical difficulties that lie
beside or beneath them. And, thus far, the Protestant
Churches of the Colony are in substantial agreement with
us that (1) the bald secularism of our system of public
instruction is injurious to thebest interests of the country;
(2) that effective religious training cannot be imparted to
youth in weekly doses, like Mrs.Squeebs'possets of brim-
stone and treacle; (8) that the clergy are quite insufficient
to conduct adequate instruction in divine thingsin all the
State schools;and (4) that it cannot be successully given
after school hours, when the children's minds are fagged,
nor before school hours, since it would be regarded with
aversion by the risinggeneration as an unwelcome intrusion
upon their morning'splay.

We are, therefore, in substantial agreement as to the
evils of a system of public instruction which,in bringing
up the great mass of the childhood of our country, ignores
the very existenceof a Deity,and, consequently,of moral
obligation towards Him, towards themselves, or towards
their fellow-men. But we differ greatly as the remedy.
While others have been indulging, year after year for two
decades,in anintolerable deal of empty talk,Catholics have
been at work applying a practical cure for the evil: they
haveput their hands deep into their pockets and provided
schoolaccommodation and teachers and a sound religious,
as well as secular,education for some 12,000 of their chil-
dren in the Colony. Meantime, the leaders of the various
Protestant Churcheshave been wasting the precious years
devising,revising, and recasting schemes, the substance of
which is, to abdicate their duty of imparting religious
instruction and hand it over to the State. But if the State
has the right to teach religion, it must either decide for
itself what form of religion it is to teach,or appeal for a
decision to some authority outside itself. (There is, of
course, no such thing as 'unsectarian ' religious teaching.)
If it assumes the right to decide for itself,no individualor
religious denomination has anyright as against it,and the
road to religious persecution is thrown wide open. If it
appeals to an authority outside itself— to, say, the Presby-
terian, Anglican, orany other Church

—
it thereby creates a

State creed. And thisit could not do without aviolation
of, or a radical change in,our Constitution.

Many years ago (so the story runneth) an impatient
Dublin patient lay twisting, turning, writhing,and groan-
ingunder the stress of asomewhat acutepain. The noted
physician, Sir Dominic Corrigan, was watching by the
sick man's bedside. *OhI

' wailed the sufferer, 'is there
any position that will give merelief ?' 'If there is,' said
Sir Dominic, 'you are Very likely to find it.' The leaders
and guidesof our noß>Catholic fejlow-colonistshave sought
relief in an analogous way from the nagging evils of our
present system of godkss instruction. For yearspast they
have been constantly shifting their position. They have
abandoned the Bible itself as atext-book. They have even
turned their backs upon the discredited Irish National
Scripture Lesson Book, to which, a few years ago, they
seemed riveted as with bolts of steel. And still they find
no rest. The present year of grace has seen them take up
another attitude. Representatives of the Anglican, Presby-
terian,Methodist,Baptist,Primitive Methodist,and Church
of Christ denominations have this week met in VN ellington

Thnnday, April 80,1908] NEW ZEALAND TABLET
17

The New Zealand

TABLET

B. MM& BB'

SECTION INJANBFIBLD SETTLEMENT OPEN FOR
APPLICATION.

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the under-mentionedsec-
tion will be OPEN FOR APPLICATION on leasc-in-

perpetaltyat thisOffle onTUESDAY, sth MAY, 1903 :—
TAIEBIDISTRICT.

Section 27a, filook 1., Janefleld Settlement; 10 awes;half-
yearlypayment aarentalfor land andinterestandsinking
fund on buildings, £17 16s 7d. The following buildings
and improvements go with the section:8-roomedhouse
and scullery, dairy,store, stable,oow-byre, and cart-shed,
plantation,fruit treesand fencinground homestead. The
following buildings do not go with the land andwill be
disposed of by tender:Old piggeries with binder shed;cow-shed,containing 16 stalls;barn,with loftand ohaff-
honse;piggery and brick boiler-house. First-class level
agricultural land abutting on the Otago CentralRailway,
onemile fromWingatni RailwayStation.

Sale plans and full particulars may be obtained from this
Offioe. ",

D. BARRON,
Commissioner of GrownLands.

DistriotLandsandSurvey Offioe,
Dunedin,14th April, 1903.

NOTICE.
SUBSCRIBERS Removing fromoneDistriot toanotherand wish-
ing Address changed should give Previous Address to prevent
oonfuaion.

RIDE "ANGLO SPECIAL" CYCLES.


