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ANTRIM.-- A Big Graving Dock

Beliast Iarbor Commissioners have decided to pro-
ceed at once with the construction of a new graving
dock capable of accommodating the largest vessel
:la.ﬂoa.t. It is understood that the dock will be 850ft,
ong.

ARMAGH.—The Work ef the Christian Brothers

In the ccurse of an eloquent appeal in behalf of the
Christian Drothers’ schools in Armagh, the Very Hev.
Canon Quinn, of Magherafelt, drew attention to some
points in connection with this self-sacrificing community
that are too frequently lost sight of in the whirl of
educational controversy. The very rev. preacher pointed
out in_ respect of the improved condition of Irish
national education, that while the Catholic clerical man-
agers and the good loyal Cathdlic teackers of the nat-
ional schools are directly and primarily responsible for
the improvement, the ,irish Christian Brothers are in-
directly to be thanked for it. ‘“The number and success
of the Brothers’ schools in the principal cities and towns
compelled the commissioners of education to give way
and to modify their scheme and their rules. hat the
presence of the Christian Drothers has conduced much to
the improved state of educational matters in Ireland has
been acknowledged again and again by the Irish hicr
archy, who are the best judges in these matters. ‘The
work of the Brothers, who are solely dependent on vol-
untary support, as they receive no State aid of any
sort, has always been appreciated by the
people of Treland, and their periodic appeals have been
generously responded to.

A Hoax

Some time ago a paragraph went the rounds of the
anti-Irish Press to the effect that Hugh Carbery, a memy-
ber of the Irish Brigade in the South African War, and
to whose memory a monument was unveiled in Armagh
last year by Mr. Michael Davitt, was alive and anxious
that the memorial should be sold and the money for-
warded to him. The statement is declared to be a fab-
rication, as Carbery’s death has heen vouched for by an
eye-witness of the event.

DUBLIN. Death of a School Teacher

An_Irish exchange reports the death in Dublin of
Miss F. Magennis, one of the oldest fewale national
teachers in Ireland, at the age of 88 yvears, fortified by
all the rites of the Catholic Church, of which she was &
devotefl ;jmemher. She helonged to one of the most gift-
ed families in the North of Ireland, her father, who was
a very clever mathematician and an  uncompromising
Catholic and Nationalist, having taken a prominent part
in the Repeal and other movements. Her mother, who
was a Presbyterian, but a sincere convert to the relig-
ion of her Iamily hefore her death, was a lady possessed
of a high order of intellect, and wrote some fine verses of
poetry.  The present venerable Dean Dermingham, P T,
Carrickmacross, receiverd her into 1he Church, and assid-
uously attended her on her deathbed She loved  her
country intensely, and fasored cvery movement for its
national regeneration. To the late Miss Magennmis, who
had the care of her for manv years, was 10 a great extent
due her conversion to the Catholic Jaith. Miss Magenms
had varied episodes in connection with the Notional
Board. She taught the Anngallon (parish of Clonti-
bret) National school, County Monaghan, of which the
Rev. T. Tierney, P.P’., who was one of the '48 traver-
sers, was manager, and she subsequently was for some
time teacher of the Shantonagh (Castieblayney) Nat-
ional school, in which she was desired to give Protestant
teaching, prohibited by the Bishop (then Most Rev, Dr.
MeNally). She refused to do so, and the result was hor
dismisszal The * Dundalk Democrat,’ then edited by Jos.
Carton, printed scveral articles on that matter, and 1n-
augurated a testimomal to Miss Magennis, which was
popularly taken up.

The Irish Language

On February 17 (says the Dublin * Leader ') there
was a notable gathering of the Gaels at St. Mary’s Uni-
versity College, Donnybrook, when the College Literary
Academy and Debating Societv held a meeting of a kind
unique so far in the annals of ihe institution. For it
was all in Trish, not a syllable of Fnglish being heard
till the meeting reluctantly adjourned The minutes of
the previous mceting were read in Irish by a young lady
of the college The immediate cause of the gathering
was a paper by Miss M. O'Keunedv. AL, an alumna of
St. Mary's She chose a theme * whose infinite variety
age cannot wither nor custom stale '—the legendary
glories, if legendary thev he, of the Iled Cross, and,
clothing her ideas in exceedingly graceful language, she
not only plucked out the heart of the subject. but went
straight to the hearts of a numerous and attentive aud-
ience Several prominent (aclic Leaguers, from the cen-
tral and cother bhranches, were present and made admir-
able speeches. What was more remarkable, several of
the college <tudents, sweet girl graduates, and ecven
younger pupils, spoke also, showing a praiseworthy com-
mand over the cadences of their ancestrnl tongue. All
honor to the good Dominican Sisters, who, unaided and
almost unencouraged, have brought matters to this
splendid pass, and have so wrought that their pupils
stand, cheerful and ready, on the threshold of life, with
lamups well garnished, like those of the prudent maidens
in the Gospel parable.

GALWAY.—The New Member

The new member for Galway, Mr. ¢, R. Devlin, is
Canadian emigration agent in Dublin, He pledged him-~

sell to follow and vote with the Nationalist party in
everything.

LEITRIM.—Proposed Railway

A Bill has been promoted for introduction in Parlia-
nent for the purpose of making a connection between the
Clogher Valley and the Cavan and Leitrim Light Rail-
ways by a link commencing at Maguire's bridge and ter-
minating at the Bawnboy Road Station., That link
would go through the counties of Fermanagh and Cavan,
and would be 21 miules i1n length, At the further end of
the Cavan and Leitrim line it is proposed to make an
extension up the Arigna Valley, Lo connect them with the
coal mines there and with other possible mineral develop-
ments. In order to facilitate the Shannon tourist traf-
fic and to connect them with a district of country which
ralses an enorinous amount of stock, and with one of the
largest stock fairs in the country, it has been decided to
continue the Cavan and Leitrim line from Dromod to
Ruskey on the Shannon, The Lourist traffic could then
be brought from that part of the country to Lough

Neagh, to Carlingford, Lough Rostrevor, and on round to
Kilkeel and Newcastle,

LIMERICK. A Cogrcion Prisoner

Mr. Jeremiah Buckley, proprietor of the f Limerick
Leader,” has been released from Limerick Prison, before
his  sentence of four ntonths’ imprisorment un-
der the Coercion Act had expired. Other Co-
ercion Act prisoners who were also released at
the same time, and under similar circumstances, were
Mr. McTernan, T.C., from Sligo Gaol, and Messrs., Lohan
and Finnerty, from Galway Gaol,

A Writ

Tt is reported that a writ has been served pn the Lim~
erick Corporation and the Amalgamated Society of En-
gineers, under the following circumstances : A member of
the Corporation recently drew the Council’s attention to
the fact that a workman employed in erecting machinery
at the Electric Power House was not recognised by the
local guild of the Amalgamated Society of Engineers.
He was subsequently dismissed, and he has issued a writ
againsgt the Corpocation and the Society as co-defendants
1o recover £50 damages.

WEXFORD. Catholic Holy days

The general desire to haie the feast of St. Patrick
observed as a National hobday in Dublin reminds a cor-
respondent ¢f an Irish exchange that not only St. Pat-
rick’s Day, but also every Catholic holy day of the year,
has been ~ohserved throughout the diocese of Fernseem-
bracing the whele of County Wexford, with a few par-
ishes in counly Wicklow—for almost 30 years past. On
January 20th, 1874, the =zealous Bishop Furlong, of
Feins, the founder of the House ol Missions, Enniscorthy,
called a meeting at Enniseorthy, as a resuit of which a
diocesan legislation was agreed to tkhat all Cathelies of
the diocese, more particularly those concerned in the sale
of intoxicating drink, should close their places of busgj-
ness on ail holy days of obligation. This diocesan law
has heen religiously complied with ever since, and 1t is
gratifying to add that non-Catholics throughout the dio-
cesn also followed suwit, with the result that all shops are
closed on the greater feasts of the year. The saintly
Bishop Furlong died at St. Peter’s College, Wexford, on
November 12th, 1875, and was succeeded by an equally
determuned advocate of temperance, Dr. Michael Warren,
who founded a great Total Abstinence Sociéty on the
ist of November, 1876.

WICKLOW.—The Men of '98

The statue to the memory of ‘Father Murphy and his
followers who fell in ihe Baitle of Arklow on the 9th
June, 1798, is now complete, and the committee has
fixed Sunday, the 28th June next, for the unveiling, The
statue is a very fine specimen of Dublin art, and reflects
great credit on all concerned. It is only natural that
an cnormous gathering should be anticipated at the un-
veiling cercmonyv. Many Americans have signified their
intention of being present, including at least two mem-
bers of the Congress, the Hon., James Muntown and the
Hon. James Rooney.

GENERAL

Lord Spencer on the Situation

Speaking at a luncheon at the Birmingham Liberal
Cluh Rarl Spencer said there was & sirong feeling
amongst Liberals as to the conduct of the Irish ?art&r in
votmg against them on matters which they believed to
be of the utmost importance. He regretted such con-
duct, hut he was not surprised at it._ 1f the Irish Party
had voted with the Liberals on the Education Bill they
would have mpone against principles which they and their
religion held in the greatest love and admiration. He
thought, however, that they had done things which were
exceedingly unwise, and which aroused the antipathy of
the English people during the war. That was one of
the signs of had government which they wanted to cure.
Ireland could only be satisficd by a measure of self-
gorernment, but apything like such a measure was very
distant, Tt would be imprudent of anyv politician to
try and bring it forward. He always believed it was
more probable that the Unionists wounld carry such a
great measure for I[reland than that the Liberals would,

Motor-Car Race

The Bill for the holding of the great Gordon-Bennet
Motor Race in Ireland (says the ‘ IFreeman’'s Journal ')
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