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The Irish Language Revival

We are in receipt of the * Annual Heport of the
Gaelic League ’ for 1901-2, and its 116 pages make  in-
teresting reading to all whoe are interested in the revival
of the old language in Ireland., "the movement has
‘ caught on’ not alone in the. Old Land, but has firmly
established itself in England, Scotland, and the United
States, and is even represented in South Africa, Aus-
tralin, and New Zealand. In New Zealand there are
two branches of the League, one at Milton (secretary,
Mr. JPP. Walsh), the olher at Balclutha (secretary Mr. A.
V. Dunne) ; and the Very Rev, Father O'Neill and the
Vory Rev. Monsignor O’Leary are ardent and practical
{friends of the movement,

One of lhe cheap, slap-dash order of London . wri-
tfers recently deseribed the lrish language and literary
revival as * the maddest of all literary crazes,” and as-
serted that not more than five people have ever wasted
their tune 1n learning an obsolete language without a
literature to repay the trouble. The real facts of the
case are gtven mm & recent issue of the New York " Sun.’

Up to the great famine in lreland in 1847 the lrish
language may be said, roughly speaking, to have been
the language of the whole of lreland, except the norih-
east corner, and it had been spoken there for 2000 years
not only by the Milesiana themselves, but also by the
children of every invader who gained footing in Ireland—
Normans, Danes, FElizabethans, and Cromwellians. De-
cause of the enforced emigration the population of Ire-
land since the famine hag diminished over one-half. Dur-
ing that time the Irish language, because of the efforts
of the so-called ‘ natiomal schools ’ which exciuded Irish
from their courses, and the poverty of the people which
made them unable to provide Irish teachers of their
own or to print and buy Irish books for themselves, was
threatencd with extinction. Conseguently the QGaelic
League was formed, not p8 ‘ a lilerary craze,’ but with
the noblest object of preserving 1o the Irish people the
priceless heritage of their language, in which was con-
shrined their history, their traditions, their poetry, their
great epics, and the very soul and genius of their race.

The Irish language bas mever died out. It has al-
ways been a living language, largely as the result of
the propaganda of the Gaclic League during the last
fifteen years. The official census of Treland  for 1901
shows that the number of persons returned as speaking
only Irish was 38,192, and the number speaking both
Trish and English was 610,963, making a total of Irish
speakers in Jreland in the year 1901 of 679,155, Look
at these statistics of those who spoke hoth Irish and
English —

Irish Irish and
Counties. only. English,
Cork 2,273 117,447
Donegal 7,078 55,000
Galway 17,688 107,929
Kerry 4,181 69,929
Blayo 4,234 106,131
Wagenford 1,821 36,158

Irish 3s also largely spoken in the Iighlands of
Scotland by nearly as manv people who know no English
as i!} Ireland itself, the number Leing estunated at about
40,0100,

To-day the CGaelic League, under the presidency  of
Dr. Hyde, has over four hundred branches throughout
Ireland, each bhranch with a membership of from fifty
to four hundred members Many thousands of Trsh
children are studving Imish in the schools. The Gaelie
Leapgue has sold 50,000 of its Iiish text-hooks in a
single year, Fime plays are written and  successfully
performed in Irish

So far from being the " maddest of all literary cro-
res," Luropcan scholms like Zeuss, Bopp, Grim, Fbel.
Zunmer, Windisch, Yimmerman, IV Arbois, Tle Jubainville,
r. Whittley Stokes, Dr. Standish Hayes O’Grady, Pro-
fessor Kuno Meyer, and Dr. Douglas Hyde, to name only
o few out of many, have fdevoted o large part of their
lives to the study of Jrish liternture and the Trish lan-
guage, The 22 volumes of the * Ilevue Celtique ” are de-
voted to the Celtic lapguage and literature, and there
are kindred German publications, the © Zeitschimft  fud
Celtische Philologie " and the ' Irische Texte,’ ediled by
. FErnest Windisch, ot the University of T.eipsic.

Standish  Hayes O'Gradv’s great catalogue of the
Irish manuscripts in the Dritish museum, of history, law,
medicine,  toaetrv,  and  folklore, occupies nearly 7O
pages, and is one of the most {a<cinating Trish hooks
ever published It {8 estimated by o competent scholar
that there is stjll in muanuseript in Treland encugh of
Irish written within the last two thousand wvears to fill
a couple of hundred octavo volumes The RRoyal  Irish
Academy has catalogued about one-half of the manu-
scripts in it, and the catalogue is contained in 13 wvol-
umes, with 8448 pages, and contains ghout 10,000 pieces,

varying from perhaps a single verse of a song up to a
long cyic.

Irish literature possesses an nlmost perfect system of
rosody, self-evolved, self-invented in {lrish, that no other
Turopean country possesses. fis early even as the year
750, 1rish poetls were making most perieet rhymes, o
thing not known for at least two centuries later in anv
othor modern vernacular : and the great scholar Zeuss,
who put Celtic studies en a sure foundation, and Con-
stantin Nigra have strongly urpged the fact that it is to
the Celts that Furope owes the verv invention of rhvme,
and the modern poets of Jreland have carried rhvme to
a perfection that peopte who have not actuallv read their

voems cannot even dream of. Dr. Hvde’s monumental
* Literary History of Ireland ' will reveal to any person

interested in the subject conclusive evidence.that the Irish
language is one of the richest and its older literature
among the greatest of the older literatures of the world,
Dr. Sigerson’s ‘' Bards of the Gael and Gaul,” an antho-
logy of nearly 150 pcems metrically translated from the
Irish and covering the ground from the earliest unhymed
chant down to the peasant days of ithe 18th century,
puts it into the power of any English reader to judge of
some of the qualities ol Irish poetry for themselves. The
Irish translation of the New Testament is older than the
English version or than the Dousy edition of the Qld
Testament,
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The Final Rendezvous

i
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In 1859 or 1860, according to a reliable journal,
Gailiard, the fumoua‘ French engraver, became acquaint-
ed with a young artist, who, like himseli, was studying
the works of Perugino. They grew to be friends, found
themselves in Rome together, and from the beginning of
thg{r icq\uamtance were very fond ol discussing religious
subjects.

At that time M. Gaillard was an unbeliever, and
took a certain pride in combating matters of faith. Hia
young companion defended the points to the hest of his
ability, with firm conviction, yet displaying a great
sweectness, which, while it did not convince, never failed
to win the admiration of his adversary.

The last time they met was at the Villa Medicis.

Gaillard again resumed the discussion, vainly endeavor-
ing 1o impress his own ideas on the mind of his friend,
Finally he left him with these words :
‘ ‘¥ou are still very young : I will meet you again in
Paris 10 years from now, and we shall see, You will have
entirely changed your views., Your faith is beautiful, but
it is absurd. You will become convinced of this and
alter your opinions.’

" No,” replied his opponent, simply, ‘T do not count
on sceing you again in_ Paris; and it is possible I may
never see vou again, But I promise to meet you at the
Last Judgment, and you will see then who is right.’

An ordinary man. a frivolous one, Would have laugh-
ed ; but Gaillard’s serious mind was struck by the firm
faith which had made this audacity possible. 'He looked
at the young man for an instant, stupefied, touched to
the heart hy the sincerity of his belief.

" 1Z_Adieu, then !’ he murmured. ‘I will remember
1at.

The two adversaries never met again: they are
awaiting the Judgment Day. What became of the youth-
ful artist is not recorded ; hut the seed sown in the heart
of Gaillard took root and bore fruit—he died a Francis-
can friar.

At the final meeting of the St. Patrick’'s Day
Celebration  commititee in Sydney the hon, secretaries
1eported ag follows :—' The balance'sheet shows that our
itotal receipts amount io L£1009 10s; expendituve, £389
124 6d ;. leaving a net halance of £619 173 6d for dis-
bursement amongst our different Catholic orphanages,
We may state that the largest sum previcusly distributed
wias £5680 7  In regard to the distribution of the pro-
cecdls of the celebration, the sum of £75 will be handed
orer 10 ecach of the following institutions, leaving a bal-
ance of £19 17s 6d to bhe carried forward to next year :
Waitara Toundling Home, Westmead Home for Doys, St.
Joseph's Orphanage, Kincumber ; St. Joseph’s Orphan-
age, Tane Cove road; St Anne's Orphoanage, Liver-
peol : St. DBrigid’s Orphanage, Ryde ; Industrial Orphan
Reformatory, Manly ; and the Sisters of Mercy’s Orphan-
age,” Baulkham Hills,

On the Feast of St. Joseph the solemn ceremony of
recel.tion and profession was held at St. Joseph’s Con-
vent, North Sydney. The Right Ilev. Monsigneor Car-
rol, V.G., presided, and he was assisted by the, Rev.
Fathers MeGrath, S.J., T. Carroll, S8.J., and F. J.
Adamson (Adelaide). The candidates who took the veil
were (—3igters M. Edna (Mary Purcell, Vie.); M, Dara
(Florenca. M. Bankes, Bourke) ; M. Adela (Catherine
Anne Woods, Queensland) ; M. Lasteran (Mary Ellen
Noland, Bulli), The names of the young ladies who
were received were (—Sisters M., Hubert (Harriet Crind-
land, N.85 Wales) ; M. Crescencia (IFFlorrie Gilmour, Mel-
Liourne) : M, Favre (Ellen Lonergan, Vic.) ; M. Clement
(Kathleen Murphy, Vie); M. Ethelreda (Suie Smith,
Vie ) ; Francis Clare (Emily Reilly, Sydney) ; Francis De
Chantal (Brideget Connollv, Temuka, New Zealand) ; M.
Voo (Cntherine Leahy, Toowoomba, Queensland); M,
Geraldine (Margaret Coffy, Queenslend) ; M. Cortona
{Fllen Menzher, New Zealand) ; M. Beneret (Helena
Mcl.oughlin, Bathurst) ; M. Padus (Sara Callinan, WMel-
havrney. At the conclusion of Lhe ceremonies the Rev.
Father D, McKillop, 8.J., delivered a short address to
the Sisters. Denediction of the DBlessed Sacrament was
given by the Right Rev. Monsignor Catroll, V.G., assist-
ed by the Rev. Fathers McGrath and F, Adamson.

MYERS and CO , Dentists, Octagon, corner of George
strest. 'They pguarantee highest ¢lass work at moderate
fres. Thelr artificial teeth give general matisfaction, ard
the fact of thair supplying a temporary denture while the
gums are healing does away with the inconvenience of
beineg momhs without teeth. They manufacture a single
artificial tooth for Ten Shillings. and rets equally mode-
rate. The administration of nitrous-oxide gas is also a
great boon to those necding the extraction of & tooth.
Read advertisement.—%**



