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12,800 out of the 50,000 * funeral marches to the grave '
that take place in the gayest city every year.
*

Here, a8 in the olden lands of Europe and the un-
changing East, tuberculosis is the ° erd-righ * or overr
king of all the {lls that flesh ig heir to. Where bubonic
plague, small-pox, scurvy, typhus, and relapsing fever
slay thelr thousands, tuberculosis kills its tens of thou-
sands. Those diseases were for a long time the pathologi-
cal terrors of wankind; but they have been almosl cowm-
pletely banished from tha surface of the earth. Medical
science and actual experience in Germany, have demon-
strated not alone the possibility, but the probability of
consumption and all its allied disorders being extirpated
also. But the problem is too vast for voluntary effort,
The melancholy figures published annually in our ' Year-
Book ’ are sufficient proof that it is a matter of national
importance to grapple with it. And the crusade might
well fall within the many-sided activities of o Govern-
ment which has one hand on the throttie-valve of an
express engine, and with the other grades butter and
cheese and slaughtered Dorkings for the Home market—
like that wonderful limb, the elephant’s trunk, which can
at will pile a Quarter-ton of lumber or pick a nunher
#ix sewing needle from the ground. {feneral contugious
diseases hospitals are not sufficient. Particular wards or
special atiendance in a general hospital are equally
worthless. Two years ago, at the Conference on Tuber-
culosis in Berlin, Professor Weber said : ‘ For the majo-
rity of cases, treatment in sanatoria should be pro-
ferred, but for the poor it is a necessity.’ And he nd-
ded : ‘ The erection of numerous sanatoria for the people
is therefore a national requirement for the cure, the pre-
vention, and the extermination of tuberculosis.’'

*

In this, as in every branch of Christian charity, the
Catholic Church has taken an early and prominent place,
Among the first in the field with the new methods of
combating tuberculosis were the Sisters of Marie-Auxili-
atrice (Our Lady Help of Christians). A greal con-
sumptive sanatorium was erected by them, in the Acars
1878-80, at Villepinte, some twelve miles north-east from
Paris, in the Department of Seine-et-Oise, Maxime du
Camp described it as ‘ the most beautiful hospital n
the world." There are over 300 happy patients withm
its broad boundary—women, girls, and voung children,
'They have another splendid establishment for consunp-
tives at Hyeres, and, we helieve, have thus fur cose il
the insane fury of M. Combes’ policy ol eapulsion
France has altogether sotme fifteen publiec  consumptive
sanatoria, such ns we nced in New Zealand, with 133t
beds, and twelve private establishments with 412 hedn,
Scotland has moved to some purpose in  the natter,
Switzerland started, in 1893, a National 1'und Tor oo:
Consumptites, and (according to n recently-pubhished
medical work before us upon the subject), the little nnd-
European Republic * bids [air to bLe the best equipped
bwith institutons for the treatment of the disease among
the iess well-to-do.'The German TFathedland  ornginated
the now universal ‘ open-air cure’ or * Nordiach treat-
ment * of consumption. It still leads the wav, with
close on forty sanatorin in whith the poor are treated
free, and (since 1900) with day sanatoria for workmen
In Prussia alone, the crusade against tuberculosis has
had the happy result of diminishing the death yate from
the bxurrowing bocillus from 31.4 per cent. beloe 1899 tq
21.7 per cent. in 1897,

In this matter Germany furrishes an ohject lewson
which the New Zealand ITealth Uepartinent might weli Lo
m more haste to follow. Several years agzo, i oadio-
cating the establishment of public consumptive sauntoria
in New Zealand. we said : * Such n project would 1uy
small risk of suffering from lack of jence in New Zeu-
land.  The funds could be provided by (1) Stute wid
{2) by public subweriptions, {3) by the formation of
associations working on the lines of the ** Caisse Nation-
ale,’" and of the German ' Societies for Convalescent Tn-
stitutions ** ; (1) by the contributirons of henefit socie-
ties, trades unions, and life insurance companics ,and
(3) by the fees reecived from patwnts who are 1n g
position {o pay for treattment.  Questions 1n the realm
of ' higher pohties ™' presenting far  greater  praetical
difficuities have found a solution in our local Parha-
ment.  And this is onc that, in the public interest, de-
serves and should receive immediate attention and a sat-
isfactory and permaneut settlement’  Yet, still we delay
and dally,
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VI.—THE THOUSAND ISLANDS OF THE WEST,

e

By the Editor.

‘Round many Western islands T have been.!
~Keats,

It is April 15 as these lines are being chicked out at
o merry rate on the flying keys of the type-composing
machine, It is the first anniversary of the day when I
sailed out, on the Canadian-Australian ship Moana, from
Victoria, the island-capitel of British Columbia, to Vab-
couver, where her human freight of over two hundred
passengers was to bid her good-bye and set iheir feet
upon the mainland of the American continent. It was a
bright, pleasant northern spring day. The sun was
shining like nu blessing from heaven. In the gently-stir-
ring clear air vou could almost count the twigs upon
the cedars and the firs up the slopes that stretched away
behind Victoria. The sky was as fleekless a blue as you
see in the early summer days in the Swiss Engadine,. or
above the green irrigated valleys that wind away to
ecast and west from the lower slopes of Canigou, in the
Eastern Pyrenees,

We took on board at Victoria a new and
Welcome Addition

Lo our numerical strength : bagpage officers, ticket~
agents, and a cloud of sturdy porters—all sent to our
aid by the courteous and greatly appreciated fore-
thought of the Canadian-Pacific Railway corporation,
Customs officers also boarded tke ship and accompanied
us on our way—the most urbane that I had met in g
tolerably wide experience of travel. The vessel had
scarcely gol well under way when they were busy chalk-
ing their strange hieroglyphics upon the passengers’
luggage, on deck and in the cabins, nlmost as fast ag
it came under their indulgent eyves. Down in  the
saloons, the Cunndian-TPacific ticket-agents were as busy
as lnpplighters giving ready information and  kindly
travel-hints, and issuing tickets to all parts of Canada,
the United States, and Europe. In the meantime the
baggage officinls were fast emptying the luggage-hold
and the cabins upon the upper deck, In the days when
the Jootpad and the hrigand infested the worid’s high-
ways, it wuas a motto that he travelled safest who tro-
velled hightest, Pugin, for dear comfort’s sake, peram-
badated all central  Europe, studving the glories of
Gothre architecture, with no impedimoenta save a sketch-
in-block, an overcoal, and a Sairey Gamp umbrella,
Only the roving bicyehist enoys such heroie simplicity
of touring-atUre nowadavs, Your old and cexperienced
touri={, however, whether by tand or sea, will cut down
his bagguge to the wreducible minimunt. O si sic omnes 1
A glance at the buggoge-room of any ocean-going
steamer, or at the hittered upper-deck of the Moana on
that April worning, reveals the fact that the average
tourist, and especrally ladies that go down to the sea
in ships, encumber thewselves with almost as  meny
wiaps, rolls, valises, portmanteaux, boxes, trunks, and
heaven knows what besides, as 2 they were setting out
on n Lhree-yevars” cruise with Nansen te the TFarthest
North  Faor all, but m quite a special way for your
cumbrous travellers, the courieous Canadian-Dacific bog-
gage oflicials, and the svstem of dealing with

Passengers' Luggage

prevalent all over Nerth America, are blessings of the
highest order  On production of travelling tickets, lug-
gage was cheched on the  Moana, labelled, taken over,
wnd sorted cout with swift and business-like deeision ac-
cording to s destination ; and passengers were  left
irec to enjoy to their fullest hent the moving panorama,
of heauty that lay along our route

A few days' experience of the Canadian and American
and Continental European systems of dealing with pas-
sengers”  luggage leaves  one  plunged in a state  of
pussled wonder that the traselling public should  con-
tinue to tolerate the mishy and hapharard method that
is stitl permitted in Austrnha and New Yealand, Hore,
on arrival at one’s destination, cach individual passenger
rushes, pushes, and struggles belore o rough barrier n
front of the lnggage van, identifies s belongings as hest
be can anudst o leng and tangled pile of hoxes, valises,
hat-cases, wianps  tunhs, swags, perambulators, bonnel-
ciases, drummers’ sunples, and houschold  furniture, and
makes o dinve to serze and hold hus own before the festive
‘crook T oor f magsman ’ can remose them to that bourne
Irom which stolen goods do not return. On the Cana-
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