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Archdiocese of Chicago

The annual report of Hev. Francis A. Barry, Chan-
cellor of the Chicago archdiocese, shows an increase for
the year of about 200,000 members in the churches of
the archdiocese and 12,000 children in thhe parochial
schools and church ibstitutions. Father Barry estimates
that the present Catholic population of Chicago reaches
1,000,000 persons, with 800 places of worship and 566
priests, scculav and religious.” The largest city parishes
are St. Stanisiaus, with 40,000 parishioners ; tge Holy
TFamily, with 20,000, and St. Michael, 15,000. The pre-
dominating nationality of these 19, respectiveiy, Polish,
English-speaking, and” German,

The Catholic Population

According to the advance sheet of the offictal Cath-
olic directory of America for 1903, there is a total
Catholic population of 11,289,710 in the United States,
or one-seventh of the total population. Taking into
nccount the newly-acquired possessions, the Catholic
population under the American flag, from the latest
ligures  obtainable, is as follows—Uhited States,
11,289,710 ; Philippines, 6,565,998 ; Hawaii, 33,000 ;
American Samoa, 8000 ; Guam, 9000 ; Porto Rico,
958,243 ; total, 18,853,951. The total population of
the above-mentioned territery is 84,233,069, 'There are
100 prelates in the States—1 Cardinal, 13 archhishops,
and 86 bishops. Other statisiics of the clergy and
institutlons are—Secular clergy, 9743 ; clergy of reli-
gious Orders, 3225 ; churches, 10,878 universities, 7 ;
seminaries, 71 ; students in seminaries, 3382 : parish
schools, 3978 : children in schools, 963,683 ; charitable
institutions, ¥23. New VYork is the largest  diccese,
with an estimated Catholic population of 1,200,000,
Chicago comes next with 1,000,000, but it has the lar-
gest number of churches—300,

GENERAL.

The First Cirurch in America

It is an historical fact that the fust church erected
in the New World was a Catholic church. It was dedi-
cated at Isabella, in Hayti, on the festival of ihe Epip-
hany, January 6, 1494. This event took place 126
years before the pilgrims landed at Plymouth.

The Bishop of Baghdad

The Rev. John Drure, of the Order of Discalced Car-
melites, has heen appointed Latin Arcfibishop of Bagh-
dad, and Consecrated in Rome by Cardinal Gotti, Prefect
of Propagandh The Latin see of Baghdad was created
in 1632, with residence at Ispahan {(Persia}, and trans-
ferred in 1842 to Baghdad (Turkey). It embraces the
missions of DBaghdad, Mardin, and #ossul, and contains
54,000 Catholics of rarious rites.

Nuns in Japan

The nuns of the Catholic Order of the Holy Church,
who have many houses and nstitutions in England,
huve established an orphanage at Kiote, Japan, which
shelters some hundred Japanese orphans. Half of the
number are beng tramed as schoo! teachers, but so
fra:l is the constitution of these girls that  many  of
them break down under the stramm, Those who do  not
qualify for school teachers are tramned as nurses The
nuns have recently obened a school for the study  and
practive of subjecls of domestic econonry, and here the
Japanese guls me tanght needlework, washing, and the
general management of a houschold  FThis new departure
proved at ence to be jopular, over 50 girls jJoming it
s 500N as 1t was opened.

The Marists and French Penal Laws

>

The Protestant correspondent of an American Pro-
testant paper, " The laving Chureh,” wnting from France,
speaks us follows of one of the rehigious Orders agarnst
which the Cumbes’ Goverpment is carrying on I1is Iin-
TARIOUS counpaign -— ]

' The general subiweet ol the crusade against the Con-
gregations brings up naturallv the menits and seryices
ot Lthe different bhodies attacked With the worlk of most
ot them people are generally acqoamted hroadly,  There
are, howerer, some sjeaal congregations  of religious
—priest and Ireres bunded together—who fall under  the
present ban, and with whese exploits many are less con-
versant., It may interest vour readers to  learn a hew
facts of a body of such men, who, from thetr fulerum in
France, have made the other side of the world especlally
their field of inhor; whose hames are indeed much bhetter
known in Austrabia, and in the dslands of Oceania, than
they are in IPrance itself Such 18 the Congregation
of the © Marists ’* 'The Marsts are o modern hody.
Their work is less often quoted in papers and periodicals
than that of others with greater antiquity and more
sounding narmes on the roli. But they have, none the
less, done devoted and tree missionary work in the sonse
ol the very first evangelisers

‘In 1780, a young priest irom the Reaujolais named
Colin, who frem n child had the fixed 1dea to found a
new institution for evangelising, set to work to catry
out his determination, His first diseiple was his bro-
1her He strove, worked. paved, and com meed athors,
The small Socwety grew. Tt took the nome of Marie."
LIn 1822, having put himsell into commumeceation with the
Holy Sce, Cohn received from Pope Tius VII. a lavdatery
and permssive 7 hrief.””  After thie Peie Colin held the
post of director of the seminary at Belley, where instruc-
tion became one of his necessary duties.

" Now came the “* oceasion ' which launched the Mar-
ists on their special work. The Holy See asked, in 1836,
of the Society of the I'ropaganda ot Lyons whether they
had not a man or men who could work in Western

Oceania, a district that the Congregati -
ially desired to he cultivated, gregation at Iome spec

* Colin and his friends were si
posal made to them " to go.’” 1t wag accepted with pen-
erous fervor. This was the beginning of a mission that
has bgcn actively worked ever since,

“The Marists soon hecame a household word in that
far-offl part of the world.  In some of the isiands where
their work lay the inhabitants were known cannibals, so
the prospeet was not alluring. Certainly several of the
number of devoted missionaries suffered martyrdom for
their cause. This body especially ministers to the wanhts
of New (,"a‘le_doma, and the convicts sent thither from
France. Fhis has, from a kind of unwritten tradition
become their particular tagk, ’

' The islands of the archipelagoes of the Navigators *
;&?d of Fiji have been worked and converted entirely by

em.

‘ New Zealand owes its early Christianising influences
to them. Beslde_s such far—off stations, the Marists have
centres of work in London, Dublin, and Louisiana, and

a college at Jefferson, as well as several houses in
France.’

gnalled out, and the pro-

Life in an Old English Monastery

There has recontly been published in England an in-
teresting volume, a transcript of the * Customary of the
Monastery of St. Augustine’s, Canterhury,’ from an early
14th century manuscript. of the Cotton Collection. A
: Customary,_'_we may say for the benefit of those who
are not fa.mﬂaf}r with the technical meaning of the word
as used here, is a written or printed statement of laws
and customs. In this volume (says the ‘ Sacred Heart
Review ') are to he found the fullest and most minute
directions as to the rule and discipline of the ancient and
historie foundations of St. Augustine's.

There is a chapter describing the elction of an abbot,
and also particulars as to the election and duties of
prior, sub-prior, third and fourth priors, chanter, sub~
chanter, sacrist, sub-sacrist, cellarer, sub-cellarer, grana~
tor, hostilar, crypt-master, refectioner, almoner, and sub-
aintoner. The  detaals of the hestilar's or hospitaller's
dutics are certainly interesting as showing how the least
matters were ordered in the monastery.  The chief duty
of this functionary was to act as guest-master ; and he
had charge of heds, seats, tables, towels, table-cloths,
plates, basins, and cups in the hospice, and had further
1o sce 1o the supply of straw or litter for the beds, and
charcoal or wood for the hearth from the cellarer, and
cups and spoons from the refectioner. On guesls  arrive
ing at the gates, news was sent to the hospice by one
of the ccllarer’s servants, and the hostilar, or one de-
puted by him, first conducted them to the church for
prayver. being instructed to offer them holy water and
to kneel by their side. They were then taken to the
patlor, where, aiter Benedicite had been pronounced, and
a }iss of salutation offered, the hostilar straitly ingguired
of them their names and estate and fromi what housa
GOrehgious) or place they had come. They were then led
to w cell in the hospice, where their conductor, inviting
them to be seated, read to them a short passage from
Holy Writ for the health of thew souls. If the visitors
were monhks and unacquainted with the house, he led
them through the cloister to the dormitory, and, if time
nermntted, showed thetn the whercabouis of the offices
but only if due explanation had been given of the cause
ol thenr visit, lnquiry was also made as to the number
ol their servants and grooms and horses, and the regult
comounicated to the cellaver in order that they might
Le fitly housed. Tf the visitor was a monk he was usu-
allv entertained in the common frater, or dining-hall : it
a prior, in the frater, but with a double portion ; if an
abbot, provided he wished to take his meals in the frater,
he was to be served as their own abbot,

In the ciening the hostilar was to receive from the
sacristan  four candles, and from the chamberlain a
cresset-hight, for each guest-monk : if a prior, the lights
were to he double : if an abbot, no certified number, but
an ample sufficiency

All these curious  details are given in the ‘ Custo-
mary " and 1t seems also that the compilers were aware
that some time their hospitality might be abused, for
there is a rule laid down that ir any guest should be a
mere vagahond or acted in any dishonest or disorderly
wav, he was to he  corrected according to his fauld,
cither hy words or stripes, and after his correction sul-
fered to depart.

The volume further contains the usages and discip-
hne of the frater, the dorter (or dormitory), and the
chapter, also evervthing pertaining to the admission apd
rrofession of novices ; to the infirmary : te the rules
observed in visiting the sick, in Extremes Unction, and at
death and burial ; to the provision of candles and lights,
Loth for econventual and church purposes ; to the respec-
tive dignity of festivals, and to the ringing of bells.

Allogether the volume gives a most interesting  in-
sight into the orderly, evervday life of an old-time mo-
nastery

The verv worst cough or cold succumhba to Tussicura.
Obtainable from all chemists and storekeepers, ~—*¥e

A mingle trial of MOUNTAIN KING ASTHMA POWDER
will convince the most sceptical of its efficacy ,-—we+



