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BELGIUM.—A Pilgrimage

A Freat Belgium pilgrimage was organised to leave
Brussels for Rome on February 26, and enormous nurm-
bers hnd expressed their intention of taking part in it.

ENGLAND.—Converts in Southwark

The Bishop of Southwark has informed a Catholic
newspaper representative yn Rome i the course of ah
interview that an average of 600 converts are annually
gained to the Church in his diocese.

Temperance Revival .

A wonderful revival is taking place almost throughs
gut London—and especially in the Southern districts—in
regard to temperance and total abstinence work, The
League of the Cross ls meeting with far more generous
sympaethy than has been the case for many years, and
priests as well as laity are exercising themselves remark-
ably in the great fight against alcoholic excess. Amongst
the children geod progress is made.

The Oratorians

Rev. Robert Faton, the English Oratorian priest, who
came to this country to coliect funds for the Newman
Memorial Church to be erected at Birmingham (says the
Philadelphia ‘ Catholic Standard and Times ') is booked
to sail for London in a few days. During his four
months’ stay in this country Father EFaton has not
preached nor lectured, nor has his mission heen men-
tioned from the pulpit. Despite this fact, his visits to
Washington, Philadelphia, Baltimore, Boston, and New
York have brought to him, ungolicited, the sum of
4000 dollars for the Newman memorial. England, Tre-
land, and Scotland have contributed 75,000 dollars.
Father Eaton thinks it probable that a branch aof his
community may scttle in the United States at some
time in the near future. The Order is unique among
the Catholic communmities. The Fathers of the congrega-
tion are a body of priests livirg in c¢ommunity, but
without vows other ithan thosc ol the secular priest-
hood and under a highly demoeratic constitution, Thers
is no superior general, as in other Orders. Each house
1§ distinct and independent and Lhe members take their
places according to seniority. not according to official
rank, even the superior taking his turn in all the duties.
It is against the rules of the Order to ask for dona-
tions. oney 18 never mentioned {from their pulpit, and
all contributions made to the community are devoted
to beautifying their churches or supporting their charity

schools and hospitals, The Fathers find their chief
occupation in the cultivation of theological and other
studies. The two English branches of the Order which

Cardinal Newman established there are composed largely
of men of neble birth and broad learning. They give
no missions, nor do they usually preach in churches
other than their own.

FRANCE.—Annals of Lourdes

The ‘Annals’ of Lourdes tecord that in 1902 240
gpecial trains brought to the grotio 170 pilgrimages,
comprising 200,000 persons. Counting those who came
by ovdinary trains, doulle this number visited Lourdes,
Forty thousand Masses were celebrated, and 410,000
Communiong reccived Six thousand invalids bathed in
the waters, and numerous cures were registered in the
‘Anrals’ by D, Boissaric, chie! of the committeo ol
medical attestations, to  which practitioners of every
Leliel arve inmvited to give their opinions of the cures.

The Monks of Chartreuse

That there is no small amount of feeling concerning
the French Government’s recommendation that the ap-
plication of the Chartreuse monks should be rejected has
received fresh evidence from the fact that the “Temps’
has reprinted large portions of the special report sent
in by the prefect of the Isere Depariment. 1t will be
remembered that the Government gave as cvidence in
support of their recommnendation that the Fathers were
large contributors io Peter's Pence, to denominational
schools, and caused communes 1o go to heavy expense in
building operations because they made it a condition of
their subscribing that the communes themselves should
raise a certam portion of the expenditure required.
Those points certainlv appeared in the prefect’s report,
ut they were the only ones to which the government
scem to have paid any attention, All arguments that
told in favor of the monks were given the go hy. Here
1t is a subscription of 50,000 francs at the time of a
local disaster, there the bulding and up-keep of a
school ; 7000 {rancs a year to one hospital ; and twice
that sum to another. At St. Laurvent du Pont in 1892
the Fathers built a hospiial of cighty heds at a cost of
1,400,000 francs, and have since given 800,000 =a vear
towards its maintenance. Another of their works is a
school for deaf mutes at Curricre which is in their sole
charge.

GERMANY.-~Catholics in Bavaria

A Congress of almmost all the Davarian deputies of
the Cenfre Party, together with 6840 delegates from
ecight provinces nf the Kingdom of Bavaria. was recently
heid ot Munich, under the presidency of Dr. Daller,
leader of the Centre Party in Parliament. The Congress
decided on the constitution of a central federation of
Catholic and social associations for the whole kingdom,
the publication of a political dictionary, and the esp
tablishment of a central secretariate of the party.

A New Party

. A Catholic party has been founded in Alsace-Lor-
raine. It bears the title of the Alsatian Country Party;
and its programme includes a demand for universal
sufirage, and for the treatment of Alsace-Lorraine on a

footing of equality with the other States of the German
Federation.

ROME.—Dinner to the Poor

His Holiness the Pope gave a dinner to the poor of
Rome on February 22, at the Vatican. He had 1000
guests, who were waited on by nuns, while the Swiss

g;grgeétin etﬂl;eﬁr brilliant &lnifm-m, kept order. There
usrasm, and the cr ‘L.on, i
Leo ! ' was repeatedly uttered. ¥, ‘Long live  Pope
The Pope’s Charity
At this time (writes a Rome correspondent), when

faithiul and devout children are bringi their i
43 tributes of devotion to their coxgmngn lethggen%gg
Holy Father, because he is the common Father of all,
is not ummindful of the needs of the poor. He has re-
mitted, through the Cardinal-Vicar, the sum of 50,000
lire for the poor of the city of Rome ; 20,000 for the
city of Perugia, the half of that sum to be applied di-
rectly to the actual needs of the indigent, and the re-
mainder to he destined for the establishin of soup
kitchens ; 10,000 to his native city of Carpineto, and
20,000 to be added to the 25,000 whick his Holiness
gives annually to the poor nuns of those Orders deprived
of means of support.

Speculation

. Much speculation (writes a Rome correspondent) is
going on jfust now on an attempted Franco-German

agreement  on  the Catholie and Roman question.
Rgfggng&rs are passing between Berlin, Paris, and

¥rom both Paris and Berlin envoys hav
been sent to a high personage at Rome to pregare thg
way for a new departure. It is also said that the Papal
Secretary of State has been officially notified of the
intended arrival of the Fmperor William in Rome in
the approaching month of May.

The Biblical Commission

The Holy Father has given orders for the Bibli
Commission to meet twice ench month. In theBme:.gl-
t‘l_me the Consultors resident in Rome meet regularly.
Since the death of Cardinal Parrochi Cardinal Ram-
polla is President of the Commission. Leo XIII, urges
on the work, He is its mainspring, and shows himself
most anxious about it. He makes himself acquainted
with all details, and receives immediate and direct in-
formation from specialists. He has received proofs of
:h?t w;de appg'obgtéon tqalledhforth by his choice of con-
sultors—proofs indicating that he had sty
of the schools of knoW]e%g'e. d struck the gamut

UN I'{;ED STATES.—Catholic School Successes

' Chicago is keeping up the high percentape of sug-
cesses scored by graduates from Ca.t.hp:Iic sch‘(z)ols the?e
in the examinations for admission to the Normal School,
or as cadets (says the Pittsburg ‘Observer’). Qut of
one hundred candidates sixty-two passed, of whom forty-
five were graduates from Catholic parish schools.’

A Large Order

. 'The erection of a sky-scraper on a promine

in the business centre oi Chicago, to be gccupiedn%argsé};
by the Catholic societies of the city, the rehabitation of
St. Mary’s University, and the abolition of tuition fees
in the parochial schools are among the ideas which will
be presented by the Catholic clergy and laity to Arch-
bishop Quigley when he assumes control of the arch-
diocese of Chicago.

Death of a Clare Priest

The Rev. Patrick Egan, for 23 years chaplain of the
Carney Hospital, Soutﬁ Boston, died suddagly recently
of heart disease. Father KEgan was born in Milltown,
county Clare, in 1838, received his early education in
the scheols of his native place, and in Ennis, and was
educated for the priesthood in Maynooth College, being
ordained in 1864,

The Catholic University

In Rome on March 1 Cardinal Serafino Vannutelli
gave a dinner in honor of Mgr. O’Connell, the new rec-
tor of the Catholic University at Washington., The
guests  included Cardinal Satolli, Cardinal’ Vincent
Vannutelli, Very Rev. J. A. Zahm. Notre Dame, Ind,,
and a number of Monsignors. Mgr. O'Connell, it is
stated, has already received two purses of £1000 each
to found unew scholarships from personal friends, and
promises of much larger sums from others,

Church Growth

In the 125 largest cities of the United States (says
the San Francisco ‘Moniter’) the Catholic population
aggregates 3,644,000, while the total number of Protes-
tants is only 2,117,000, The entire population of these
cities is 14,110,000, In the couniry as a whole one per-
son in every 321 is a communicant of a church; in the
cities one person in every 224, From 1850 to 1900 the
value of Protestant church property rose from 78,000,000
dollars to 401,000,000 dollars, of Catholic church pro-
perty from the insignificant sum of 9,060,000 dollars
to 211,000,000 dollars.

Parochial Schools

The Catholic parochial schools of New York State
contain 145,702 children, 'The cost of maintenance is
8dols. a pupil.



