
BELGIUM.— A Pilgrimage
A great Belgium pilgrimage was organised to leave

Brussels for Rome on February 26, and enormous num-
bers had expressed their intention of taking part in it.
ENGLAND.— Converts in Southwark

The Bishop of Southwark has informed a Catholic
newspaper representative in Home in the course of an
interview that an average of 600 converts are annually
gained to the Church in his diocese.
Temperance Revival

A wonderful revival is taking place almost throughr
out London— and especially in the Southern districts— in
regard to temperance and total abstinence work. The
League of the Cross is meeting with far more generous
sympathy than has been the case for many years, and
priests as well as laity are exercising themselves remark-
ably in thegreat fight against alcoholic excess. Amongst
the children good progress is made.
The Oratorlans

Rev. Robert Eaton, the English Oratorianpriest, whocame to this country to collect funds for the Newman
Memorial Church to be erected at Birmingham (says the
Philadelphia 'Catholic Standard and Times ') is booked
to sail for London in a few days. During his four
months' stay in this country Father Eaton has not
preached nor lectured, nor has his mission been men-
tioned from the pulpit. Despite this fact, his visits to
Washington, Philadelphia, Baltimore, Boston, and New
York* have brought to him, unsolicited, the sum of
4000 dollars for the Newman memorial. England, Ire-
land, and Scotland have contributed 75,000 dollars.
Father Eaton thinks it probable that a branch of his
community may settle in the United States at some
time in the near future. The Order is unique among
the Catholic communities. The Fathers of the congrega-
tion arc a body of priests living in community, but
without vows other than those of the secular priest-
hood and under a highly democratic constitution. There
is no superior general, as in other Orders. Each house
is distinct and independent and the members take their
places according to seniority, not according to official
rank, even the superior taking his turn in all theduties.
It is against the rules of the Order to ask for dona-
tions. Money is never mentioned from their pulpit, and
all contributions made to the community are devoted
to beautifying their churches or supporting their charity
schools and hospitals. The Fathers find their chief
occupation in the cultivation of theological and other
studies. The two English branches of the Order which
Cardinal Newman established there are composed largely
of men of noble birth and broad learning. They give
no missions, nor do they usually preach in churches
other than their own.
FRANCE.— AnnaIsof Lourdes

The 'Annals' of Lourdes record that in 1902 240
special trains brought to the grotto 170 pilgrimages,
comprising 200,000 persons. Counting those who came
by ordinary trains, double this number visited Lourdes.
Forty thousand Masses were celebrated, and 410,000
Communions received Six thousand invalids bathed in
the waters, and numerous cures were registered in the
'Annals' by Dr. Boissaric, chief of the committeo of
medical attestations, to which practitioners of every
belief are in\ited to give their opinions of the cures.
The Monksof Chartreuse

That there is no small amount of feeling concerning
the French Government's recommendation that the ap-
plication of the Chartreuse monks should be rejected has
received fresh evidence from the fact that the 'Temps'
has reprinted large portions of the special report sent
in by the prefect of the Isere Department. It will be
lemembered that the Government gave as evidence in
support of their recommendation that the Fathers were
large contributors to Peter's Pence, to denominational
schools, and caused communes to go to heavy expense in
building operations because they made it a condition of
their subscribing that the communes themselves should
raise a certain portion of the expenditure required.
Those points certainly appeared in the prefect's report,
but they were the only ones to which the government
seem to have paid any attention. All arguments that
told in favor of the monks were given the go by. Here
it is a subscription of 50,000 francs at the time of a
local disaster, there the building and up-kcep of a
school ; 7000 francs a year to one hospital ;and twice
that sum to another. At St. Laurent Mv Pont in, 1892
the Fathers built a hospital of eighty beds at a cost of
1,400,000 francs, and" have since given 800,000 a year
towards its maintenance. Another of their works is a
school for deaf mutes at Curnere which is in their sole
charge.

GERMANY.— Catholics inBavaria
A Congress of almost all the Bavarian deputies of

the Centre Party, together with 640 delegates from
eight pro\inces of the Kingdom of Bavaria, was recently
held at Munich, under the presidency of Dr. Daller,
leader of the Centre Party in Parliament. The Congress
decided on the constitution of a central federation of
Catholic and social associations for the whole kingdom,
the publication of a political dictionary, and the esp
tablishment of a central secretariate of the party.
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The Catholic World A New Party
A Catholic party has been founded in Alsace-Lor-

raine. It bears the title of the Alsatian Country Party
and its programme, includes a demand for universalsuffrage, and for the treatment of Alsace-Lorraine on afooting of equality with the other States of the GermanFederation.
ROME.— Dinner to the Poor

His Holiness the Pope gave a dinner to the poor ofRome on February 22, at the Vatican. He had 1000guests, who were waited on by nuns, while the SwissGuards , in their brilliant uniform, kept order. There
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ft Rome correspondent), whenfaithful and devout children are bringing their offeringsas tributes of devotion to their comVnon Father, tEeHoly Father, because he is the common Father of all
is not unmindful of the needs of the poor. He has re^mitted, through the Cardinal-Vicar, the sum of 50.000lire for the poor of the city of Borne; 20,000 for thecity of Perugia, the half of that sum to be applied di-rectly to the actual needs of the indigent, and the re-mainder to be destined for the establishing of soup5ftce

n
nYnV Vo'oo^V0'00^^0 hia native city of Carplneto, and20,000 to be added to the 25,000 which his Holinessgives annually to the poor nuns of those Orders deprivedof means of support.

Speculation
Much speculation (writes a Rome correspondent) isgoing on just now on an attempted Franco-Germanagreement on the Catholic and Roman question.Messengers are passing between Berlin, Paris, andRome. *Rom both Paris and Berlin envoys havebeen sent to a high personage at Rome to prepare the
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TheBiblical Commission

The Holy Father has given orders for the BiblicalCommission to meet twice each month. In the mean-time the Consultors resident in Rome meet regularlySince the death of Cardinal Parrochi Cardinal Ram-polla is President of the Commission. Leo XIII urgeson the work. He is its mainspring, and shows himselfmost anxious about it. He makes himself acquaintedwith all details, and receives immediate and direct in-formation from specialists. He has received proofs ofthe wide approbation called forth by his choice of con-sultors—proofs indicating that he had struck the gamutof the schools of knowledge.
UNITED STATES.— Catholic School Successes1 Chicago is keeping up the high percentage of suc-cesses scored by graduates from Catholic schools therein the examinations for admission to the NormalSchoolor as cadets (says the Pittsburg 'Observer') Out ofone hundred candidates sixty-two passed, of whom fortv-hve were graduates from Catholic parish schools.'
A LargeOrder
" .Tll6 erection of a sky-scraper on a prominent sitein the business centre of Chicago, to be occupied largelyby the Catholic societies of the city, the rehabitationofSt. Mary s University, and the abolition of tuition fees
in the parochial schools are among the ideas which willbe presented by the Catholic clergy and laity to Arch-bishop Quigley when he assumes control of the arrh-diocese of Chicago.
Death of a Clare Priest

The Rev. Patrick Egan, for 23 years chaplain of theCarney Hospital, South Boston, died suddenly recently
of heart disease. Father Egan was born in Milltowncounty Clare, in 1838, received his early education inthe schools of his native place, and in Ennis, and waseducated for the priesthood in Maynooth College, beineordained in 1864.
The Catholic University

In Rome on March 1 Cardinal Serafino VannutelliRave a dinner in honor of Mgr. O'Connell, the new rec-tor of the Catholic University at Washington. Theguests included Cardinal Satolli, Cardinal VincentVannutelli, Very Rev. J A. Zahm. Notre Dame, Ind.,and a number of Monsignors. Mgr. O'Connell, it is.stated, has already received two purses of £1000 eachto found new scholarships from personal friends, and
promises of much larger sums from others.
Church Growth

In the 125 largest cities of the United States (saysthe San Francisco 'Monitor') the Catholic population
aggregates 3,644,000, while the total number of Protes-tants is only 2,117,000. The entire population of thesecities is 14,110,000. In the country as a whole one per-son in every 321 is a communicant of a church ;in thecities one person in every 224. From 1850 to 1900 thevalue of Protestant church property rose from 78,000 000dollars to 401,000,000 dollars, of Catholic church pro-
perty from the insignificant sum of 9,000,000 dollarsto 211,000,000 dollars.
Parochial Schools

The Catholic parochial schools of New York Statecontain 145,702 children. The cost of maintenance isBdols. a pupil.
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