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MESSAGE OF POPE LEO XIIL

TO THE N.Z. TABLET.

Pergant Directores et Seriptores New Zealand Tablet, Apostolica Benedictione eonforiat
Religionis et Justitise causam promovere per vias Veritatis et Pacis, ’

Die 4 Aprilis, 1800,

LEO XIII., P M.

TRANSLATION.~=Fortified by the Apostalic Blessing, let the Directors and Writers of thy New Zealand Tablet
continue to promote the cause of Religion and Fustice by tne ways of Truth and Ilsace.

April g4, 1900,

LEQ XIII, Pope

Current Topics

Political Trickery

A lie has more lives than a cat. It ordinarily takes
o lot of killing, but most of all when 1t represents a
tangible value in money or votes In Australia, but
more cspecially in New South Wales, the pelitical and
clerical leaders of the Orange brethren are again husy
scaring their credulous following nto a ' solid front " by
the good old bughear of the threatendd domination of
five million people by one mltlion ‘* Papisis ' 1n these new
countries. This is the chiel plank in the formation of
the new ally of Qrangeism in New South Wales Like
the old Orange Societrwes its members are pledged te ex-
clude Catholics from political and municipal hile and to
return to such positions only those who are associated
or in sympathy, with the movement. Like ' rough and
tough old Joe Dagstock,” the Orange standard-bearers of
the new association ave slv, yery sly They know wwhat
they are ahout, They have learned by heart TPhilo's
Machiavellian lesson i the ¢ Infernal Marriage " : 1T
will keep each faction m awe by the bughear of the
other’s supremacy. Trust mwe, I am a profound politi-
cian." The keepmy up of that awe spells notoriety for
the clerical, and solid votes for the political, leaders of
the new offshoot of Orungeism. And thus each poarty
catches the hare that it is hunting.

The Second Elijah

The middle age was the age of faith. This is the
age of credulity. And the shortest cut to heing o mil-
lionaire nowada¥ys seems to he in the launching of some
new form of fancy religion, or the revamping of some old
one, that will stagger the normally constituted mind by
the preposterous character of its claims. Thus, the
Eddys have become nullionaires by ‘ Christian Science,”
which ig neither Christian nor scientific. And John Alex-
ander Dowie—a Scottish imposter and former inmate of
Melbourne Gaol—has gathered a vast foliowing and raik-
ed in untold shekels by declaring hmseli to be the Tro-
phet Ehjah returued to carth once more! The recent
report of his mmpending bankruptcy, that was published
in the New Zealand Press, was, to say the least, pre-
mature. An American paper just to hand states that
his name and fame have atiracted to his standard farm-
grs who so0id out their homes in South Australin and
other parts of the Commonwealth, and even in New Zea-
jand, in order to lay their all at the pseudo-prophet’s
feet., Tutler’s couplet seems to have an application to
Lthelr ecose :—

* Doubtless Lhe pleasure is as great
Ot Lemg cheated as to cheatl”’
»

ITere i3 how n recent issue of the * New Yorker
sizes up Dlowie-—who, by the way, has two rivals to hig

claim of being the re-incarnated Flijah : one a Rev, J.
H. Smyth Iigott, i England ; the other is one Mirza
Ghulam Ahmed, in Indig :

¢ John Alexander Dowie,” says the * New Yorker, ' is
the proprietor of o Zion city of 8000 inhahitants on the
shores of Luke Michigan, about 20 miles north of Chi-
cago. The city is located on a tract of 2000 acres,
hought seceretly hy Iowie before anyhody dreamed what
he was up to. The inhabitants of Dowie’s Zion com-
munity are as completely under his spell as were the per-
sonal followers of Mahomet to the Prophet. They work
for him hlke an army of slaves, and ey erything they pro-
duce he calmly sppropriates and puts in his own name.
Besides uy Zion city he owns mullions of dollars of Chi-
cagu real estate, has bunks of his own, pulilication
houses, hotels and strong hoxes bursting with choice
securities. All told, he has about 15,000 devoted {ol-
lowers working for him, and 1f he keeps on growing he
wiil ere long become a verv formidable and possibly dan-
gerous factor of sociely.  He is already a power in nor-
thern Hhinois politics, and swings his votes as one man.
Not satished with his amaring suceess in and  around
Chicago, he proposes to establish himself here. Dowie
mvites abnse and thrives on it He fairly foams at the
ueuth m his denunciztion of the Catholie Church, is
toeless i s 10as18 of the Press, and when the mood
seizes him rages like madman over what he is pleased to
call the persecution of his people.  He dominates every
proposition he takes hold of and is in realily an extra~?
ordinary personage. Chicago couldn’t do anything with«
out him.’

Our Fuberculous People

We get spusms sometimes in New Zealand public life,
And we gencrally get over them, What, for instance,
has Dbecome of the spasm of activity that shook our
Department of Public ITealth seme tinle ago in connec-
tion with the erection of consumptive sanatoria in
various suitable places in the Colony ? Hos 1t spent
itself, or side-tracked its early energy in the pressure
Lthat the Government is now putting upon various mu-
meipalities for the erection of infectious diseases hospi-
tals 2 In the meantime the bacillus of tuberculosis s
tunnelling away almost undisturbed, under the skin, 1n
the bones, through the lungs, larynges, abdomens, bhrains,
spinal marrow, and neck-glands of thousands of its
victims, and coffining annually close on 800 of our fel-
low-colonists, Over ten per cent. of all deaths in New
Zewland for  the past decade are due to the many and
varied forms of tubercular disease, and the greater part
of 1ts vietims are in the period of fresh young manhoad
and womanhood, from 20 to 30 vears of age The per-
centage of deaths is even higher in Europe. In  FEng-
land, durmg IR97, the proporlion was 19.30 per 10,000
living persons in the population (in New Zealand the
avetage rate for the past ten years has been 104 per
10,900y, And in DParis, according to a recent return be-
lore us, the tubercular bacilius is responsible for over
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