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a praiseworthy manner by the choir under the baton of
Mr. Eager, Misg (3. Stokes being at the organ., The
solos were taken by Misses M. Mahony and . Creagh
(sopranus), Mrs.,  Eagar and Miss Freed (contraltos),
Messrs. Applegarth and Guflney (tenors), and  Messrs
Matheson, Mee, and Dush (basses). As an offertory picce
Mrs. Eager sang Mascagni's © Ave Mariw,” with orches-
tral accompunsment, The choir was ably ussisted by an
orchestra consisting of Mr. Stokes and Miss Ilobinson
(v1olins), Mr. Amor (flute), Nr Tiripgs (claronet), Me.
Hoflund (cornet), Mr. Palmer (IMench horn), Mr. Rains-
iond Ceelluy, and Mr, Dallas (doutle hass)

The various services al St Joseph's Cathedral dur-
iug, Haly Week were pttended by large congregations
The ofhice of Tenehrae, at which his Lordship Lishop \er-
don presided, was sung on Wednesday, Thursday, wand
Friday ovemngs.  The jollowing clergy werve also pre-
gent . —lught Rev. Mpr, Muckay (Oamaru), Very Hev
Mgr. (O'Leary {Lawrence), Very Hev. Dean Burke (Tuver-
carmli}, very Hev. Father O’Nejll (Milton), Itev, Father
Murphy (Adm. 8t Joseph's Cathedral), 1tev. ITather
Hogan (ltookic, Viectora), Hev. Father Cofley (South
Dunedin), Rev 1Mather (’Dea (Ophir), Rev. Futher Lyuch
(Palmerston South), Rev  Father Cleary, Rev. Fathoers
Delaney, . Hyan, and T*. O'all (Holy Cross (ol
lege), Hev. Father Howard, and Rev. Father O'Mallev,
On Thursday morning Pontifical Fhigh Mass was celebrat-
ed by his Lordship the Bishop, Wight Rev., Mgr. Mackay
being assistant priest , Very Rev, Mgr., O'Leary, ond
Very Rev. Dean DBurle, deacons at the throne; Rev.
Father Howard deacon at the Muass, Hev, Father O’Mal-
ley sub-deacon ; and Rev. Father O’Dea and ltev. Falher
. Ryan deacons nt the blessing of the
holy oils. In the cvening after lenchrae the ccoasional
sermon on the institution of the Blessed Sacrament—a
very able and impressive discourse~—was preached hy the
Rev, Father Coffey. The Altar of Repose was beauti-
fully decorated, and numbers of devout worshippers visit-
ed the Cathedral during the dayv. His Lordship the Bis-
hop was the celebrant of the Moss of the Presanctified on
¥riday mormng, Rev. Father Lynch being  assistant-
priest, Rev TFather Howard deacon, and Rev. Father
O’Malley sub-deacon. 'The Passion was sung by Mon-
signor Mackay., Monsignor O'Leary, and Hev., Ifather
Cleary. A very carnest  and  powerful sernmon on the
Passion was preached by Iev. Tather O'Dew. The Rev
Fathen Murphy was master of ceremonies at  all the
Masses and services durihg the week The students of
the Provineial Sennnary (Holv Cross College) assisted in
the sanctuary on Friday morning.

At the early Masses at St Joseph's Cathedral  on
Easter Sunday very large nnmbers appreached the Fiolv
Table. At eleven there  was Soleuin Dontifical  High
Mass of which his Lordship Bishop Verdon was celehrant,
Rev. TFather Cleary belng assistant prest, Rev. Father
Murphy deacon. Ilev Father Howard sub-deacon  As at
the other Basses tLhere wWas o very Jarge congrepation
present  His Lordship the TBishop preached  on the
IResurrection  The chow, under the conductorshup of Mr
Vallis, and assisted by an eflicient aorel estra guave
finished rendering of Gounod's © Mesge Solennelle ” The
soloists were Miss Rose Blan®y (sopranod, Br. Shepherd
(tenor), and  Alr T IMus=v¥y thasst At the offertory
Miss Dlaney gnve o very desotional and artistic render-
ing of Lauzzrs © Ase Bluial and the Faster hymn * Haee
ihes ' was also sung ot the Moas<s Mhs I Woods e
suded at™ the argan with her accustomed atnbina Ihin-
ster’s * Festival March ? sus playcd as an outgomg yvo-
Tuntary  The decovations, which were confined 1o the
high altar and sonctiay,  Wore appropriate 1o the
Testival and in eacellent tasie This Totdship  presudel
al Vespers, when the occasional sermon was preached by
the Ttev Tather Murphy  Solos were sung by Miss Rose
Blaney and dMis Angus Ay, Valhis being at 1the organ
Atter ITigh Mass the choir, at the imvitation  of  the
ishop. partook of hght aefreshments o 85t Joseph's
1Tail  The Bishop  congratudatod them on their good
work and 1eterrod in comphimentany tertms ta e Valhs
Fasicr Sunday being the anniversary ot the day  on
which he first assumed the dutics of orgamst

OAMARU,

(Trom our own correspondent )
April 14

In a parasiaph, o week or (wo ago. T omentroned
that the completion of the portico of the hasitliea  was
Lthen o Progress Now the contracrio g have ulmost
finished the work., At the Masses last Sunday Right Rex
will take place At the Masses fast Sunday Nlight Rev
Mgr Mackav announced that utl the oponing ceremony
his Grace the Archlnshop of Wellington and therr Lord-
ships the Iiwhops of Christchurch and Dunedin will con-
for the high honor of themwr presence upon the people of
Owmaru  No doubl this honor is intended as o tribute
in the first place to the real and enorgy of Righl Wey
Mgr Machay, and secondlv to the devoledness and self-
sacrifee of his  parshionets who have so nobly  ond
generously co operated in this great work

The bastlwa has hom tine te time Yen desernthed
the * Tablet,” hut ag the worl of carrving ont the il
dotasls of the plan goes on samething additional s ol-
wave heconnng notweable A lime or two o reterence Lo
the portion now nearly fimwhed will thercrore e not out
of place O (owse  the readers of 1the " TTahlet 7 are
aware that the basilica 1= of the Grecan arde, showimg
wenlth of column and chiselled ornanwntation,  carved
capitals, and carmed meections The Oanuou  white
stone lends itsell to this style, and, as the work 15 in

the hands of such a skilled carver as Mr. Given, the fi-
nest jdeals of the architect are fully expressed. The to-
tal elevation from the street to the top of Lhe cross
syrmounting the domes is 83ft 6in. The approach con-
sists of a flight of thirteen steps the full width of the
portico, and leads to the main entrance. The portico
1tself rests on light carved and fluted plilars and is sur-
mounted by a marble cross 7ft in height, The corner
towers are 4921t ~6m high and on those rest aight pillars
with carved canitals bearing an octagonal doine, giving

a  height of 32ft from the top of the towers. These
domes are also surmounted by marble crosses. A Dune

edin fiit has contracted for the double gote, with two
smaller side gates, and these, with the piers'a.nd walls,
ate Lo be in their places hy the time of opening.

When the contract now on hand is finished, the nave
of the basilica, except the carvings inside, will be com-
pleted. The sanctuary and transepts are the work of
the futurc. When we consider the means of our people,
with the monthly drain  upou their poor resources to
curry on our schools, only an optimist would ventwre to
say that the dream and the hope of the people of Qamaru
will be realised in the near future. DBut if one looks
back a few vears—not quite few—and remembers the
task that then lay before our revered pastor, and now
looks at the magnificent piles—basgilica, convent, presby-
tery—he must say the most cxaggerated dream is cap-
ablolof realisation, undur such guidance, ard by such
people.
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It is stated that the Government has agreed to pay
£242,000 for the lLevels estate, which has an area of
38,(800 acres. Possession is to be given on March 31
next,

The Mayor of Timaru, in the course of a speech some
days ago, remarked that he did not believe there was
ancther district of the same size under the English flag
that could cownpare with South Canterbury in produe-
tiveness, and he doubted if, in any other part of the
world, o population of 30,000 produced as much as was
obhlained in that fertile distriet.

At present 600 co-operative workmen are employed
on the North Tsland Trunk Railway, on the left bank
of the Wangauvui  river, and work is being pushed on
vigorously, IT.ast week a start wos made with the
erection of the railway bridge over the Wamganui river
at Taumaranui, The work wali take at least two years
to complete,

The railway traffic to and from Dunedin during the
Tiaster holidays was very heavy, and it is satisfactory
1o hknow and complimentaryv to the department that the
large numlwrs whe took advantage of the {ine weather
io travel by rail were conveyed to and from their desti«
nations without a single hitelh or accident of any kind.
This speaks well for the oflicers of the departinent, who
had thewr hands svery full i coping with the press of
work doring the holidays.
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With very great regret (savs the " Inangahua Times '
of April 7) we¢ have to report that Dean Roltland’s health
i ot nooway nupreyed,  on the contrary it was found
necessilly oo remove him to the hospital yesterdsy after-
noon  for the purpose oif having an operation perforined,
Doctors Conlon and Scott held a consultation on Wed-
nesday last and decided that this course was absolutely
necossiry n oltder to save s life Doth doctors  are
sanguine as 1o the resudt, although, of course, at Dean
Rolland's adyvanced age an operation of this kind is al-
ways atlended with o certaun mmonunt of danger. The
tev . gentleman, however,  bears up with characteristic
jortitude under the trying ordeal, exhibiting  in his
whole demeanor  that sublime resignation and applicit
conhidinee i God, which have sustwined hun through
e of many trmals and vicissitudes. We who know Iean
Rolland so well have only to hope with earnestness and
smeerity thal the operation may prove successiul, and
that he mav be spared for moeny yecurs to come 1o dise
charge s priestly nuntstrations

Speaking ot Waimate last week the 1Ton ITall-Jones
referred (o the marvellous change which had taken place
i Cheviol sinee 1t was acguired by the Government., A
comparisen ol the postbion now, he said, wath the josi-
“tion of the estate before it was acyuired by ithe Govern-
wment was an oblect lessan to all who diftered from the
Governnient in thewr land seltlement poliey. To give an
Hustiation @ In 1892, when the estate was aecyuired, the
owner had upon 1t 82 000 sheep and 53 head of dairy
cowns, and obtmuned 7000 hushels of oats from it T.ast
viear there was 196,000 sheep, nearly 6000 dawy cows,
and more than 10 times the auantity of grain grown at
the Litne the estate was owned by the Rebinsons.

The lands acquired by the Government under the
Tand tor Scttlement Act up to the end of Septemnber last
toand Mr Seddon 1n s speech at Wanpate last week)
were valued ot £2,596.721 Canterbury’s  share was
L£9753,714, and, with some estates bought since and the
i chase of  the Levels (£242,000), the amount was
oneht up to a miibion aml a-yuarter Canterbury had
tared well, and rmightly so There were few Crown lands
m the provinee and the largest eslutes were drawing the
conie and douphters of the seitlers to the North Islaund
oy elsewhere Anckiand had 2,313,000 acres of (’:_r(m'n
lands @ Hawhke's Bay 270,000 acres Tarapnali, Hh7,000
Wellington, 7:31.000 acres ; Nelson, 3,351,000

wres
.tt:rt-s; Marthorough, 142,000 acres Canterhbury, 4876
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