
rw m AngOßt 10.On Tuesday, sth mst., thepast and present members of St.Patriok's choir met to present Mr. W. Gamble, who lately retiredfrom theposition of conductor, with an ebony walking stick with
ivory handle and mounted withgold bandsuitably inscribed. TheRev.Father P. W. Tymonspresided and also presented Mr.Gambleon behalf of the congregation with a purse containing £20. Mr.Gamble, whohas heldthe conductorship for thepast sixyears,hasof late Buffered severelyfrom anaffection of thethroat, and it wasonly on theadviceof his doctor thathe reluctantly relinquishedhispost.

Father Tymons, ina few well chosen words, spokeof thelornsustainedby the ohoir and the whole congregation byMr. Gamble'sretirement, and trusted that in accepting the purse he would notlook uponitinany wayas suitable remuneration,butas expressive
of that esteem in which he was held. Father Tymons hopedthathe wouldBoon regainhis voice and health, andresume his position
to the satisfactionof everyone.

Mr Gamble, in thankingFather Tymons for hiskind allusions
as to past services, spoke of the grief it caused him to sever hisconnection with the choir,said he had only tried todohis duty,and
that anyCatholicblessed with a voiceat all shouldat oncebeready
to useit for the service of God. If he gotbetter he certainly shouldresumehis old position.

During the evening songs were contributed by Mrs Ander-
son and Misses Rush and R.Oakley, and by Messrs V. Dallow, T.Rodgere, and P.Lomax,and instrumental items by Misses Scanlon
and xVatson and Mr P. Tombp. and the gathering, which was held
in tae schoolroom, pioved amost enjoyableone. The ladies of the
choir kindly supplied the refreshments.

A Bacred concert will be held in St. Patrick's Church nextSunday, at 3 p.m., on behalf of the organ fund,and it is to be
hoped chat the necessary meaus of paying off all the choir's in-
debtedness will be well supported.

Mr V. DaUow, who lately bevered his connection with thehardware staff of theUnited Farmers' Association to join the firm
of Permain and Gilchrist, was presented the other evening with"eilver teapot,suitab'y engraved.

On Saturday morning Mass was celebrated atnine o'clock forKing Edward VII., and at 11 o'clock a united Coronationservice
wanheld by the Protestant denominations in the Show Ground.Mr W. T. Woods, Mayor, laid the foundation stoneof a handsome
drinking fountain to be erected in the Square. At six o'clock a
procession was held of the children and fire brigade, volunteers
(mountedand foot) cadetp, terminating witha granddisplay of fire-
worksin the Square, and ahuge bonfire. The town wascrowdedall day to see tne celebrations and illuminations, but everything
passed off quietly and by 11o'clock the streets wereentirely clearof the noise of holiday makers.

sufferer occasioned the deepest anxiety, and prayerß andsupplica-
tions were offered up to Almighty God for his recovery, God in
Hie mercy was pleased to hear the prayers that were offered so
earnestly,and to-day hundreds of millions of his Majesty's subjects
throughout the vast BritishEmpire are giving expression to their
joy on the auspicious occasion of his Coronation. They were
assembled there that day to raise their voices in hymns of praise
and thanksgiving, and earnestly implore the goodGod— " by Whom
kings reign and lawgivers decree just things'— that He mightbless
the reign of his Majesty, andmake it long,happy,and prosperous.
The accession of anew monarch is aneventof verygreatimportance
in the lifeof any nation. The destinies of subjects and their rulers
are closely united, and the proppenty of the subjects depends
to a great extent on the wisdom and good government
of the rulers. People are apt to think that a constitutional
monarch is a mere figurehead, fitted to adorn the vessel of State;
but in this they are mistaken, for it may he said with truth that
there is no Sovereign inEurope who can exercise greater influencefor goodthanhe who wbb crowned yesterday at Westminster Abbey.
(Here hia Lordship read a telegram from the Acting-Premier to
the effect that the coronation had taken place, and that the King
waß not at all fatigued after the ceremony.) This, continuedbin Lordship, was good news, and would cause all to rejoice.
The Coronationceremonyof to-dayhas lost muchof its significance,
but according to the ritual of the Catholic Church the coronation
of aking is in the highest degree impressive and instructive Weare told in theOld Testament that the earliest kings who were
called by God to rule overHis chosenpeoplewere,by the express
command of God,anointed with oil, and therefore in the Sacred
Scripture the king was called the

'
Lord's anointed.' In the

'Firat of Kings' we are told that 'Samuel took the horn of oilandanointedDavid in the midst of his brethren,and thespiritof
the Lord came uponDavid from that day forward.' The sacred
unction that the king receives is intended to represent the out-
pouring of Divine grace which is so necessary to enable him to
rule inamanner befittingaChristian king. The ceremonies in theritualof theCatholicChurohdearlypoint out to the sovereign-elect
thatthereis a Sovereign King, a Lordabove, from Whom allpoweroomes,and that whatever power hereceives shouldbe employed for
thehonor and glory of God, the good of religion,and the benefit of
the subjects committed to his care. From the coronation of
EdwardVII.weare tempted to go back to thatof his predecessor?
the venerableQueen who died in the earlypart of last year. She
was crowned 64 yearsago— in the year183(3— and in that very year
New Zealand was visited for the first time by a bishopanda priest
of the Catholio Church. What a change there is to-day, when
wehave an archbishop, three bishops, 1(50 priests, 663 nuns, over
50 Brothers,and a largeCatholic populationspread over the whole
of the Colony. Sixty-four years ago New Zealand was not
recognised as a British Colony,yet to-day it is spoken of all over
the civilised world;the richness of its mineral wealth,the fertility
of its soil, the salubrity of its olimate have brought about a
degree of prosperity that is Beldorn witnessed in a country bo
young as New Zealand. The British Constitution is the freest in
the world. United to England, we enjoy the greatest liberty, we
are free from everyexternal danger,and are therefore ina position
to devote our energies to the development of our resources. We
should be deeply grateful for all these things, andshould remember
that all good things come from God, and that we should thank
Him from our hearts for all His blessings and favora. The 'Te
Deum '

would be sung as an expressionof gratitude toGod for the
restoration of tho King to health, and all should pray that God
would grant him a long, a prosperous, and a happy reign. The
Catholic pfople should take an interest inall puolioaffjiirs, and inevery movement which had for its object ihe benefiting of the
community and advancing the progress of the country. They
were all deeply interested in the welfare of the Empire, and
they should pray that Gc d would shower down His blessings
on their King,country, and families.

At the conclusion of the Maps hia L -rdfihip intoned the 'TeDeum,' which was taken up and impreseively rendered by theohoir.
The music of the Macs was sung in a finished manner by thechoir,under the conductorshipof Mr A. Vallis. The soloists were :

Soprano, Miss Blnney;contralto, Miss Drumni ; tenor, Mr Carolin ;bass, Mr Feil. Mrs J. Woods presided at the organ. After Mass the
orchestra played in fine 6tyle 'God pave the King.' In the eveningMiss Leonard sang au 'Aye Maria,' with violin obligato nicely
played by Mibs Htokes.
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(From an occasional correspondent),
The BluffCoronationFestival has been celebrated with success.Though only two months were given to the preparations the stalls

weresupplied with more than sufficient goods for a town of the
populationof Campbelltown. The Dominican nansare effusive in
their thanks for goods receired from their old pupils over the
country and from other coments. Conwidering that this is the
slackest time of the yearat the Purtthe sales weresatisfactoryand
not an article wan left. This i» owing to the energy of the assis-
tants, whodeserve particularcommendation. The children's come-
dietta was amost beautiful thing;bo that there were calls tor its
repetition everyevening. All who listened to it declared that it
was the best youthful performance they had soon in Southland.The performance piloted by Mr Lifeter al-<o afforded much merri-
ment and Home of the amateur actors gave promiseof dramatic
talent of which weshall hear again. The mo^t perfect order pre-
vailed. One would think tho festival au affair confined altogether
to 'superior'people rather thau a dimonetrationopen to all conitrs

Ma. Seddon leaves England for New Zealand about the endof August, but has not decidedby what routehe will travel.
At the instance of theRight Hon.R.J. Seddon, MrChamber-lain, Secretary of State for the Colonieß, has arranged to isBU«letters patent creatingKing's Counsel for New Zealand.
Patrons of the General Assembly Library are just aa absent-

minded as other folks, aa there are 710 volumes missing, one-thirdof which are works or fiction. The yearly growth of the library isset downat over 2000 volumes.
On the arrival of the troopship Orient at Wellington it wasdiscovered that one of the troopers was suffering from smallpox.

The vessel was ordered into quarantine,and the men were Bent toSomes Island. The men who werelanded atDunedinaDdLyttelton
haveabobeen quarantiued.

Acoobdino to a Westport paper, Mr P.J. o'Reganreoently
receivedacommunication from someof bis oldcoustituentiinquiring
if he would accept nomination for the Buller electorate,and pro-mising him active and enthusiastic support. Mr O'Regan replied,however, that for private reasone he could not possibly spare thetime necessary to contest so large adistrict.

The Kaiapoi people do not take very kindly to itinerantlecturers, as the young German, with the unpronounceable name
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ina port town. The wholeshow reflectedthe greatest oredit upon
the organisers, to whom the nuns are grateful for their time andlabor spent and for the genero-ityof their material contributions.The InvercargillCatholic Literary Society invited frit-nds to aliterary feast on Tuesday. About 150 attended. Mr Cormac gave
anaddress on theLand War in Ireland,and Mr Eager gave one onthe founding of the Home Rule Movement by Mr Butt. MrCormac's effort was truly a literary treat,brimful of informationput in verychoice language, andMr Eager's was full ofhumoroussituations, especially inhis descriptionof the electionof MrBlenner-haeset for Kerry, which producedmuch amusement. Each lecture
lasted anhour,and voteß of thanks wereproposedby Mr Gilfedderand the Rev.Father Lynch. Some melodies were sung by membersof Pt. Mary's choir. The audience is anxiously inquiring aa towhen the society will give another such treat. They have found
out that there areevening reunions of a class much moreelevating
instructive and more truly amusing than the whirland ekirl and
stupidity of the ordinary

'
social.'

PALMERSTON NORTH.

(Fromour owncorrespondent.)
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