
At 11 o'olock at St. Joseph's CathedralonSunday a Mast ofThanksgiving for theKing's Coronation was celebrated by theRev.Father Murphy, Adm., in the preseno* of his Lordship Bishop
Verdon. The music of the Mass (Mozart'sTwelfth) was renderedby theCathedralchuir andorchestra.

His Lordship the Bishop preached, taking his text from the
second chapter of the First Epistle of St. Paul to Timothy:'Ideaire therefore firat of all that supplications,prayers,intercessionsand thanksgivings be made for all men:for kings andall that areinhigh station, that wemay lead a quietand peaceable life, in all
piety and chastity.' A few weeks ago, said his Lordship,thepre-parations that were beingmade for the ceremonyof theCoronationof our King weresuddenly stopped, and a great sadness was feltover the whole British Empire when it beoume known thathis
Majesty was seriously ill. The oritioal condition of the Royal

A Railway in Palestine.
Palestine is usually associated with religious eventsof long

ago,and the thought of a railway through it seems more than a
trifleincongruous. Yet for ten years a train has been regularly
running from Jaffa to Jerusalem,a distanceof 86^ kilometres, or,
inBritish figures,something under 54 miles. The shriek of the
railway whistle wakes the stillness of the plains of Sharon. But
the sacred gloom of the Holy City itself is subjected to no such
indignity, for theOttoman Government decreed that the terminus
of the railwayshould be fixed at a point a mile or bo from the
walls. But to the tourist this is no disadvantage, for the approach
to the town from thestation is oneof the grandest sights in Pales,
tine. Says a recent writer: 'The station is builton the east side
of the Mountain of Evil Council. You cross this hill,and sud-
denly lies before you the (Valley of Hinom, with ithe gardens and
poolof Gihon, and on the other eide of the valley Mount Zion,
with its citadel.' It is not,however,our present purpose to dea-
caut upon the scenic beauties and the associations of Palestine.
Thesehave been more eloquently desoribed elsewhere. It is aa a
monument of patience and perseverance against Ottoman stolidity
that therailway is distinguished, andit may be regarded as typical
Of the tardiness with whioh the Eastern mind recognises the bene-
fitsof Westerncivilisation. The first project for connecting Jeru.
salem withits seaport originated about fifty years ago, when only
camelpaths existed between the two towns, and the wild parts
betweenJerusalem and the plains of Sharon were comparatively
little kDOWu. The honor of being the first to thoroughly investi-
gate andstudy the question belongs to aGerman-Americannamed
Zimpel. * But like others of similar disposition he received nore-
turn for his zeal and labors, and died almost witha brokenmind,
whileothers reaped the benefit of his exertions. In1874-1875 a
company of French engineers took up the project and selected ano-
ther route further north, on part of the oldRomanroad fromJeru-
salem toC&tarea,downwhich St. Paul wasescorted. Butnothing
cameof theproject. After twelve years more another Frenoh syn-
dicatetook the matter up and with infinite difficulty obtained a
concession from the Ottoman Government. But there are impor-
tantconditionsattached toit. The line must fall to theStateafter
ninety-nine years,and only Turkish subjects are to be employed,
with the exoeptionof theengineers, this last concession beinfe pro-
bably made because there areno Turks versed in the handling of
engine?. Andso the trainhas run daily ever since 1892.doing the
journey in three hours and fifty minutes. Ithaa begun to return a
profit to its owners,although there is goods traffic only one way,
namely, towards Jerusalem,but of courseat certain seasons of the
year the touristtraffic is very large. To the advocates of such rail-
waysas the MainTrunk line in thenorth and the OtagoCentral in
the south,we may commend a study of the difficulties attending
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theinoeptionof the Jaffa-Jerusalem line. It may teaoh them thatthere areobstacles still more difficult to surmount than theparei- _
mony of governments andthe cabals of parliaments. I

The settler referred to above seems to have been particularly
unfortunate. The location of his farm operated to his injury. In
reporting, as a Commissioner on the subject of a former complaint,
MrPoynton,a Stipendiary Magistrate, said that owing to the con-
figuration of the ground nearhis farmon the opposite side of the
railway line there appeared to be anincreased velocity of the pre-
vailing wind at aparticular place, whioh carriedsparks on to the
grass paddocks. At that time there had been no fewer than 28
Bros on the farm. But Mr Poynton found an alleviating oircum-
stance in theplea thatthere wasnodebrisleftalong theline,and that
such spark-arresting appliances as theGovernmentprovide werein
good order. He, therefore, found that Mr Wallace's misfortunes
were due to theunfortunateaspect of his land and the luxurianoe
of his orop of ryegrass. Mr Poynton did grudgingly recommend
some compensation to theunfortunate settler (with the reminder
thathehadnolegalclaimagainst theDepartment)oa the ground
that 'he had suffered so often and undergone such suspense that
some compensation mightbe given tohim,' but this was qualified
with the freezing proviso that 'it was not to be a preoedentin
other oases.' Sir Joseph Ward's idea of reconcilingpublic and pri-
vate interestslay in the recommendation that persons wholive in
close proximity to railway trains ought to take precautions to
insure themselvesagainst possibleloss from aocidentby fire, andso
preventthe Colony being asked to meet olaims of this kind. A
more logicalpositionmight havebeen expectedin Sir Joseph Ward-
The burdenis stillcastupon the unfortunatesettler, for he willbe
penalisedby premiums for his extra risk. And the Miniater'i dic-
tum carries the further unfortunate suggestion that aa insurance
oompany is a kind of benevolentsociety. But, inspiteof all the
fine-span pleas of the gentlemen who stand up for the Railway
Department, we are entirelyat onewith thosemembers who urge
that the Government should take the sameresponsibility as private
peopleinauoh oases,due provision, of course being made foi the
Blight additional'moral

' risk, as insurance experts have it,and
■houldoease at the earliest moment,not only in this but in other
departments, from saying,'DoasIsay,and not asIdo.'

The Orient Troopers.
The 'boys' who returned from South Afrioa by the Orienthavebeencompelled to undergo theunpleasantexperienceof beingrecalledinto camp and quarantined because of a case of suspected

smallpox discovered after theSouth Island men had been landed.At the time of writing the oase ia still only "suspected' to be oneof smallpox. Yet while a doubtexisted the authorities,it seems tous, oould follow noother course than to recall the men. And weobserve with pleasure that the men obeyed the summons with
general and soldier-like alacrity, recognising no doubt theirmoralobligation to the oommunity. To the uninitiated it may at first
«ght seem ridiculous to recall the menat all, seeing thathaving
turned themloose tomix with the community the damage, if any,
hadbeendone. But it is not generallyknown that smallpoxdoes
not becomecontagious until the eruption begins to appear,so thatthere was still time to arrest the evilshouldany of the troopers,unhappily,oarry in their systems the germs of the disease. In any
community a visitation of smallpox is a disaster;inNew Zealandit wouldbe a direcalamity, because of the general unpreparednesß
tomeet it. If there is one scientific fact established beyond thepossibility of a doubt, it is that vaccinationminimises almostto thepointof disappearance the severity of smallpox. Yet vaccinationhas beenpermitted to fallpraotioally into desuetude in this Colony.
Ithas been affirmed withoutcontradiction that only 17 per cent,
of the juvenile populationhavebeen vaccinated. This negleot of awise precaution has arisen from several causes, among which are(I) the immunity of the colonies fromsmallpox;(2)a well-foundedrepugnance to arm toarmvaccination;and (3) conscientiousobjeo-
tionß on thepart of a small number to thepractice.

Atleast two of these reasons are untenable. Past immunitygives no security for the future. The trade of the colonies is
rapidly spreading to the East, which is the cradle of plagues, and
any vessel whichcomes from an Asiatio port may bearamong her
passengers or merchandise the germs of disease, as lagrippe waa
brought to the Colony some years ago in drapery goods,and hasneversincebeen eradicated. Arm to arm vaccination is not only
discouraged, but absolutely forbidden by law. A vaccinator who
employs any but the pure lymph direct from the heifer is liable to
severe punishment, and, in the event of any communicable disease
arising from the practice, would be so much discreditedaB to be
professionally ruined. In the old days innumerablediseases were
oommunicatedby meansof vaccination. With pure lymph the risk
is bo small as tobe negligible. As for the stubborn few who pro-
fess to entertain conecientions objections, they are probably in-
fluenced by gruesome stories of bygone calamities, or, itmay be,
arepersonally awareof some case orcases whereinjury has arisen
Yet even for such the law makes provision, by enabling them to
escape the dreaded operation by making a declaration, which
absolves them from the obligation. The general result of the pre-
sent scare will no doubt be a general awakening to theneed for
vaccination, and the legal obligation to undergo it. A few con-
victions here and there will remindparents that they cannot defy
the law with impunity, and thepunishment which maybe inflicted
will not be resented by the public, who have to bear the risk
caused by negleot. But there will not be much boisteroushilarity
in the various quarantinecamps during the next weekor 10days.
The vaccination of an adult is not alwaysa triflingmatter. It is
not helpful to the temper, and the slightest contact with the
scarified spot produces Buch inconvenience as to cause irritation
Someof the later contingents neversmelthostile powder in thelate
war. Atleast they will now be able topoint to honorablesoars aa
souvenirs of their expedition to SouthAfrica. Let us hope that the
present scare mayhave consequences no moreserious.
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