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Fifteen years have just elapsed since the Suciety of St. Vincent,
de Paul, as at present known, was reorganised in this eity, or, to be
more exact, was re-established by hie Lerdship the Right Rev. Dr,
Grimes, This, indeed, was among the firs¢ episcopar ucts of our
revered chief pastor, The SBociely’s uniuterrupted exiatence since
that time, ite benevolent work among the suffering, destitute, and
distresved, as nated in the reports annunally placed in the handa of
the pub!i:, most undoubtedly have cheered our devoted cleray amd
impressed our parishioners, as well as ene uraged the few laithiul
laburers and timely helpers  On referring to the first annual report
we find 1t therein stated that the =ociety coammenced with 14 active
and 6§ honorary members, whilst the iumber when the report ap-
pesred wus 35 active and 9 hoporary  Why, then, this great falling
off 7 Ta the spirt of charity Jess manifi-i, are we more callous to
the wunts aud vafferings of poor humanity than we were 13 years
ago, (T iy there le-s need of such an organissting to-day 7 To the
jatier guustion the answer cannot be in the atfirmative; the need
exists to-day, and will exist, ulthongh not «0 proneunced perbaps as
in years goue by, especially during periods of depression We ear-
nestly hope our modest wants will continuz tu be sapphed, anu that
the runks of membership will not only be maintained. but increared

‘ For since kind Heaven with wealth our realm has blest,
Give it to Heaven by aiding the distrest,

With reference to the ertablichment of a Home for the Aged
Destitute, and Incurable, the movement is still being promoted.
A'rendy the nmeleus of a *und for this most laudable and necersary
unndertaking ie it Land, as the result of a concert ang sps rts belid en
1ast St. Patrick’s Day. A detailed account of the Society’s opera-
tiops for the past year is contalued in the foilowing summary ‘—

Orders iesned, 136 ; virits to families, 113 ; to hospitals. {4 the
Samaritan Home Jubiice Howe, ete, were also vikited frequently ;
gehagl and prayer-be ks and rosaries were given to children, to the
inmates of the Burnham Indostrial School, the Samaritan Tionse,
arid to hospital patients; a few families were supphed with new
clothing and boots 1o eusble children to attend «chuol ; employment
(temyw rary and permancnt) was secured for 14 men; a cumber of
hoyw snd girls were placed In situations ;) 7 chiluren woro sent ¢
s toke Indurtrial meho L, several aged nen pot douanons of warm
oot v g foneral wnd inrerment expens s were supplied ; nod a
puitable subject for the Home for Iucurables st Weltnglon was
providud with a paseage,
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1n addition to the above and not included in the balance sheet

the Very Rev. Vicar-General has assisted many deserving cases on

behalf of the Society at sn approximale cost of £15. On the recom-

mendation of the Society muny of our deserving poor people have

been enabled to share in the Mayoral distribation of voal and blan-
kets during the winter,

We would he extiemely grateful if employers requiring work-
men eommznicated their wauta tn the Bociety, as such cames are
continually before members. - .

The charity sermons on bebalf of the fnnds of the Society were
preached lant vear by the Very Rev, Vicar General and Rev, Father
Galerne, ta whnn we are much indebted, their united_e{fnrts being
the means of proveding funds for the successful carrying on of our
work throughout the year.

(Thursday, August 7, 1902.

To his Lordship the Bishop, the Very Rev, Viear-Genueral, and
the clergy of the Pro-Cathedral we return our sincere thanks for
genervus assistance and envouragement, We, likewise, thank all
whu huve in any way contubuted to otir fuuds, wardrobe, stc.

LADIES” ASSOCIATION.

Presideqt. MreaJ J, Courtney ; vice-pregident, Mrs F. MoGarvs ;
treasurer, Miss 8, Fuller ; wardrobe-keoper, Mra O'Rielly ; secretary
Mrs D. Scrimgeont.

Cases relieved in various waye, 50; visits to hospital, 20; Gor-
don strees Refuge, 50; Jubilee Home, 16 ; Samaritan Home, 6 ;
poor peeple in their own homes, 25. Goods distributed—Flannal-
ebte 160 yarde. flannel 70 yarda, print 45 yarda, 20 dresses, 15 nerr
pinafores, 9 pairs boote, 10 parc: Is baby clothing, 60 parcels women’s
and children’s clothing (old anAd new}, 18 odd pareels containing
etockings, collars, ties, ete., 3 pairs blankets, 12 yards material for
making two new dresses, 12 yards lining, 12 yards sheeting. One
child was taken to the hospital, aud from there to the Preservation
Home, Mount Magdala.

. In additiou to above, denations of varions kinda have been re-
ceived and distributed. To theswe generons hepefactors we beg to
offer cur sincerest thanks, and also to the members of the Brothers'
branch for the prompt and willing manner they attended any case
bronght under their notice. Qur thanks are also due to the Vicar-
Genersl, Very Rev, Father Le Menant des Chesnais, 8. M,

BALANCE SHEET,

RECEIPTS, EXPENDITURE,
£ g d £ e d,
To Balance from last By Drapery ... 13 3 0
year .. Balanee in hand 519 0
Donationsreceived

from eollection
on Charity Sun-
day ... .. 50 0
Amount of sub-
scriptions from
members e 120401

£10 2 0

il ’
|
i

£19 2 0

A Negation.
——— e,

Wu have often said (says the Adre Mario) that the public are
gradea ly comung to view the school gqueetion a8 Catholica do,
There are many indreations of this, Hall admiseions of our stand
are heard on all sides, and many persona who formerly denounced
the Chinreh for its opposttion to education without relizion are now
Ioud in their praise of its solicitude for the moral well-being of the
youth of the land. Such an ariicle as appeared in the Brooklyn
Liagle the other dsy would have excited general disonssion a few
yearr wpo-—-that is, if the Zagle, or any other paper, were indepen-
dent enough to publish it.  Our ' great dailies,’ as they are called,
do not v Huence public cpmoion : they simply reflect it; and the
article to which we rifer is of interest as showing how the school
que-tion 18 now viewed by inteibgent non-Catholics, We guote the
wore salient sentences :—

The truth is we are taking for prant. d a moral intelligence
which does not exict. We nre Jewnimg wpon it, depending upon it
tru-tioy to it and st is noet there, We have multitudes o,
youlls uid wrown auen and wumwn who have no more intelligent
sens. f whnt i ht and what 14 wrong thas had so many Greekt
of the time of Alcibiades. The great Roman Catholics
+huroh s unguiostwonaly right io the contention that the
whole systen [0, dlate educution] as it now exi-ts is morally a
negation. . . .

mnwetr rymploms of moral obtuserncss show thewmsclves on
eviry hund, We are foolishy surprised when we find a pang of
tounghs ap~avltic g hiwroless passongers ou a trolley line or stoning a
paselng carriage 1 when we ece 8 whole populace unmuved at any
eatremity of corruption in civie a iministration ; when we ses young
men of respectable fanilies running about the streets, and their
sieters affecting the menuoers of the Tenderloin. Why should we
be surprised ! It iy the Literal truth that they know no better,
Thix is the depressing part of it all, They have never
learned, because th: re is no provision made for teaching them,

The great company of educators and the whole American com-
munity need to bo rternly warned thut if morality cannat be apeoi-
fically taught in the public schools without admitting religions
dogwa, then religious dogma may have to be taught in them, For
righteousness is essential to a people’'s very existence. . . , We
are within measurable distance of the time when society may for
ita own gake mo on it knees to any factor which can be warrented
t> make education compatible with and inseparable from morality,
letting that factor do it on its ¢wn terme and teach therewith what-
goever it lists,

In cases of Spraing or any injury to the limbs the application of
WITCH'S OIL gives instant relief.—*,*

Merers #ames Samson and Co. have been favored with instruc-
tions from Mr Thomas Tate to sell by auction on the premises,
Patearoa, on August 14, leasehold properties, cottage, and house-
hold furniture, aiso timber, ivonmongery, carpenters’ and wheel-
wrights' tools, ete...

Parents and guardians should visit the branches of the New
Zealand (lothing Kactory. where they will get suiga for their
boys that will fiv we!l and wear well. These euits are in pavy and
Fox's serges and can be purchosed nt the moderate price of from
11s 6d...

BEATH ANLC CO.

CAAHEL STREET, CHRISTCHURCH, Fashionable Drapers,

Millinera and Costumiers,



