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THE CORONATION STONE.

>

AND ITS STORY.

IR & previous issue wo made brief reference to the Lwr Fuil or
8tone of Destiny which is placed beneath the weat of the Corenation
Chair in Westminater Abhey, and on which King Edward VII. is
to be crowned on Saturday. [t is composed of the dark, hard, cleve-
grained Syennite stone—named from Syena, in Upper Egypt, where
it abounds—and is abont thres feet amd a quarter long, two and o
half broad, and one and a half thick, It is ane of the most curigus
Listorio relics in the Britigh leles. A long line of Irish, Scottich,
and Englich monarchs have been crowned upon it. With one ex-
ception every sovereign of In laud has been erowned npon it aince
the days of Edward 11, with the sole exception of Queen Mary—
dasghter of Henry VIIL and Catherine of Arragon, And she, in
order to secnra her right of succession, had to ba crowned in hot
haste, snd without the usual formulities, for was not Lady Jane
Grey in the field, supported by numbers of dieaffected nobles? A
few further worde regarding the story of this historical objact can-
not fail to intereat our readers at the present juncture.

The Lia Fail

or Stone of Destiny is said to have been used at the coronation of
Irish Kings long before the Christian era. Steange myths eireled
round the stone. Tor inastance. it was stated that it groaned or
gavs out a sound when the lawful kinz stood apon it, bat was as
silent as the grave when the candidate for royal honers was not the
rightful king—was not in the line of enceession to the throne. In
the fur past—so the stery runneth—Feca Fioun was inangnrated
upon it king of Ireland, But the stone was mute, Whereupon
Cuchullin struck it rudely, perhaps in anger, and it is safd that
from that hour it gave forth no sound until the day when Qonn of
the Hundred Battles was crowned upon it the lawful king of Erin

The ancient story of the ‘ Baile an Seail ' in O'Curry's lectures
tella how, at sunrise one morning Conn, with hia three druids and
hin three poets, was out upnn the rayal rath or mound of Tarn, He
happened to stand npon a stone, which forthwith screamed under
hiu feet, 5o that it was heard all over Tara. Conn eskel the draid
to explain the cry and its meanirg, The druid took thres and fifty
days to reply, At the end of that peried he told Conn that it was
the Lia Fail, that its scream was o prophecy, and that the anmber
of calle given by i: indicat=] the number of langs of hia racs that
shonid reign in green Eire of the st1. vma,

The last ' fais’ or convention ot the Statos of Ireland was held
in Tara in the year 531, Soon afrerwa=ds a malediction was pro-
nounced upon the palace by St Rolanus, of Lothra, in the present
county of Tipperary. in punichment for the viclation of the Sairnt's
sanctuary by the king. The royal hill wus deserted and was soon
overgrown with grass and weeds. No subsequent Irish king resided
there, and each selected his aboie according (o the dynasty to which
he belonged. In the meantine

An Irish Colony

from Antrim had secured a good grip on a portion of westeen Becot-
land, baving battled with almost uibroken success with the Picts
there from about the year 503-306 without much aid from their kin
beyond the North Channel. At one time, however, the Pists got
the upper hand in the long-drawn strugple and drove the Irish
Dalriads out of the country. Bat the defeated invaders gathered
together a stronger force, swept aeross the narrow sea in their long
galleys under the leaderchip of lioarn. Aengus. and Fergus—the
three sons of Kre—invaded Alba once more, sabjugated the Picts,
und establiched the Scottish monarchy, Things went gaily encugh
for the new fransmarine Irith cclony until the sixth centnry waa
drawing near to its third guarter. Then Aedh (or Hugh), son of
Ainmire, came to the throne as high-king of Ircland, In 573 he
rummoned the great convention of Drumceat (in Roe Park, near
Newtown Limavaddy,in the present county of Derry)—the first
meating of the States of Ireland that had been held since the
abandonment of Tara, Oupe of the questions to be settled at the
convention was the relations hetween the Scottish colonies of Alba
and the mother-country. The Ivish monarch desired to imposs
tribute on the colony. St Colnwmecille—who was the founder of
Tona and & member of the royal race of Uleter—atteaded the cones
yention, secompanied by a nuuiber of bishops and monks, and by
his friend Aidan {(or Hugh), who was king of the colony beyond
the water. St, Columcille saw in the rxaction of tribute the pros-
pect of endless wars and bloadshed between the iwo countries, and
—wirer than the advi-ers of the Third George of England—he pre-
vailed upon the king of Ireland to abandon his claims against Alba,
thus establishing the independence of the Scotulsh colony nnd sever-
ing it permunently from the mother-country

But 5t Columcills did more than this.  According to the
common acconnt, he recured from the Kmg of Ireland the loan of
the Lia Fail to pive an added glory and teeurity to the corcnation
ot the kingsef the young colony beyond the sea, 1t waa

Brought to Scetland
by him and Hogh., A very ancient Irish quatrain ispeaks of the
stone ns follows :—

f Cineadh saor an fhine
Mun budh breag an thatadine
Mar a Mughid an Liah Fail
Dlighid flaithess do gbabhaill)

Hector Boetius condensed this into the fellowing Latin couplet i—

' Ni fallat fatum, Scoti, quocumgne locatum
Invenient lapidem hung, reghum tenchunt (hidem

Which, in English dress, runneth thug -

¢ ", Iute's dec'rees he not announced in vain,
Where'er this stone in found, the Scots shall reign,’

8o the legend ran, And thence the desira of the kinga of the Irish
colony in Scotland to be crowned upon the Lia Fail, Fergua seema
to have been the first crowned upon it on Scottish roil. The hare
rowers forgot to return the great Lrish heirloom, and it remained
at their royal residence at Dunstaffnage, in north-west Argyle, till
about tha year 850, when Kenneth MacAipine swooped npon and
finally corgnered the Picts and became the frat king of all Scot-
land. Then theStone of Nestiny was removed to the mopnastary of
Hoone, in Perthehire till tha year 1296, when Elward I, King of
lingland, carred it away and deposited it

Tn Westminster Abbey,

whera it is Lo be seen to thisday. Haveriy and others quite disagres
with the apinian of Dr. Petrie that the Lia Fail is the prement piilar
stone which stands over the ‘ Groppies’ Grave' on one of the great
raths or mounds of Tara; anl it seems clearly established that this
carions relic of ancient irish political life was transferred to Soot-
land and thence to Westminster Abbey.

The old prophecy has been fulfilled in s corions way, for, says
Haverty, it is remarkablo that the present reigning family of Eng-
land owes its right to the throne to its desoent, through the Stnart
famllgf. from those Irish Dalriads.’ In 1314, after Robert Bruoe
and his gallant 30,000 men had igflicted such a decisive defeat on
the British arms, a peate followed and a demaud was mada for
restitution of the regalin of Scotland. But the Londonera wonld
not give np the stone, Thoy knew the old prophecy, and exclaimed:
‘ We will fight for the stonme ; the safety of our kingdom depends
upon it."  And o the Uin Fail remained in Westminster,

The Late Archbishop Croke,

[CONTRIRUTED,]

TELEGRAMS from London, of date 22nd July, announced the demins
of the gifted and patriotic Archbizhop of Cashel and Emly. Earlier
intelligence told that the illostrious prelate was dangerously ill,
and that the Pope had sent bim his blessing, Evidently the end
was approaching—the end of a truly great chawmpion of creed and
country. The Catholic: of his day in Auckland will never forget
his Istters on Masonry and Orangeism, and the conaternation they
caused in these two hotbeds of bigotry, Tlis preaching, too, in old
Bt Patiick's attracted universal aftention, All denominations
thronged to the Cathedral to hear his brilliant discourses. Usunally
there were crowds arcund ths door and alougsile the windows
outside, the capacity of the church being quite unegual to the
dewand on guch ogccasions. One had to go an hour before the Ap-
pointed Lime in order to find sitbing or even standing room, This
went on for three yeers, when, to Auckland’s great Ioss, Dr. Croke
left the shores of New Zenland, This, however, wae Ireland's gain,
His letters on the Home Rnle guestion, his brilliant epeeches
throughout his Archdiocese in support of the National canse,
attracted profound attention and gave the movement an impetas
and nerve that bore it on to the very brink of complete triumph,
Useless to recount the sal eause of temporary failure. Snffice it to
say that Dz, Croke, the patriotic prelate, did his part nobly and
fearleesly. When yet Home Rale will be granted, his honored name
will be mentioned with reverence and respect. As his sage adrvice
and his generous purse wers alwaya at the service of his country, so
the epirit of patriotizin and generosity he infused will not fail until
victory shall crown the Heze Kuls movement and make Q1d Ires
laud a nation once ag in.

No prelate was better known in ecclesinstical circles,
There was no National movement but felt the wupport of
Bbis voice and purse and pen. Anrd the diocese of Auckland, hia firat
See, he never ceased to help, as his successors have thankfully
ncknowledged,

The following brief biography of the deceased prolate will be
inter~sting to the readers of the TaBLET. It is taken from the late
Dr. Coraerford’s * History of the Diccese of Kildare and Leighlin’ :
i Pr, Croke was Pro*ewor of Humanities at Carlow College in 1847,
and left, early in 1848, for the Irish College in Paris, having baen
appointed Professor of Dogmatic Theelogy in that iestitution, His
Grace is a native of County Cork, having been born near Mallow,
May 1%, 1824, e entered the Irish College, Paris, in 1839, whenoe
he removed, in 18435, to become Professor of Rhetoric and the Mathe-
matios in the College Episcope de Merien, near Courtrai in Belginm.
In November, 1815, he procesded to the Irich College, Rome, took
his degree of D, D, in the Roman College, and was ordatned prieat on
the 28th May, 1847, On relinguishing his professership at Paris,
Dr. Crolee returned to Ireland, where he served on the mission for
about six years, He was afterwards president of the newly-estah-
lished College of St Colman, Fermoy, in which position he con-
tinned for the succeeding eight years, at the termination of which
he received the appointment of P.P. of Doneraile. Four yeard later
Le was charen by the Iloly See as Bishop of Auckland, New Zealand,
and was consecrated on the 10th Tuly, 1870, in the Church of St,
Agatha, Rome, by his Eminence Cardinal Cullen, assisted by Dr.
Murpby, Bishop of Hobartown, and Dr, Quing, Bishop of Brisbane,
In Tune, 1875, Dr, Croke was appointed Archbishop of Cashel, in
snceceseion to the Most Rev, Dr, Leahy!

Bhould you be afflicted with ohilblains, WITCH'S QII will
givo you immediate relief., A certain cure—**

For Chilblains there is positive lyno remedy to approach Evan's
WITCH'S OIL—an absolutely certain eure,—* *

Hancock’s “ BISMARK"” LAGER BEER.
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