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NOTES FROM THE HOUSE.

>

PROCEEDINGS IN PARLIAMENT.

THE queetion of damages to property through sparks from railway
engines came up for discuasion on Tuesday on a report from the
Railways Comnmittee. The Acting-Premier said that everybody
sympathised with the settlers who had pufferrd low from this
onuee, but the difficulty was to discriminnte between fires started
by spurks from railway engines and fires arisng from other causes,
His idea was that settlers living near the railway lines whose hold-
ings were snbject to fire shoula ipsnre themeelves agaivst nosaible
loas in that way. However, the Government wonld again po into
the report of the Commission which had some time ago 1ngaired inio
the subjcot, apd the Cabinet’s proposals would appusr on the Sup-
plementary Estimates.

Later on the Eatimates were again coneidered, and when the
item for passage for members was being considered a shary dis-
cussion arose on the constitution of the Legislative Council, the
majority of speakers expresping themselves in faver of ¢ reform of
the Upper House.

When the vote for the Agent-General's department was under
review S8ir Willham Ruassell said that Mr Reever wae a most capable
Agent-Genersl, but it was wrong that a high official like the
Agent-General should have held office from year to year, and thas
been dependent on the goodwill of the Government, being liable to
be ramoved at any time if he displeased the Government,

8ir J. . Ward replied that the arrangement was that six
months' notice of removal wae required on either pide, He Lelieved
that the arrangement was satisfactory to Mr Recves, and it had
worked very well.

- The vote for the Printing and Stationery Department, £35,37,
was challenged by Mr Pirani who complained that this d« partinent
was growing at such an extravaganot rate that it was positively be-
coming 8 menace to the Btate. Economy conld be practisel by
allowing a proportion of the work to be tendered fur by private
firms. The machinery and plant were out of date, and the Govern-
ment seemed 1o be afraid to get the lateat appliances for fear of the
labor unions,

The Hon. Mr Hall-Jones: said the machinery of the Govern-
ment Printing Office was np to date in most respecta, To obtain
eight linotypens for the office would cost £6000, and he could not see
his way to ask the House to vote that amount at present. lLinotypes
had thrown out of work a large number of men, who were too old
to find other employment, and that fast sctuated him 1n uot
desiring to get the machines, But they were bound to come
eventually,

The consideration of the various votes in connection with the
Colonial Becretary’'s department war continued during the night,
and it was nins o'clock on Wednesday morning when the House
rose. Beveral of the items were challenzed but no reduction was
effected in any of them.

On Wednesday afternoon the adjsurned debate on the Loan
Bill was resumed, The opinion of the majericy of the speakers was
that it was not undesirable to borrow money for public works pro-
viding it was properly spent,

The Loan Bill was again discussed on Thuralay and Friday, and
the Acting-Promier in replying to the critivisms of the various
speakers said that every member who bad spoken had rupported the
loan, Some bad gualificd their support by atating that they were
prepared to vote for & reduced amount, but not one of these gave a
pingle instance in which n reduction cvuld be made, and he there-
fore had to take it that they were hoping and praying that the
Government would be able to carry through the whole of the loan
in the interasts of themaelves and their constituents and the Colony
generally, Would hon, members believe, he asked, that the value
of works and requirements asked for by members for their own
districte was four times the amount of the proposed loan, and yet
they bad found fault with the borrowing proposals of the Govern-
mant.

The measure was read a second time by 52 votes to 6, and waa
then considered in committee,

LOBBY GOSSIP AND NEWS,

The exports from New Zealand to South Africa for the year
ended March 31, 1902, were valuel at £750.415, Of this amount
oats represented £6106,316 One-third in value of the exporta was
sent from Invercargill, Lyttelton coming next with £217,034, and
Timarn third with £101,802,

Borrowers from the Advances to Settlers Department paid for
fire insurance last year nearly #£25,000, The total losses on such
properties during the same period were £16,000,

Rotorua is evidently growing in pepularity.
1897 were £717, and last year £1535.

Agoordinge to the Mines Statement, the production of gold and
gilver and also of coal and lignite in 1901 was considerably in excess
of that of the previous year, whilst the output of kauri gum and
misgellaneous minerals showed a falling off, The grose value of the
mineral produactions, including kauri gum, for 1901, however, show
an inecresse of over £250,000 as compared with thoee of the year
19090, and doubtless the increase would have been greater still but
for the fuct that the phenomenaily high state of some of the rivers
interfered with gold dredging operations during a considerable por-
tion of the year. The total production of gold and smilver was
1,026, 69502, valued at £1,819,041. and showy an crea-e in value of
£344,560, as compared with the productron of the preceding year.
The output of other minerals, including coal ana lignite, had been

The bath fees in

1,248,464 tons, representing a value of £1,136,842, or 121 680 tons in
excess of the previous year, Kauri gum to the amount of 7541
tons, valued at £456 114, was obtained.

The number of coal mines in the Colony which were worked
last year was 149, piving employment to 2754 persons, Many of
the mines are very small, and are worked for purely local demands,
whilst quite a number on private lands are worked for the require-
ments of the owners only.

According to the Mines Statement, the shale works at Orepuki
bave pow got into full workwg order, and oils of varions grades,
adapted for both Yurping and lubricating purposes. as well as other
products obtuinable from th® distiilutes of shale, bave been pro-
duced, Doubtlers it will take a little tiwe to fud 4 market for the
ent're production of the wuorks, bt 10 53 to be noped Lhav che euter-
prise of tho company will be rewarded in the near fuLure.

Mr Laurenson stated 1n the Hru<e on Wednesday tnat of 19,000
children in the Colony only 4000 had beea vaccinated. Fifteen
thousand bad not beea vaecinated, and yet thers had not besn a
gingle prosecution except in Lyctelton,

Obituary.
&
MB MICHAEL KITTS0ON, CHARLEITON,

General regret wae felt in Charleston when the sad news be.
came known that Mr Michael Kittson, one of the publishers of the
lo:ml #erald, had passel away on July 15 at the early age of 21
years. The deceased was the sccond son of the late Mr Patrick Kitt-
pon, and when death laid its icy hand on the bread-winner of the
family ten years ago, he. in conjunction with his brother, assumed
control of the paper. The deceased was a bright yonng man and
extremely popular with all classes. Frior to his death he was
attended by the Rev. Father Haire, who administered the last rites
of the Church. The funeral took place on July 19, and was one of
ths laigest vver seen in Cbarleston, friends having come from all
parts of the Baller disirict to pay the last tribute of respect to the
deceased. The Biv, Father Haire officiated at the church and also
at the graveside. Mrs Kitteon and family have the sincere sympathy
of a large number of friends in their bereavem-nt.—R 7P,

British Ambassadors.

&
-

ONLY a short time ago (says the Tond.n Zublet) the late Sir Wil-
liam White could olaim, at Conef wutinople, to bs the first Catholic
Ambassador sent abrond by England rince the Reformation, Now
we have Sir Nicholse O'Connor, 8ir Francis Plunkett, Siz Henry
Howard,and te add to that illustrious list another addition has now
to be made, the King having this week appmnted Bir Martin Gos-
gelin, K.C.M.G,, to be his Majerty's Envoy Extraordinary and Minis-
ter Plenipotentiary at Lisbon  Bir Martin, who is not yet 50 years
of age, and 18 married to a daughter of the late Lord Gerard, had,
ag it happens, hia first experiences in diplomacy at the Portuguese
¢ipital ; and he had served far afield in Varie, Petersburg, Paris,
Berlin, and Madrid, when he was brought home and appointed per-
mauent Under Secretary for loreign Affairs. The Foreign uifice,
with the best of intentions, had fallen into strange blunders from
the abgence of just such a man ae Sir Martin, who, when a question
came up, could apeak with personal experience cof the cities, the
men, the manners, whote case was in question, His place will be
difficult to f11; but in the great oater ephere mow found for him,
he will ensily render services that will compensate the Government
for the loss they sustained in London.

The appropriateness of sending a Catholic $o the Court of Lis-
boun does mot need a word of exposition ; and yet it is safe to say
that this consideration did not determine the appointment. The
Catholic Ambassadors have been chosen for the personal gualifica-
tions which distinguished them above their fellows of all creeds,
and the nation gets thrown into the bargain the uncovenanted ad-
vantages in Lishon, in Vieans, and even in Constantinople, of &
diplomat with a religion that is either professed, or at least under-
stood and recognised, in those capitals, A Catholioc ie of necessity
pomrthing of a cosmopolitan ; and that is what a great ambassador
must nesda be, Moreover, his profession of the Catholic faith
vouches for him, and he need not fussily intrude his sentiments
when and where they are irrelevant thinge, essentially impertinent,
Disraeli, who knew moet things, expressed something of this when
he bluntly eaid : ¢ A diplomatist is, afier all, an abstraction, Thers
is a want of nationality about his being, 1 always look upon diplo-
matists s the Hebrews of politics, without conutry, political creed,
popular convictiens,” Poesibly some of cur conntrymen-—the pre-
Liminary grunblers have, in fact, already been heard—may grudge
to Catholice (or, a3 they would say, Jesuits) their large representa-
tion, though a purely accidental one, in a field from which for cen-
turies they have been moet unrighteously excluded, To some of
these we may offer for use ar a consoling gibe yet another definition
of ambassadors as ‘the men who lie abroad for their country's
good.’

If Cyclinta or Foothallers meet with accidents, they will find
that Evan’s WITCH'S OIL is infullible—*.*

The Rev. T. T. O’3ullivan, who was recently vransferred from
Gordon to Bacchus Marsh, was entertained at a banguet ap Qrmend
and presented with a purse of sovireigns and wnalluminated ad-
des<fr e i Y oune M ooty AL Gurdin Father
O'Sullisan was preseniog with o pus-e of soversigon and an address
on behalt of tue parghioners, Tle was also entertained af a ban-
guet. .
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