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pvwerful, mysterious motive—just to
ipe his beak, which he could very
ell have wiped on any branch or
barnrail or fence, and saved himself
that tremendous labor.

‘This was an extreme instance of
the effect of habil on a  wild
animal. Doubtless this bird had been
acoustomed, after devouring his finst)
mouse, to fly to the vane, where he
could rest for u few minutes, taking
i general ~iew of the place, and
wipe his heak at  the same time ,
and tha habit had hecowne so strong
that he could not forego his  visit
oven ;1 a0 LemDestrouy an evening.

Animal Imitativeness.

~ e —

One of the most curious traits to
be found in Lhe animal nature, said
an observant citizen, is that which
grnows out of the unconscious imite-
tiveness of creatures of the lower
order, I have observed many in-
stances of where the creatures of a
lower order have taken on the char
acteristics in some noticeable degrec
of members of the human family.
One might know, for instance, the
beggar's dog from the look of the
dog, from the droop of the eye, the
pathetic hang of the hp, and a cer-
tain general air of despondency and
hopelessness which seems to speak in
tha very nature of the animal. I
mention the beggar's dog because it
is a familiar example. The beggar's
dog never looks cheerful, neven
smiles, never frolics, but sunply sity
by his master and broods and hegs
for whatever charity may give, I
have seen the dog character moulded
under happier influences, and  the
dog become more eheerful ifo wans
a lighthearted, frec-and-vasy sort of
creature, and seecmed to el SOt~
thirg of the sunmer <ide o things
1 am almost tempted 1o say that of
you will show e o man's _(Lng 1
will tell you what manuer of  man
the owner 1~, with partiwcular refer-
enco to temperainent and s moods
Tha melancholy man, the man  who
gronels mentally wlong the gloomer
grooves, the pessinstic man who s
alwais looking at the dark side  of
itho picture, all the men who coma
witlun dhese unhappy classificationd
rarely own a cheerful dog  The dog
unconsciously takes to the wais of
1ha master, and i his moods  1me-
tates Lhe master’s way of thinking
But turn to the dop of the jolly,
cheerful fellow., Watch hun show lus
teeth an lauwshter when the  paaster
approached He v darting faiues
the »ard and dancing and frisking
at the master's feet i the hajtoest
Wiy amaginable, amd he s g Lo ol
hmds of pranhs and does all Lods of
Little thimgs to udicate  1tne pood
natura that s 1 him 1 sloes as
his master does, and seems to take
ithe same gencral view of Lfe Thesy
ara small Lhings, hut they show just
how 1mmportant one's way of think-
mg may  adlnence one's doz and
changn his whoels view of hife.

How Cowslip Saved
Him.,
————

Tn {he Highlands of Scotlund 1t
a hidly custom to give names o
the cows us well as other ammals.
A Scoteh lad had three to core for,
and all three had names.  Tho red
cow was Cowshp, the dun was  Dell,
and the bhlack was Meadow Sweels
The cows knew their names ke Lhren
children, and would eome  when
callod, Ono dayv (the boy tells us)
I was not with them, but had been
g1ven o holiday and gone up on the
side of the hill. T climbed until I
wag 50 high that I got dazed, and
lost my footing upon the rochs, and
came  tumbling down and snapped
my ankle, so I could not move. I
wusg very lonesome there, It seemned
to mo thet U was hours that I lay

there, hitching along among the
bracken. T thought how night would
come and nobody would khow where
1 was. I could nol move for tha
anguish of my foot. 1t was no use
to call, for there wus naught in
aight, save the crows skirting, sgainst
Lhe sky. My heart was fit 10 break,
for I was but a lad, and mother
looked to me for bread. 1 thought
I would never see home again. Af-
ter a  while I spicd o cow beneath,
grazing on a shp of turf just  be-
tween a rift and the hills. She was
i good loeng wav helow, but. 1 knew
hon. It was Cowshp ! I shouted as
loud as I could: * Cowslip, Cow-
slip.” When she heard her name she
left off grazing and listened. ¥
called again and apgain, What did
she do? She just came toiling up
and up—till she reached ime. Those
hill cattle are rare climbers. She
made a great ado over me, licked
me with her rough, warm tongue,
and was as pleased and as pitiful as
though I were her own. Then lika
o Christian she set up o moan and
noaned—so  long, and so loud that
they heard her in the vale below,
To hear a cow monning like that
they knew that she was in troublo.
So they came g searching and seek-
mg. They could ses her red and
whito body, though they could not
%80 me. So they found me, ahd jd
wusg Cowslip saved my life.

Eggs Scarce.
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The eggs of some common birds
of the present day huave never beer,
found. There is the robin snipe, ita
eges have nover been seen  An Eng-

bish roologist kept o man BEOINE up
and down the coast of Labrador fon

Wetehs purposely to gel o robin
stipe’s egg Tat ot Wwas an van Phe
bird is known by thousands  of
people. but ot hreeds so for north

aml S0 remote §romn AN Ctvilisation
that no scientitie observer can evey
el Lo 1ty nest ere tho loung  are
hatched  and  have token 1o wing
‘The frigate bird, that 1~ 0 conunoti-
v seen at sea on the TPacilic und off
tha  Wesl Indies, 18 such o solitary
bird, and is s0  seldom in tls nesy
during the hoursy of dayheght, that
IS egg 1s rare 1t seems strange,
bul, the eggs of so  well Lnown  w
hird  as  thae sandpiper have never
bheen found, and are almost Price-
lews,

e ————aa—

Interesting Facts.
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A pound of phosphorns heads
1,000,000 muatches.

A completo set of new stamps hag
been ordered for the Orange Huiver
Colony.

I has heen observed in the hospi-
tals that nails on amputated fimgers
continug to grow.

The longest speech 1 Lhe Euglish
Tarhament was wmado by Mr. Qlud-
stone when mtrodneing the Dudgeu
n 1853 1lle spoke for 51 houra.

The whole of the celehrated for-
ests of Vallombrosa, in Italy, wera
lanted by the patient and  indus-
trious monks of St. Benedict during
the middle ages.

China, has decided to estublish  w
aeneral post oflice and to turn over
1ho admimstration of 1t to tho
marine customs service under Sir
Itohert iTart

It §¢ sard that the flint which
forms the substratum of London is
nothing but petrified sponges An
éxamination of the fossil sponge or
flint shows ils structure.

A comparison has been drawn in
Norway as te the profit of the fish-
eries an the sea and in the rivers,
which  shows that the former are
three times as remunerative as tha
latier,

The  alligator never leates fresh
water, while the enocodile often goes|
to sen, and in the West Indies has

sometimes been found many miley
from land, heading directly for an
island, possibly out of sight.

Captain Perry speaks of the great
distances  thal sounds can be heard
during intense cold. We often, ha
savs, in the Arctic regions heard
people converse in o COMMONn voico
at the distance of a mile,

Bolivia  produces one-twelith of
the world's Lin, and is rich in coppen
and placer gold, wvet it has only
200 miles of railroad for its 500,000
sguiire  aniles of territory. The nl-
maost entire lack of transportation

facilities has kept back its develop-
ment,,

YOUR ATTENTION is directed io
the following SPRCIAL and USE-
FUL WORKS just added te our
Library :—The forming a practical,
reliable, amd comprehensive manual
—easily consulted and readily under-
stoad--of the structure and cOmMposi-
tion of the human body : the natural
causes and treatment of the diseasq
Lo which it is subject ; its mainten-
ance in health and strength ; and
the prolongation of life, with speciaj
direction respecting the various ails
ments and disorders of childhood
and womanhood. Edited by George
Dlack, M.B., Edinburgh, and appro-
priately illustrated. The Amateur
Carpenter and Builder--a complete
guide in every description of coms
struction and decomative work. A
self<aid cyclepedia, for self-taught|
students, with 752 illustrations angd
diagrams, comprising—HElementany
Carpentry and Joinery, Ornamental
Carpentry and Construction, Genera)
Building Art and Practice, the Un-
rivalled Atlas of Modern Geography,
for rchools and families, containing
40 maps with index to 22,000
uames contamed in the atlas, Each
of the uwhove is QGIVEN AWAY
with 100 BOOK  QIFT TEA. Ba
sute and onder them from Your ¢ro-
cer.  Agents i every Town*ss

Morrow. Bassett and Co. have boem
appointed sole agents in New Zee-
land for the Cochshutt Plough Com-
pany’s famous * Excelsior * .arm ime
plements, Champions all over the
globe.  Send for catalogue,——%r#
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OHNSTONE & HASLETT
L] CHEMISTS AND OPTICIANS,
(Licentiates of the Pharmacentical Sooiety
of Ireland),
MANSE STREET, DUNEDIN.

We have landing & COMPLETE STOCK
of SPECTACLES in all the Later Varictica—
Bolid Gold, Gold Filled, Nickel, and Stee).

Mr Haslett (Fellow in Optics, Illinois
College) bes had 20 years' experience in
Auckland in the manufacture and ftting of
Spectacles, and has a thorough knowledge
of this branch of the firm's business,

Orders sent by poat will have our imme-
diate and careful attention,

JOHNSTONE & HASLETT,
Manse Street, Dunedin,

NOTICE TO HOUSEHOLDERS,

THE

WES’I‘PORT CO0AL (0., LTD.

Hereby Notify Houeeholders and Other
that they are now keeping in
stock a large quantity
of
UNSCREENED COALBROQEDALE
COAL,
Which con be obtained from all
Coal Merchants at
35/ PER TON DELIVERED,

This Cral can be bighly recommendsn to
those desirious of obtaining & good honse.
hold onal at & low rate,



