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'
LEO XIII., P.M.TRANSLATION.— Fortified by the Apostolic Blessing, let the Directors and Writers of the New Zealand Tabletcontinue to promote the cause of Religion and Justice by the ways of Truth and Peace.

APril 4, 1900- LEO XIII,Pope

Current Topics anointing sovereigns to their office, and this custom has beenretained to the present day,and, as has been alreadyshown
in our columns, has evenbeen practised at thecoronationser-
vice of English sovereigns to the present time.

KingEdward's Crown.
The English royal crown is a slow and gradual evolutionfrom the Anglo-Saxon fillet of gold set with pearls. The firstNorman king woic a crown from the band of which thererosefour trefoils. The idea has been graduolly elaborated till itfound its highest development in the tall 'and costly crownstudded with gems, surmounted by a cross and set over acap of ermine, made for the coronation of the late Oueen Vic-toria. It was valued at £113,000. The present King, how-ever,has reverted to the plainer and less ornate Tudor crown

The Coronation.
It seems to be in the nature of things that rulers should

have some emblem of authority, that this should be placed
upon thehead or brain-box, which is the seat of intellect and
will-power,and that the assumption of power should be accom-
panied by public ceremonies of a more or le^s t)picalorappro-
priate kind Fillets crowns, feitheis, more or lesi intricate
tattooing (as in the case ol the INLioris), and the gorgeous or
barbaric architectural hcnd-adoinmenls ol South Sea Island
and Siamese loyaltas,are all separate conceptions ot what
constitutes a suitable emblem of the rights and duties of king-
ship. Among civilised peoplesa simple fillet or band was the
earliest symbol of rule. Like the chest of Auburn
it contriveda double debt to pay

—
to point out the bearer of

thekingly office and to confine the straying locksof his hair at
a time when it was the fashion to leave it to grow like the locks
of Absolom. The next advance upon the plain linenor wool-
len band was a fillet ot gold. Such was' the shape of the
crown worn by Alexander the Great— the first Greek who
bore this symbol of royal rank. The Jewish kings, at least of
later times, wore golden crowns. One of them, Joas, was
crowned in the temple by Joiada in the days when the cruel
Athalia reigned in the land. And David had the crown taken
from the defeated Rabbah and placed onhis own head, just as
in a later day the Irish king'Malachi wore the collar of gold
whichhe won from the proud invader' The crown or head-
dress of the high-priest consisted of a linenband adornedwith
aplate of gold upon the part which surmounted the forehead
of the wearer.

In the historic times of the Roman Republic military deco-
rations took the form, not of mtdalb,but of crownsof a more
or less perishablenature. There was a golden crown for the
soldier who first scaled the walls of a besieged city held by the
enemy,and other crowns for those v\ho first crossed an en-
trenchment, for the naval officer who won a notable victory at
sea,and for themilitary leader who delivered a Roman garri-
son from blockade by an enemy. When the Republic gave
way to the Empire, the rulers at first used a plain band of gold
as an emblem of their sUte and dignit\. Thi-, underwentvarious modifications until it attained its utmost degree of
complication and exaggerated significance in the radiated
crown

—
a sort of golden auieole which indicated that the

wearerclaimeddivine honors
—

Apfinmes the god.
Affects tonod,
Andeeerns to fahake the spheres.

Other Crowns.
1 he most remarkable crown in Europeat the present timeis the historic Iron Crown of Lombardy (Italy). It is pre-served in the treasury of ths famous old fourteenth-centuryChurch of Monza, and consists of a handsome gold diademwithin which is a ribbon of iron, which is said to havebeenforged from a nail of the cross on which the Saviour of theworld hung on Calvary. It was used at the coronation ofCharlemagne and many of his successors. It was also withthis notable relic of the far-past day that Napoleon I wascrowned King of Italyat Milan in ISOS.

The Pope,says Alzog, 'wears a triple crown to symbolisethe Church militant, the Church suffering, and the Churchtriumphant.' The use of a crown by the Popes is probably asancient as the temporal power itself. 'The whole history ofthe Papal tiara, or triple-crown,' says another writer ' is uncertain. Nicholas I.(858-867) is said by some to have beenthe first to unite the princely crown with the mitre, though theBollandists think that this was done beforehis time. Thecommon statement that Boniface VIII. (about 1300) added thesecond crown is false, for Hefele shows that Innocent 111 isrepresentedwearing a second crown in a paintingolder thanthe time of Boniface. Urban V. (1362-1370) is supposed tohave added the thud crown. The tiara is placedon the Pope'shead,at his coronation, by the second Cardinal-deacon in theloggia of St. Peter's, with the words: '
Receive the tiaraadorned with threecrowns, and know that thouart Father ofprinces and kings, Ruler of the World, Vicar of ourSaviourJesus Christ.' At ceremonies of a purely spiritualcharacterthe Pope wears the mitre, not the tiara.

The Anointing Ceremony.'Theodosius,'says an authority before us, 'was the first
Christian emperor to receive the blessingof the Church.' This
was in the fourth century. The Gothic king- Wamba was
anointed with holy oil at Toledo,in Spain, in the year 672.Fleury, writing of this incident, says: 'This is the first
example that I find of the unction of kings.' The Catholic
Church adopted from the Jewish the ancient ceremony of

Other RoyalTitles.
The title « Defender of the Faith'—to which reference ismade elsewhere in this issue— is not the only one which thePopes have conferredupon Christian monarchsas a rewardforservices renderedto the cause of religion. France, forinstancewas longknown in the heyday of her religiousenthusiasm andzeal as the ( eldest daughter of the Church,' and it was conso-nant with the fitness of things that her king- shouldbest\ledby the Pope the 'Most Christian King'

and 'the Eldest Sonof the Church.' The Spanish monarch was known as 'theMost Catholic King'; the former Portuguese Emperors of

you XXX.— No 32

THIRTIETH YEAR OF PUBLICATION.

THE NEW ZEALAND

TABLET

Hancock's "BISMA3£ P LAGER BEER, "SsT^g


