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Almosteverycalamity of thekind produoesitsheroes. Letit be a
■hipwreok— some will be found plunging into the waves to rescue
their fellow-creatures. Let it bea mineaccident

—
eager volunteersare ready to plunge into mepb.itic darkness to snatch their com-

rades from death. These heroes may win no crosses. As in this
case, they die in the attempt tosave life. But, to adoptTennyson's
line—' When shall their glory fade ?

'
AlasIindustrial history is

too full of deeds snoh as those whioh have adorned the Mount
Kembla disaster,,andranked it amongst the incidents that redeem
human nature from the imputation of selfishness. The divine
instinct of lovefor others is not yet extinot. And if there were
aVictoria Orosß (as there should be) for bravery in such oases as
that of MountKembla, themen who daredanddied,as wellas the
men whodaredand livedshould be fittingly honored.

The Bank of New Zealand.
The declaration of a dividend of 5 per cent, by the Bank of

New Zealand may be accepted as proof of the soundness of the
arrangement under which the Colony Btepped in to the aid of the
bank someyears ago. Severecritics may demur to thepayment of
adividend while therestill existsa liability intheshapeof uncalled
capital,butthedirectorsarequitewilling toaccepttheresponsibility
of deoiding that thepositionis such as to warrant the course. Au
analysis of the figuresin thebalance sheet justifies the action,andit
has tobe borne in mind that the shareholders were deservingof
someconsideration. A great manypeople haveconsideredthat the
shareholders have not received the consideration they deserved,
because there can be no doubt that the fall in the value at the
shares ruinedsome whose livelihooddependedon thedividend. An
indication was given ac the annual meeting on Friday last that
Parliament will be asked to renew in some form thearrangement
that exists between the Government and the Bank whereby the
State guarantees the deficiency that will have tobe provided for
between the amount secured by the Assets Realisation Board's
debentures and the amount which the realisationof theboard's
properties willproduce. These debenturesmaturein 1904, and the
unpaidcapital of thebankis held in reserve for theirredemption
butMr William Watson, the former presidentof theBank andnow
oneof its directors, estimated at theannual meeting thatin seven
years' time, if the existing arrangement with theGovernment iscontinued, theinstitution will be able out of itBurplusprofits to
provide for the deficiency that will accrue, and that then theBank
willbe practically free,

DIOCESE OF DUNEDIN.

Medical Practitioners' Fees.

Notes
In theHouse on July 15. the member for Masterton raised a

questionof vitalinterest to Bottlers remote fromtowns. He asked
whether the Governmentproposed to introducelegislation for regu-
lating the fees andchargesof medioalpraotitionerssothat country
residents requiringmedicalaid might be protected. Insupport of
his contention that thematter was onerequiring serious attention,
MrHoggstatedthat in his own district a large number of deaths
ooourred through the reluctanoeof those requiring aid to ran the
risk of the heavy charges occasionally imposed by medical men.
Andhe certainly scoredapoint when he pointed out that the set-
tlers wereoftencompelled by the conditions of their tenure to re-
sideon the landbefore a track oraroadhad been made toit. That
being so, it wasonly reasonable that medioal men shouldexaot a
considerable fee for visits. He therefore contended that there
ought tobe a mileage rate and a maximum fee. He furtherpoin-
ted out that the Government provided medioal attendance for
inmatesof gaols and lunatic asylums, and for theanimals of set
tiers provided veterinary surgeons, while their wives and families
wereunable toprocure medical attendance without incurring the
risk of rninonscharges. That there was something in Mr Hogg'
contention wasevident fromthe Acting-Premier's reply. Sir J.G
Ward stated that the Medioal Association were approaching the
Government with the view of having an assessor appointed in
order to tax accounts, and to insure the profession against what
might be termed the undesirable members of it levying excessive
charges on the people. The method mentioned by the iActing

-
Premierseems themost reasonablesolutionof thedifficulty, whioh,
however,only touches the fringeof thelargequestion,whether it is
not the duty of the State to provide medical attendanceandmcdi
oine for all whoneed themand areunable topay,charging the coßt
to the consolidated revenue. There is,of course, theobjection that
such a provision would effectuallydestroy the last shred of self-
reliance in the public, and would open the door toa system of
frivolous calls upon a medioal man, who might ride miles ona
winternight to findhis allegedpatientrecovered by the judiciou
administrationof a peppermintlozenge. And we must not forget
thatmany countrymedicalmenlive a lifeof hardshipand exposure
witha miserably poor reward. The whole subject is beset with
more than theusual difficultieswhich surround questionsaffecting
the obligation of the State to the individual,but itmay be par-
tially settled by the method suggested recently inDunedin, that
medical bureaux shouldbe establishedto give advice gratis toal
whorequire it. On next Sunday at 11 o'clock a Mass of Thanksgivingwillbe celebrated in St.Josephs Cathedralin connection with theKing's Coronation.

The euchre tournament which took place at SouthDunedin onMonday eveningbetweenrepresentatives of St.Joseph's Men'sClubandSt.Patriok'sLiteraryand Social Instituteresultedin a win forthelatterby 36 points.
OnSunday there waß Expositionof theBlessed Sacrament atSt. Joseph'sCathedral from last Masß until Vespera. Largenum-bers were present for adoration during the day. In the eveningthere was a procession in which the children of the ChristianBrothers'and theConvent schools,and the members of the SacredHeartSociety (men's branch) took part.
A pleasant ceremony took placein the office of the registrar ofbirths, deaths,andmarriages, on Friday afternoon, when Mr W. J.Hall was presented witn a purse of sovereigns in recognitionof the tact and ability with whioh he discharged the duties ofregistrar for a number of years. The presentation was made bythe Hon. H. Gourley, who eulogised Mr Hall's services, and ex-pressed regret at his retirement. Hehad always found Mr Hallcourteous, kind, attentive to his duties, and ever ready to considerthe convenience of the public. Mr Hall, in replying, said it wasmost gratifying to him that his efforts todischarge his dutiesfor aperiodof over 26 years had met with public approval. Wordsfailedhim toexpresshis feelings for this mark of appreciation,andallhe could say was that he wag proud to close his official careerwith euch an assurance of their high esteem. He heartily andsincerely thanked them for their handsome present. Mr Hall'ssuccessor and the deputy-registrar also spoke,both of them payingawell-meritedmeed ofpraise to MrHallforhis unfailing courtesy

and attentiontoduty.

A listof winning numbers in theBeeftonCatholic Art Union
appearß elsewherein this issue...

OnSaturday, August 9, certain alterationsin andadditions tothe ordinary train service will be made. Fullparticulars will befoundin this ißsue...
Inconnection with the Coronation celebrations holidayexcur-

sion tickets willbe issuedon theGovernmentRailways from 7th to
9th August,and will be availablefor return up to August 27...The Sisters of Mercy,Hokitika,notify that thedrawing of the
Art Union in aid of the funds of thenewCatholic schoolwill takeplaceonOctober15. It is to behoped that theirmany friendi inallparts of the Colony will assist inmaking the Art Union agreat
success...

The Mount Kembla Disaster.
The number who haveperished in the MountKemblamineby

theexplosionof a few days ago maynever be known, because the
books which recorded their names were destroyed. Upwards of
ninety bodieshave beenrecovered,however,bo that the disaster, in
point of magnitude,ranksveryhigh among such occurrences. And
it willalsobememorableamong the tragedies that darken thehis-
toryof coalmining, from the fact that it was totallyunexpected,
for almost at the very moment that the explosion occurred the
manager was testifying to the Arbitration Court that themine was
the safeßt in the world. Inreality so it was. The aoal mined there
isof most excellent quality for Bteam purposes. It ia notso suitable
for gas-making,and for this reason there is not so much explosive
gts generated in the process of mining. Inaddition to this, the
coal measureis found in ahigh ihill, which makes it accessible by
meana of a tunnel instead of the usual shaft,and consequently the
meamof ventilation are more easily provided for. Practical men
say thatthe explosionwas due to the accumulationof inflammable
gas insomecavitiescausedby falls in theroofs of someof the adits
This will probably be found to be the oase,anditis not without ita
lesson to coal miners everywhere. The lesson ia especially valuable
to New Zealand, where in many districts, from Auckland to the
Bluff, coal of aquality that is regarded as inferior from whatmay
be called the 'carboniferous

'point of view is found. The
'
lignite

'
■o minedhas now been followed in many instaneesjmileaand miles
below the ground. It is mined on the principles which regulate
coalmining proper,and the operationsare subject toproper Govern-
ment control. Yetevenin this harmless lignite mining there are
developedgases, anddamps, and fires thatcall for theutmost vigil-
ance on thepart of thoseconcerned.

Every tragedy has its heroes. The spirit of chivalry is not
extinct, andlet there be a shipwreck, anexplosion,or any convul-
sion of nature that places human lives in peril,there are found
heroesready togive their lives, if necessary,to the rescue of others.
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