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(From Our Own Correspondent.)
Dublin, June 3, 1902,

No words can express the general
relief and thankfulness at the an-
nouncement of peace : the certainly
vhhat & war Lhat did net bring o«
gleam of Jjoy to any one heuschold
i the whole United Kingdom s at
lagt at an end. 1f we except un-
principled army contractors, the
veriest. Shylocks in creation, 1 do
not believe there is in the whole
civilised world a feeling save that of
thankfulness that there is an end to
the fearful waste of life and mioney
that has been the sole outcome of
the long struggle; gamn there s
nong to anyone, and who can com-
puwte, along with theL230,000,000
of money spent and 65,000 lives lost
or wrecked on the Dritish side, the
amount ot mental and bodily agony
sufferad at home and abroad during
those long two yecars and eight
menths ? I have heard 1t said that
the grandest prayer the human heart
can frame is that prayer so  ofien
on Irish lips, the prayer that is in-
deed now echoed in every heart—no
matter on which side, English or
Boer, its sympathies—on this decla-
ration of peacc: ‘thanks be to
God !’

The Christian Brothers.

Here in 1Ireland, simultaneously
with many other parts of the world,
wue have within these Jast few days
been celebrating the victory in a far
longer, though bloodless, war ihat
has been waged by a valorous hody
of Trishmen for an enlire  contury
against the powers that fon threg
and a half centuries have sought to
crush out the Catheolic rehgion and
national fecling from the bheatts and
lives of the lrmsh people.

Wea have been ceiehrating with 1oy
and pomp the centenary of the foun-
dation of the Institute of 1rish
Christian  Brothers, whosg  great
educational work was begun just ong
hundred years ago and has for a

century been so successfully  carried
on that the fame of these  humbie

brethren is now weoerld-wide

Yesterday the Dro-Coathedral m
Dublin was thrown open to all who
could find room withmin ts walls to
1o in tha religious  catemony of
thanksgiving to Alimghty God  for
tha hundred pears of anhbroken  sue-
cess ile has granted (o the labors of
these Chistian Irishmen, generation
after generation of whom have  de-
voted their bives to the grand ser-
vica of VYeeping  His  holy rehigpion
and the sacred love of fatherland
in itho hearts of those for
whom St Datrick prayed so  ear-
nestly, yvet who secemed domned, by
anti-Cathelic laws, to Jose thomr
faith and their nationality Dut,
man proposes and God disposes, and
one of the great weapons used by
the Almighty to frustrate the ainw
of our powerful Protestant Iaw-
givers has bheen  1ihe great teachmg
Order of the [Irish Chrmsuan Bro-
thers, men who voluniarily take up
a lide of poverty and hnmility, who
labor hard without any worldly re~
ward, who have gone on ithenr way
quietly and unostentatiously, work-
ing mostly amongst the poor, vet
have come tn he recoghised as o
great and  suceessful educational
power, o great power i the Churdh
in our land, and now o other lands
as well as 1n this.

All Catholies are aware that whal
ara known as the Penal Laws were
the laws cnacted from time Lo time
with a view to stamp out the Cath-
olig religion in England and ilreland
by penalising every act that could
tend in any way to hkeep that faith
in existence, once the English sove
reigns had decided to abandon Cath-
olicism wad force their subjects  to
do the same. These laws pressed in
ah especially heavy manner upon the

Irish, for the simple reason that the
more the latter were persecuted tho
more passionately they clung to
thein Fuaith and to thiar natronality,
for love of country has ever heen jn-
dissolubly bound up with the Trish-
main’'s religion, so that in this coun-
try the Penal enactiments always had
a twofold aim : the destruction of
the Catholic religion and of all sen-
timentls of nationality. The surest
way Lo attain this end wasg to de-
prive  the people of both religious
and scecular eduention  and {Lherefore
1L was that owr priests, the religiond

teacheors anid onr Catholic
schoolmasters, the  secu,ar cdu-
cators were persecuted and
hunted as wild beasts, while no

parent dared, coxcept at the risk
ol dire penalties send s child
to be instructed save by teachers of
an alien faith, and although ihe
Irish Catholics, rich and poor, clung
with brave, marvellously brave le-
nacily to  the teachings of  their
Church and seized upon every opper-
tunity of obtaining secret education
wherever and whenever it could hoe
snatched, tho work of intellectual
destruction was fast being acconi-
plished amongst the poor by Lhe end
of tho 18th century. Idow could 1t
be otherwisec? The wenlthy could
sometimes evade  the laws  and
smuggle their sons out of the coun-
try to give them such scholastic ad-
vantages denied them at home ; but
for our poor, what was there? Un
the one hand, total, brutish ignor-
unce, or the daily risk of imprison-
ment, ancreased poverty from fines,
and  othor  sufferings  of untold
severity if they were discovered n
any attenipts to cscape  from  the
bonds of ignorance . on the other
hand, richly-endowed schools, tempt~
ing o people over greedy of  hnow-
ledge sthools  where they  could
learn free and oblam worldly  help
and advancement 1 trade, husiness,
or profession ; every worldlv adyvan-
tageo held out as a bail, and the onag
only thing asked 1 return was that
they should become rencgades to the
faith of thair fathers DBy a mnacle
of grace the people at large accepted
the poverty, the ignorance the suffor-
ings of those terrible penal days and
frusted in God to release themy from
their bondage Those who hnow
what the true history of thatl nohle,
long-snfiering self-denial of our raco
s will not consider that T use  an
exageerated ficure of speech when 1
suv that the Alnnchiy senf the Trish
tation a second Moses o the  per-
son of DBrother Tgnatins Tuce, tha
founder of the Irish Chisstian Bro-
thers, and tho man whe dud so much
to lead Lhe Catholic yvouth  of ITres
Iand out of the hondage of ignoranco
mto the light and freedom of Chris-
i1ian hnowledge,

Tho Founder of the Order.

Born m or aboul the scar 1760
in Callan, County Kilkenny, Ignatjus
Two was educated partly in s na-
Live place, partly o the oty of Kal-
henny.,  When unearmg manhood, he
removed to Waterford to Tohe with o
telating and to follow husiness as m
merchant Bewmg  of  an earnest,
thoughtful turn of mumd, Mr  Iueco
pondered often and  serivusly  over
thg pawnful  condition of 1wuoranee
to which thoe laws had reduced his
fellow-Catholics, the h tdren of (he
poor Te gradually thought  out
and finally, m 1802, when the Penal
Laws were sonewhat velaxcd, devo-
ted his hie Lo the carrying oul of o
scheme for the  leaching ol poor
boys, a scheme by means  of which
these bovs should recerve an ednea-
twen that would gradually raise them
1o an equal intellectusl footong with
their Protestant neighbors and  en-
able them to surmount the <ocial
barriers thal  had been deliberately
ratsed 1o heep down all who would
rot abandon the Catholic relignon

Tn 1802, Tgnatius Rice gave up
the world and devoted hs  large
fortunae and the remamder of  his
lifo to this work., 1Te was quuchly
joined by other men actuated by a
like religious and patriotic spirt g

schools wera opened, the first in
Waterford, and it was not little by
little, but by leaps and bounds that
the marvelious work of the Irish
Christian Brothers progressed. Their
system  of education was so well
thought out and planned that there
has never been one backward step in
Lheir success since the day the first
Christian  DBrothers’ schaol was
opened.  Primarily teachers for the
poor, accepling no {fees, as a rule;
receiving  no  Sitate aid;  purely
Catholic and eminently national in
theinr teaching, using no buoks but
those compiied by members of their
own Urder, these Brolhers' schoold
have long been celebrated as some of
the best  ecducational establishments
m the kingdom, and are frequented
hot only by the poor, for whom they
wers originally  founded and ara
st1ll maintained, but by the sons of
wealthy Catholics and Protestants
who desire a thoroughly sound and
usetul training for their children.

No favor is shown the rich over
tha poor lad in these schools; all
must  stand alike and merit alona
takes precedenca ; hence the fact
that we have in ocur midst numbers
of Catholic men of eminence in their
various professions who were trained
in the Christian DBrothers’ schoolg
and who gratefully acknowledge thati
they owe their success in life to that
Lraining,

Religious Celebration,

The sight yesterday m the Fro-
Cathedral must indeed have bheen a
proud and a happy one for the
Brotherys present ; it was a touch-
ing ceremony for others,

The Archbishop of Dublin presided
at ITigh Mass and the Lord Mayor
and Corperation attended in State,
but of all tha men in the vast throng
that could scarcely get standing
room from an early hour in the
morning, scarcely ton but wers ¢ old
boys ' come (o ofter thewr thanks to
God for the hberty once more to be
Catholicy, and educated Catholics,
M thewr own  land, and to Ltestify
thoir gratitude towards and  their
Iove for the unseliish men to  whom
thoy owe so miich. Looking around
at the faces, one could easidy  tell
this  Tho celehrant of the Mass, the
deacon, the subdeacon, the master of
ceremonies, and assistants were all
"old boys ', s0o was  the cloquent
preacher, &0 wera the acolyles | so
lkewisa was  Mr  Viacent ('Drwen,
tho well-hnown conductor of the now
colabrated Polesteina Chowr, all  of
wWhose  members wers gr are still
Chrstinn Brothers” boxs But 1t
was amongst the congregation  one
notedd hest the ' old bovs ! Therao
wore  the  successful men, ovident]ly
gomg hack I memory over theire
own lites as  thev listened to the

orator telling of careers  such  as
theirs . there were poor men, bt
houest, mtetligrent, respectable,

thankine (od, as they wont haeck to
bovhood s days,  for all they had
that was denied thewr fathers , thera
were old men, the tears rolling down,
their cheehs, tears, perhaps, of  re-
gret that they had not profited  to
tho full as they might haive done,
by therr opportunities, tears for days
gone by and memomes that had long
jamn  dormant, until some word ut-
teved by the preacher or some hoy-
hood's frend vecominsed i the
throne had awahlened and stinred the
heart Yes, 1t was unmmnistakably a
Mashocongreoation (at least the male
purtiond of old pupils that hstened
so eagerly as the speaher told  of
the starting and growth and now
world-wude work of these Irish reli-
gious, wio have schools nol only
evory corner of Ireland, hut in Ing-
land, Ameriea,  Australasa, Africa,
India, Ghibralter, ecien in Rome 1t-
self. where they are domg to-day for
loung Italian boys that for which
1ha founder instituted the Order at
homue  giving  young Cathohe Ttal-
nd a good education and striving
te free themn ftom the templations
of prosclytism which has bhegun in
Rowme the very same work that o
hundred vears  ago threatened  the
faith of the Irish,
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