
August 3, Sunday.— Eleventh.Sunday after Pentecost.„ i, Monday.—St. Dominic, Confesßor.
� 5, Tuesday.— Feastof Our Lady of theSnows.„ 6, Wednesday.— The Transfiguration of Our Lord JesusChrist.„ 7, Thursday.— St.Cajetan, Confessor.„ 8, Friday.— St.Cyriacus andCompanions, Martyrs.„ 9, Saturday.— -St. Emidius,Bishop andMartyr.

ST. DOMINIC, CONFESSOR.
St. Dominic, who was born at Calahorra, in Old Oastile, wasdistinguished in his early youth by piety and love of study.Having been ordained a priest, he went, in company with hisbishop,to the south of France, wherehe witnessed the atrocitiescommitted by the Albigenses. The sight of so many ruined soulsmoved him todevote his life to theirconversion. Itwas then thatour saintpropagated theuse of theholy Rosary,which waß revealed

tohim ina vision by the BlessedVirgin. After spending10 yearsin this toilsome mission,St.Dominic, in 1215, foundeda newOrder,the chief object of which was to furnish to the Church zealouspreachers andmissionariesfor the instruction of theFaithfuland
the conversion of theheretics. He selected theRule of St. Augus-
tine for the use of his Order,adding certain statutes, which wereborrowed chiefly from those of thePremonstratensians. Thehabitwhich he gave to his religious consisted of a white tunio and
scapular, with long black mantle, from which latter roberobe waßderived their name, '

Black Friare.1 PopeHonorius 111., in 1216,approvedof the newSociety under thetitle of 'Preaching Friars.'The same Pontiff appointedDominic 'Master of theSacredPalace,'
which office is to this day held by a member of theOrder. Also St.Dominic foundedan Order for women, to whomhe gave therule ofthe Friars, and a Tertiary Order for people living in the world.The Order of St.Dominio has contributed to the Church, besides
countless saints, three Popes, 60 cardinals, about 150 archbishops,
and upwardsof 800 bishops.

THE TRANSFIGURATION OF OUR LORD.
The glorious Transfigurationof Our BlessedLord took place afew months before His Sacred Passion. The scene of this mystery,which was intended to confirm the faith of His Apostles undertheir coming trials, was probably Mount Thabor, a lofty mountainin Galilee, situateda few miles to the east of Nazareth.

'
AndafterBix days,' says the Evangelist, 'Jesus taketh with Him Peter andJames and John his brother, and bringeth them up into a high

mountain topray.' These three Apostles, whowere afterwards tobehold Our Lord sorrowful in the Garden of Gethsemani, were
chosen to be the specialwitnesses of the glory of His Transfigura-
tion. 'And while He prayed He was transfigured before them.And His facedid shine as the sun andHis garments became shining
and exceeding white asBnow.' Inother words, Jesus laid asidetheordinary appearance of His mortal flesh and assumed by anticipa-
tion His glorified Body, revealing to the astonished eyes of His
Apostles the glory and splendor which delight the eyes of theheavenly citizens and fill their hearts with anindescribablesweet-ness and joy.

Weather
-

Vanes.

Travellers who are unaccustomed to the sight, areoften amusedto see the figure of a cock
— or, as is often said in America, a'

rooster'
—

surmounting the top of church towers or sometimessecular buildings;but the custom had a legitimate origin andand meaning, the cock being the symbol of clerical vigilance.
Aside from this reason, there was the practicalone that the bird
had a large tail which turned easily with the wind. From the useof the cock in this manner came the term

'
weathercock

';butthere are many other object?, natural or otherwise, used for thesame purpose.
Many oldEnglish churches have the emblems of their patron-

saint for a weather-vane; thus St. Peter's has the key, that of St.Lawrence agridiron, andSt. Mildred's agilt ship in fullsail. BowChurch, in Cheapside, London,has for a weather-vanea gilt dragonlift,long;ard upon theRoyal Exchange is a grasshopper of equallength. Some say that this wasused because the life of its founder
was saved by the chirp of a grasshopper. Ina famous prophecy itwas foretold that when the dragon of Bow street should meet thegrasshopper of the Royal Exchange, London's streets wculd bedeluged with blood. In 1820 these two vaneswere sent together
to the same stonemason for repairs, but nothing in particular
happened.

St.Sepulchre's Churchin London has four weather-vanes;andfrom this came the oldsaying, 'Ashard to reconcile
'

as the vanesofSt.Sepulchre's towers,which pointsd four different wayß.

j*- TheN.B.W.Premier,Sir John See,has given half an aore of
land for a newconvent and grounds at Cumnock,newMolong,NewSouth Wales.

Although owing to his advanced age— nearly 89 years— theBight Rev.Mgr.Rigney's permanentrecovery canscarcely be hopedfor, we{Freeman'sJournal) arepleased tobe able tostate that the
venerableprelatehas much improved.

The Advocates Bendigo correspondent,writingunder date 9thinstant,says:
'
The news that the resignation of his Lordship Most

Rev. Dr. Reville, of the Bishopric of Sandhurst, was not accepted
by thePope, wasreceivedin Bendigo on Wednesday evening,andwas learned with great gratificationby allhispeople. HisLordship
haa endearedhimself to his flock during themany yearshehas been
among them, and when it was heard that he had forwardedhis
resignation to Rome, universal sorrow was felt. Not only theCatholic community, but the citizens in general, are pleased toknow that the Bishop will not sever his oonneotion with thediocese, and all join in wishing that he may continue for manyyearsto guide his people, and carry on his good works for theirbenefit,and thepromotionof religion,

Senator O'Connor (says the Catholic Prett)has a quiethumor
at times. The othernight in the Senate, Senator Nei)d sought totakehim by guile. He quoted the notorious opiniongiven by Mr
R. E.O'Connor, that the seat of government cannot legally be any-
where outside New South Wales. In the first place,Senator Neildasked, did Mr R. E. O'Connor Q.C., give the opinion inquestion
(which he quotedat length). To this SenatorO'Connor replied,'Ihave no official information on the subject.' The House yelled.
The second question was,'Is the Mr R.E. O'Connor Q.C., identicai
withSenatorR.E.O'Connor, K.C.,Vice-Presidentof theExecutiveCouncil?' To this the answer of Senator O'Connor was, 'This
questioninvolvesaphysiologicalproblem,upon whichexperts differ,
andupon which Iam afraid J cannot givean unbiassed opinion.'
Again the gentlemen on the benches were convulsed withmirth,and SenatorNeildcollapsed.

The Rev. Father Masterson, S.J.,has left Sydney to join the
JesuitparishatHawthorne, Victoria. Prior tohis departurehe wasthe recipient of a presentation from the clergy of Sydney. The
function took place in St.John's College. The presentation,whichwasmadeby Mgr.O'Brien on behalf of the priests, consisted of a
handsome silver-mountedinkstand and silver-mounted ebony pen,
the very best that could be obtained in Sydney. Mgr. O'Brien
made a few eloquent remarks,in the courseof which he paid a high
eulogy to the priestly, social, and pcholarly character ot FatherMasterson, and referred to the appropriate nature of the gifts in
viewof the signal services performed by his able pen in the inter-
ests of trnth and social harmony in thiscountry when on a recent
occasion both were assailed by calumniators of the Catholic body.
The speakerspoke incomplimentary terms of the Society of Jesus,
ofwhich Father Ma6terson was so worthya member. Father Maß-terson,in response, expressed his happiness in being amongst thepriests of the Archdiocese,and his sense of the high compliment

they had paidhim.
The Rev.Brother Urban,Provincialof the Marist Brothers inAustralasia, whose death was referred to by our Aucklandcorres-

pondent in our last issue, passed away at St. Joseph's College,
Hunter's Hill, Sydney, onFriday, July 11. The deceased, who had
led a life of great activity,and accomplished much in the course of
that education of the young in at least three continents (says the
Freevian's Journal), was born in Mayo, Ireland, and received hie
early education in the MamtBrothers' High School in that town.While there, he had for his fellow student and companion the pre-
sent illustrious Bishop of Sligo, the Right Rev.Dr. Clancy. When19 yearsof age he entered the Order of the MaristBrothers,making
his novitiate at their principalhouse inScotland. Aftera successfulcourse of studies, he was appointed to the staff of Brothersat St.Joseph'sCollege, Dumfries, where he showed exceptional capacityfor the work towhich he haddevotedhis life. After some yearsat
this place,he was sent toSouth Africa as Director of St.Joseph's
Academy,Capetown. Here,during a residence of seventeen years,
he won golden opinions from all with whom he came in contact,
his work as Director of the Academy being crowned with extra-
ordinary success. During the latter part of his term he was Visitor
to all the South African houses of the Marißt Brothers. To the
great regret of the clergy, his fellow-religious, and the pupils,he
was recalled toFrance in 1897 to assume the dutiesof Provincialof theBritish Isles, whichoffice he discharged withhis usual energyanddevotednesa for the next four and a-half years. Falling intoill-health owing to repeated attacks of influenza, it was deemedadvisableto find a warmerclimate for theBelf -sacrificingProvincial,
and accordingly he was sent in December, 1901, to Sydney. Heresince his arrivalhe has acted as Provincial of the Order in Austra-
lasia. The sameactivityand earnestness that characterisedBrother
TJrban's career in other continentswasalso exhibitedin Australia.His strength, however,proved unequal to the duties of his high
position,and while in New Zealand in January last he became
seriously ill. He came back to Sydney,and fcr a time rallied,but
a paralytic stroke which he received in May last entirely incapaci-
tated him from work, and he gradually sank, and passed to his
reward on the 11th inst. as stated. SolemnRequiem Mass for therepose of his soul was celebrated by theRev. FatherMuraire,S.M.,
in St.Joseph'sCollege chapel onSaturday, and about 100 Brothersof the Order accompaniedthe remains to their last resting-place in
Field of Mars Cemetery. The ceremonies at the graveside were
performed by the Very Rev.Father Olier,S.M., assisted by the Very
Rev. Father Muraire, S.M., Rev. Father Marcel, S.M., and Rev.Father Maher,M.S.H.

The Sydney Protestant Defence Association, alias the Orange
Society, has passed a resolution against granting Home Rule toIreland. Resolutions cost nothing. The Irishmen of Sydney and
sympathisers with the Home Rule cause in that city subscribed
4700 at the grand demonstrationas anearnest of the faith that is
in them.
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