
quickest to awaken fear." And so
1 say to you now, sir, the Basque
may ha\e its defects as a language,
but bravo men have spoken it long
before you were bom, and its glories
will remain long afOer jou have
died

'
'

And its shame, too. will remain)
as long as it pleads the cause 01
treason.'

'Thank you " In the lifetime of
Columbus there were those who re-
proached that meat adniir.il with
ignorance, and so to-day there are
others foolish enough to icproach
the Basque mountaineer with even
treaton.'

'Then why aie these mountains a
hot-bed of disloyal Carlism '

'Why? Because, penhaps, the
mountaineer has vet his old
belief m legitimacy ami 1-tw , ,mci in
constitutional lt.v a\n[ ir.sticc and'
right. Unquest louabl.v, too, he pos-
sesses the faults 01 hii \cry \it tues .
stubborn to the point of imprudence,
lesisting, foi tilth1' -al.e, even wlvn
resistance signifies merely the rush
of hopeless bi.ueiy .igainst the cold
steel of bayonets. 11is is the heart
which never u,ive.s up, even though
conquered. "Yes, lespect him for all
ho is worth. Alolt m his pure,
native atmosphere, nearest living
neighbor to heaven, he di inks in in-
spirations as the wild crocus ilowor
drinks in the niuiuum dew inspira-
tions, moreover, whic^h ,mi senn-
divine;courage, imselhshnes}-,, fealty
and unswerving honoi These also,
bo it said, ;no the v nines which
uuulo our nation oi Spam gloiions
m ihe days of ol<!v 1ho.se added to
unflinching faith All 1 have to hope
now is that some day those will
again return , th.it, puimps with tho
generations using- up with thisj
young, blue-ovud infant, these same
strong gifts ln.iv come back to le-
deem our land anew and to gild her
annals once nioie vviih l he lustie oi'
ti we, soulful hieatness

'
That night the pi iest sat (batting1

with his niind, Hi -Vita, the local
phy sician

'Bah ' '
e\ (hi u-jed tin,, latter, '

it
sei ved hmi imht'You " pea k of

'
ThaI pijuni' ia<ko.i w n (Uti (he

plain who mast in cd-, '|m,nl his
w mg.s in Lie,

'
i.ii'le lashiou on our

free hill'
\(HI sjM ,iI ul IMe S. uoi Viail'K 1 "'
Ay c, of ih.i I pom urn oil" iions

creatuie, un-atis|ieil vviih loi.g oais-
to listiMi, but who would fain lie in
addition 'long-lnn^n,d, ami lar ,\\\d
tiro us with his ignoble biavint;
The unli.cKv ass And 1m so glad
above all that « von in the speech of
Castillian ho found v ou his maUh

'
'An ass. Ins ma t< h

'
V\, 11 that s

comjilnneii)aiv , Iloci oi
' '

' Fv<use me I didn t mi an— — '
'

Didn't vmi mdcc d ' said t hel
pi ies( with a 1 mull Well, I sup-
pose I m much obliged to \nn Hut
tell iie W li.it t hink you of tno
child s blue imlis ° '

''Iha t s tho pom! Im c <>viuil; to
1 was nisi, yoing (o piopose tll.lt

ou sealc h Ihe p.ii i-,|, ii(oids alal
liimi up the l.unilv on the inothei's
side She was a Cas'iiova Iknew
her as a 111 1 ( t 1<« -jnl. <v on Ma tla Cas-
anova. (hi11"

v\ a^ i twin bi oiher
who (hod '

'Well, We shall look il up as von
S'.lV T.l ke (he ( |11(!1," w||h \ ou,
l)o( toi, and well si ep mil foi

'
1hi'books Im aftaid you 11 hnil them

1 ivtt * dust < '
Never nnml oap ami water aie

gel) ing (ho.ip
'1 In v pass, (| �], | ogelher nilo Iho

old dii't;v ,I'nm v, hor,r> the pai ish
atchivi s lav shea)Mi (I in gloomydins).
and spider-wolis 'Ihe search w.is*
foithwilh undei'laken 1) vva.s slow"
work in tin; dim candle-light but.
Castillian is the fittest language foi'

The first of all to attract a stran-
ger's eyo in any village group at As-
torgia in the Pyrenet Hills wasyoung Estaban Nueces. His high,
clean, white brow and Ins great,
staring blue eyes made something of
a. rare pictuie in a Spanish hamlet
where skins were usually of a swar-
thy brown and where ejes weregene-
rally small and dark. 11is were tho
only pair of blue eyes anywhere m
that long thin soaring district
which is down deep in tho \alley,
where men sit all day in the open
air making churns, to tho fifth \ ll-
lago beyond it, which is called No-
velle and has much fame locally for
the excellence of its pinkish cheesettt was thought at first that the
lad's father, Alonzo Nueces, who
hailed or.iginally from the suburbs
of Barcelonia and was, therefoie, a
Catalan of Catalans, might boast
in his usual vain way that the child's
fair complexion was irmnelv the .sign
of good, rich Catalonian blood
Alonzo-'s brother, however, the SenorManuel, a member of (he distant
city policc3 and an adherent of the
anti-clericals in his politics, camo
out to Astorgia to be sponsor at
tho Christening-, and Manuel, who
certainly should know, declared at
once that there had never been any
blue eyes on the Nueces side of the
family.
It was on this occasion that tho

officiating rnimstrant and the visit-
ing policeman got into a wordy
wranglo which came about in an un-
intentional manner. rlhe priest, itseems, conversing with tho parties
after the ceremony, happened to foiv-
get that the Senor Manuel was not
indigenous to the locality and so
addressed him a few conventional
things which bore a Basque name
This was a patois in which
Manuel was totally without know-
ledge. Moreover, he despised every-
thing winch bore a basque name
For tho language, people, and cus-
toms ho professed deep, inborn con-
tempt It was not a w orso dialect
than the ,iai gon of the C.italoninm
patois, which he usually spoke when
conversing at home vviih his own
wife and children This ta< I how-
ever, it never dawned upon him to
admit To be mistaken toi a Masque
was to be giossk oflemled , it was
hko a Swede mistaken for a rum, or
a Lorramer for a Prussian, 01 a sou
of Killarncy for a ciabb<'d Far
Down.

Manuel bowed, therefore withoilv
irony '

Icome from Spam, mi,'
ho .said resentfully, 'and the:.e tbev
speak Castilhan

'
'
Thn sweetest of all language1

- ' '
exclaimed the pitest, pocketing the
reproof'As, perhaps, is the Basque thesourest,' growled Manuel

'Perhaps,' answered the pne-*t
firmly, his own pride now awakened'Yes, perhaps as von m\ and ,\ ct
troubadours have attuned then gui-
tars to its rugm d vvoids and m its
syllables pools even Ikyo not been
ashamed to clothe t heii lmppv
rhymes Down in the plain ,\\k\ inyour cities you do not hear i! Tin to
tho national tongue, the soft Cistil-
lian, suffices, but here on t lie lulls,
something stroimer and bohlei siem^
to be a need When I'i.iuci.i lons 1

ago crowded our dear Mpaiu-h l.mcl
with vandal lev olutioiuuiies , when
her Napoleon mmi1 hither m his folk
to tear away the King's own crown
then it was thai the languageof the
Basques made its accents losonnd m
stalwart protest "

A queer lan-
guage is the Basque," said a gn-.it
marshal of Franc ia , "

thov write a
woid .Jerus.ilem and pnonounce if
Constantinople " " Soldiers," sau*
conveying love , the Basque is tho
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eventually it brought a satisfactory,result, for when, the maternal grand-
parents of Maria Casanova weroreached, tho name of O'Donoghue was
encountered— evident indication of a
foreign strain. Those who bore it,
tho record .said, had been castaway afnom a shipwrecked vessel.'

A strange, rough name!' ejacu-
lated the doctor, looking up.'

Barbarous! '
answered the priest.,

So liea\y, and so uncouth,' con-tinued tho physician. 'Did youever see anything like it?
'

"
Nr\er ' '
'
Jt s one of those unpronounceable

things which takes a crooked tongueto utter. If 1had but a single guesg
1 would say it was Hebrew.''What ! lihtQ eyes in a Jew ? Youknow better.''

t
Then English.'

os , or to be more precise
—

Irish.''But isn't that the same thing asEnglish '<" ''The \ery same exactly, Doctor ;although tho Irish themselvesdo notlseom to think so. 1 knew a youngman from Ireland, named Micann,who was a student with mo at Col-lege One day Ihappened, whila
conversing with him, to allude tohim us an Englishman.'

'"English?" he exclaimed,Don't call mo English."'" Why not "> "Iasked him."
Because I'm not English," hosaid.'"
Aren't you a subject of thdEnglish Crown ?

"
1 "

Yes.""
Your country is a countrywhich belongs to England ? "'"
Yes "

'"
And governed by Englishlaws "> "

\ ">' Yos ' '
"

Your representatives are electedto the English Parliament?
'

'''
Yes

''
'

"You assist at all its sessions
and may vote upon any measurewhich comes up ° "
'"

Yes "
"''The lantvunge you speak is thoEnglish language ? '
'"'

Yes."
T And e\en your leligion '

' "My religion !
"

'
"Is it not also the old Englishreligion > " & *

' "'
\ e.s

"

"'Hien, foi heaven's sake toll mem what you are less English thanand other Englishman '> lam well
avvaicV f addod, 'that jou do notinhabit London, hut, then, neitherdo 1 inhabit Madrid. Nevertheless,Iam heart and soul a Spaniard, andit seems to mo, Senor, that m justtho same pioportion are you an En-yli^lunan " '
'And what did he say to that ?

'
'
Bah ' Ho told mo Iwas craxy "

that ho knew what he was talking
about Poor fellow, ho was a rabidone A.nd to tell me Iwas crazy mstfor showing him how two and two
made four

' '
'

Yes vps , lio was hko the man inIlie .i.s\him u-lio kept telling ovcrv-botlv he met "
I'm all right, bntithose oilur fellows m there are

UMZ\
' '

It was J.ite and tlif.v tarried a fewmoments Both wero satisfied withtho result of the short del\ ing intotho old dusL-co\ored registries. IW~loio gomg to bed that night (ha
I'ricst lotted down the record of thed<»\ 's clv istemng E-,tnban Nuccesd'- Ins (Vj)onoghue was the mannerwhich ho inscribed the child's name.It was under the same inscriptionth.it Ts'tabaii was later on enteredm the villago school lists ITis fullblue eves emphasised his foreign an-
cestr.v , .iikl on the parish priest'ssuggestion JOsiaban was taught thofoiri^n English language of his fore-f.'(hei. When the larl reached hisseventeen!h .TO.tr, he wont down tothe fitiy to draw lots m regard tonuiiUrv service I'oor Estaban drew"> 'bad number,' and so was enrolled)to serve under the banner of hiscountry for the next threo years
Worst luck of all ! Hardly had ho
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