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The Storyteiier

ESTABAN.

I.
Thae first of all to attract a stran-
ger's ¢yo i any village group at Ags-

torgia in the Pyrenec 1ITills was
young Estaban Nueces. 1Lz Lagh,
clean,  white brow  and his great,

staring blue cyes wade something of
4 rare picture in a Spamch harlet
where shins were usually of o swor-
thy brown and where exvs were gene-
rally small and dark., Iis were ihe
only pair of blue eyes anywhera
that long tLhin  soaring district
whiech is down deep in the valley,
where men it all day in 1he  open
air making churns, to the nfth il
lage beyoud it, which 18 ¢called No-
velle and has much fame locally for
the excellence of its pinkish chovse

It was thought at first that the
lad’s father, Alonzo Nucces, who
hailed originally  from the suburhs
of Darcelonia aned was, therefome, a
Catalan of Catalans, nuight  hoast
in his usual vain way that the child’s
fair comploxion was morelv 1he sizn
of  good, reh  Catalonian  blood
Alonzo’s brotlier, however, 1he Senor
Manuel, a member of (he distant
city pohica and an adherent of the
anti-clericals in his pelitics, ecomn
out Lo Astorgin to Dhe sponsor ot
the Christening, and Manuel, who
certainly should hnow, declared at
once that there had never been anm
blue eyes on the Nucvces side of the
family.

It was on this occasion that the
officiating mimstrant and the visit-
ing policecman got mito &  wordy
wrangle which came about 1 an v
intentional manner. ‘lhe priest, 1t
seems, conversung  with the partics
after the ceremony, happened to fore
get that the Senor Manucl was not
indigenous to the leocality and  so
addressed him a  few conventional
things which Dore a Dasque mae
This was o patois 1n which
Manuel was lotally without Lnew-
ledge.  Morcover, he despised evory-
thing which  hore a basque name
For the language, people. and  Qus-
toms he professed deep, 1nbhoin con-
tempt It was not @ worse dialeet,
than (he pueon of the Catalomarn
prators, which he usualiv <poke wihen
cennversine gl howme with o ouwn
wife aud clnldren This Lact how-
exer, b never dawned upon b to
adont To be nostaken 1o 0 Basque
was to e groschy oftended . it was
hho a Swedo mistaken for o inn, or
a Lf)l'l‘dl[l('l' f()l’ il l'l'll‘wﬁltl]l. (RIS ST )
of Killarney for . crabbed  Far

Dosvn.
Manuel howed, therefore with oilyv
ironv ‘1 come from Spaun, s’

ha saul resentfully,
spealk Castlhing ?

TTTha sweetesl of @l battaneoee 10
excluuncd  the pwest, pocheling (e
reproof

“As, perbuaps. s the Dasque  the
sourest,” growlead Manuel

‘Terhaps,”  answered  the  preat
firmly, his own powde now wahaenod
" Yes, perhanps as o voin san e p et
troubadonrs have attuned then eli—
tars Lo abs rugocd words and o ite
syllables poots cven hoe not o heen
ashamed  to clothe  dheir Lappy
rhyines Mo e the plaan and an
vaur cities Yo do nat hear b Tioora
the national tongue, the soft, Castl-
lian, sufMices, but here onr 1he halls,
something stroneer and bolder wiens
tao he a neod Whon Itancia tone
ago crowded our dear Spanc-h land
with vandal aevolubiounties |, when
her Napoleon came inther o his Tolby
1o toar awavy The WKimg'™s own crown
then 1t was thal the Llansuape of The
Rasgues made 1ts aceents tesonnd i
stalwart. protest A queer lan-
puage is {he DBasque,” «ald o preat
marshal of I'rancia, “ they wrioe a
word Jerusalem and pronounce
Constantimople < Soldiers,”” said
comveywng love, the Dasque 15 the

“and thene thes
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quickosl to awahen fear.”  And so
L say to you now, =1, the Dasqgue
niay have ils defuets as a Janguage,
hut brave men hoove spohen bl long
before you were born, ansd its glories
will reman leng  after 3ou have
died '

“And 1ts shatie, Loo, wall remany
as long as 1t pleads Lhe danse ot
Lreason.’

““Phank you! o Lhe Lifetmae of
Colulabug there were those who re-
proached that creal adonral swuth
ignorance, and so to-day there  ave
others foolish enough o reproach
the Basgue mountawcer with  even
ilreaton.’

fThen why me These mountaius o
hot-bed of dislival Carlivm

' Why ? Betause, ponhaps, Lhe
moeuntouineer has vet s ol
belief in legitooacy and faw, and an
constituttonality ol mstice  amd
right,  Unquestionably ) too, e pos-
sesies thoe fankis or hrs yvery v tues
stublrorn Lo the poinl of nnprudenge,
1esisting, for Lth™ -alo, evem when
registance  sionihes merely the  rush
of hopeless bravery apamst the cold
gtecl of bayvouels,  1his s the heart
which pever wuniey up, ocven  Lhough
conquered. Yoo, respect i for all
ho is worth. Aloit 1 his pare,
native atmiosphere, neare-t hiving
newhbor Lo heaven. bhe dimhs -
spiratwons as the wild crvocns (lower
drinks in the moinine dew ansprra-
tions, moreover, wiadh  are sen-
divine ; courage, unseltishiness, feally
and unswerving honom These alsa,
hao 1L sid, et vinties swhich
made our natien o Spaim zlorions
o the days of oldy these adided Lo
unflinclung fouth Al D hase to hope
now 18 that sowe  day  fhese will
again return, that, puhaps waith the
generations pising up o wath oy
yvoung, bluc-cyved infant, these <ama
strong gifts Lad comme backh Lo 1e-
decin out and anese and to ooild her
annals once nmore wtle the lustie of
Lrue, gsonlinl grealtiess

That micht the priest sat chal tine
Withe has b, dir o Ade, the docal
phasician

“Tah 7 eanddaibaed the latter, 'l
setved i reht
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CTThal papenr jad hoene o the
plaai wite peost neds sl s
wings gnowest caole leslien oo out
free Lol

ot speal ot the fsonor Mol

CAMe. of Thal o ponl et c1ous
tradture, unsalistiedd o wnh lone cors
to Disten, e who wootd fain he
addition Tone-tonevwod, aond jor and
tive ns wilh hies enoble bravaine
The nnlbany s And L se plad
abosve all that oven m Lhe speech ol
Castsllyvan he found voo Jos mate !

AN ass, s nrateh O Well that s
compluncntars, Pocton !

S Eivonse moe Foehiaey U oo ai———"

it o von andecd ! Sl thd

Prrest wath o dugh Wl T owing-
pose L ur e obhlivesd 1o yon it
1eli e What thinh vorn of  the
child < Dl oths 7!

SThat = the poand 110 colme 1o
Powas sl mome (o jeopose that
VOt s h The ol rrearibs ol
buot up the dapudy  on the mather s
Sl =ho aos o Coasconova T koew
her as o Defthe enrl, overr Vg Cas-
anosva . dThore wae Votwan Lrother
Who died ”

CAVCLL we =halb Lok o upoas van

EHRY Take the  candle siith o,
Dactor, ool weldl <ten ot fun 1he
baohs P aftawsd yvou HD bad Lhern

Pl dusts
Sever pnd o ap and waleyr are
weltig choap
Thiv possad v tovelher inlo thn
old divey ceom where thie panish
atchives Tay sheathod o gloamy digst,
ahd spder-w el The —carch was
forthswath nndertahen It waon ~low
work 1 tho dime candle-hight baat,
Castilhan 1w (the fittest Laoguage for

eventually it brought a satisfactory
resull, for when the maternal grand-
parents of Maria CaSanova werg
reached, the name of O’ Donoghue was
encountered—evident indication of a
foreign strain.  Those who bore it,
the record said, had been cagtaway o
from o shipwrecked vessel.’

‘A strange, rough name !’ ejacu-
lated the doclor, looking up.

“Barbarons ! * answered the priest.,

" No heavy, and so uncouth,’ con-
tmued  the physician. ‘Did you
ever sece abhvihing Like it 2!

T Never b

"1t s one of those unpronouncealila
thiags which takes a crooked tongue
Lo wtter. 10 1 had but a single guess
1 would say 1t was Hebrew.’

“What ! Blue eyes in a Jow ? You
know better,’

‘ Then IEnglish.’

“Yeos, ur Lo De
Irish,’

“DButl isn't that the same thing as
Tnglish v

“'T'he very smume exactly, Doctor ;
although the Irish Lthemseives do noi
seoit 1o think so. 1 knew a youn
man from Ireland, named Micann,
who wus a student with me at Cole
fege One day I happened, whila
tomversing with  him, to allude to
hun us an Enghishman.'

Cf English 27 he
" Don’t call me English.”’

© " Why not ? ' 1 asked him.

" " Because 1I'm not English,”’ he
said.

“TAren’t you uw subject of thd
Euglish Crown @ °*

nmore precisc—

exclaimed,

T Yes,''

U Your country is a country
which belongs Lo Ingland 77

C e

""" And  governed by English

lawg 2 7’
{1 Yes
" Your repreosentalives are elected
to the English Parliament 7 *
4o \ch e
“"You asmist at  all
ancd may vote upon
which comes up » **
T ¥os

its scssiong
any measure

7' The langunage youn apeak id the
Englieh languagoe 2’

ST g,

Y Aud even vour rehigion—’

UMy religion !

St is 1t not also the old Enghsly
relizion

“rfes
" 'Ihen, o1 heavon's sake 1ell ma
o what von are less Inglish than
wud olhier Fnghshman® 1T am well
awate,” T oadded, * that You do nou
mhalnt - London,  but, then, neilher
do I anhalit Mudrid. Nevertheless, I
i heart and soul o Spaniard, ond
1L geeins Lo e, Senor, that an just
thio sante proportion are vou an Ion-
ghehian ">

CAnd wihat dul he say te that 7

“Bah ' He told me T was crazy
that #io Luew what he was talking
abont Poor fellow, o was a rabid
ane  And to tell me I wag crazy just
for ~howine him how iwo and 1wo
lnacle four t?

"Yes ves, ho was Lhoe the man in
the asvlum who kepl telling  eversy -
hodv he met  * I'mp all right, buy
those orher fellows 1w liero aro
Lra sy !

It was laie and they tarried a few
motnents Bothe were satisfied wiih
tha result of the <hort delving  mito
the old dust-cos ervd regisiries,  [Re-
tore sothe to bed  that night tha
prrest aotted down Lthe record of Lhe
dan's  ehrstenng Fstaban Nucces
e dos O Honopghne was the manner
witeh hs nscrrhod the chuld's nae,
e was ander the Same mseription
that  'staban was later on enterecd
i the village sehiool Lists 1Tis fuli,
Biwe eves emphasised s forcign an-
contra, amd o Lhe  parish priest’s
stugeestion  Fetaban woas taught the
o Ilnatsh languape of his fore-
falher - When the laed reached his
ceventeenti dear, he went down (o
the cily 1o draw oty n regard to
military sersiee Door Estaban drow
- bad number,” and g0 wasg enrolled
to  serve under the bhanner of iy
tountry  for the next threo years,
Worst, luck of all ! Hardly had Qe
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