
InJapanhouses are rotnumbered according t'> their sequence, but
accordi/'g to the or.ier (,t the election. That is to say,No 73 may
adj'nnNo. 1, wilh No. 102 on the opposite side. No.2is probably
auiilo down the street. The city of Tokio is made up of 1,330
stret1*".1 *". in which .'.re 318 320 houses. The=>e houses are divided up
into 15 wards Ifa street pas^e*> through more than one ward the
hous' y are numbred acconiing to the wnrds in which they sre;
th-it if,a Htrtet p^sding through six watdn will po-se s six number
one. It v ould be like hunting for a nee"1 c in a hayet.ick for a
stronger to rry io iind a number in TiAio, but n jinnkeha driver
knows the po-itiun andnumber of a!mo~t every oneof thehouses in
Tokio. He is ub eto do this by having made his business the one
study of his life.

How in the parly morning of Ascension Day,May 8 (writes a cor-
respondentof th*1 SinFrancisco Monitor),outof the cavernous jaws
of Pelee drtath descended with a ewordof flame and reaped the
richest harve t in all bi-tory, i-t a story whioh the whole world
known almost by heart already.

The furious mountainn*>nt devastation with such awful swift-
ness thatitis probablo that thin absolute annihilation was accom-
plished in probably less thau a minute.

Of those who were, in the city at the tune of the catastrophe
none if lpffc alive: of these few in the ehipn in the harbor who
escaped with their lives every one Bu<neie->tly recover, d Trum fea-r-
fulburns has told a piiifuliy and disconnected story, taken up
principally with personalsuffering, and logo >g siucn caol<d broadcast
over the world.

Some of these i-'jumi oiiok arestill at Fort de France. Italked
with them. What they say is a repetitionof an old story of a fiiht
for life in theharbor. J will not lepeat it here,

There ar-iyet a few who viewel the awful holocaust from dis-
tant hills. The btory of one of these will t-11 probably nil that will
ever be toldof how a city with all it1? inhabitants was reduced to
ashes almost within the twinklingof aneyo.

Such a witness is Father Jean Alt» Rocho, pastor of the
church on Morne Vert,a village some five kilometre3above and
southeast of St.Pierre, and about ten from the crater. Morne Vert
is much nearer the crater than was -St. Pierre, but it was a little
moreout of the wind from the mountain, and was protected from
its fiery output by several peaks and profound valleys.

Father Ro he w<itohe.d the mountain alrnoßt constantly from
April 25, whenits activity was first observed, to the second gn-at
eruptionon May 20. He told not only of the world-startlingex;lo-
aion of May 8,but also of the earlier and lesser or.c of May ,">. '1 ,jiß
is his story, all too briefly told:

Ample Warnings.
'There were rumblings andsmoke every day,and dust rvnd

ashes fell on Morne Vert. Looking towards Pelee, we oculd °cc
whitish clouds rise to great heights above tie crater, and streams
seemed to pouring down the western t-lopes toward Piedtieur and
St. Philomen, villages considerably noith of St. Pierre, that aie
nowcovered wilhmud.

'On May 5 the violenco of the daily eruptions incieaned That
wasthe day whenPrecheur on the Riviere Blanche and tht Gu^nn
sugar factory weredestroyed. On that day we saw great voluuien
of water, t-teaming hot, go tumbling down the in >uutam Hie. It
leapedoverall obstructions. The water coursta couldnot confine
it. Itfell hissing into the sea'

More terrifying was anavalancheof hot mud which followel
thewater. It, too, bounded over hills and precipices ;.nd fell over
the cliffs into the sea with a great roar. It. was this flood of mud
that buried the sugar factory and Precheur in which 4600 persona
had lived. The peoplo,Ibelieve, had left their hernia btfore that
hadoccurred.

1 The nightbefore the supreme erupti >n the mountain was less
agitated than ithad been at any time since it, began tie'jibhng and
rumbling. This rea-tsured many if the re«idents of >Sc Pierre, and
hundreds who hadooino out of the city returned.

On the Fatal Day.
A few minute- before eight o'clock in the moriiing. after wo

had finished eirly Mass, there v*as i\ disturbance on M'-nt Pel.c
which compelli.1 utteutifn. A ilcnbe column of smoke and sti an
shot into the air to a great ktihrht. Up, up it vent for three or
four miles. Then itspread out like thecroAnof a gigriutic palm
trpe. Around this gitat blackish cokuun crept spiral columns of
white,while through the pitchy awning i.bove lightning played
incessantly.

Below the crater hundreds >'I jtL"5 of si.ioke ard "-team ntirtei
upwarduntil the whole in tuntain appeared to be si finukinj,buin-
ing mas^. Before the column broke theiewrs a blu'ding fl sh of
light followe1 by a terr-fie report. Then came another fl i.sh of
flarae and thunder and then a third ;and between the second and
third sheets of flame great stance shotup ir.to the cloud of emoke,
and then while the lightning playedIsaw a great cloud break from
the mountain and roll toward us. Then Istarted to run lor pro-
tection toward a shrine cut in the solid rock.'We had barely t'irued our back.-) to the mountain when we
felt the int'iise he.it. and before we had goi.e 200 yards all were
thrown to the grouvui. The whole world looked blacK. l'igpuces
of atone were failing .ill about a*, ami it seemed fu" a moment a< if
weall would soon b>asphyxiated. We were fa-t losing conscious-
ness when a hio'Z" spr.ing up from the an1 saved our lives.
It saved Mmpo Vi rt,'When Iregained my feet Ilooked towards St Pierre whioh,
youknow, lay ina hollow place at the fo,tot the mountain. As I
looked there wasablinding fia-.li of fire, andin a moment the whole
beautiful city was in names. Tue fl>mie seemed to travellike light-
ning over the city from north to south. But it wasn t lightning.
Itlookedas if the black cloud from themountain hadb^en ignited
as soon ab itreached the city.

Saw Cathedral Burning.
1Every building in th * cay seemed to be on fiie at once. 1b<iw

flimes leaping from tno cathedral. Walls were toppling and fal-
ling. As Il"okod upm the de-ittucti< n Is-to d Juhi,mated Rd
dazed. The hui;nin mmd coui-i not Kriy t> the tu'l importof the
impressions b<ing itu iwd through the oyc.s. Xtones ot gri-at <-\zv
continued to Kill asoui.ii us ior afiw miuut- s, aiii liiuJJyonly
ashes and sand a'd dn-^r.

'All this l.wte1 but a few moments. Itcould not have been
more than twelveor fiiteen, if that long, in that time the entire
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The Martinique Disaster. forest cloak of the mountainhadbeen witheredto dast and theskywas lurid with the glare of theburning city. Otherwisemidnight
riarknefs wouldhaveprevailed,so dense were the vaporß and dustin the sky.'

This is the story of thecataclysm by an eye-witness. Itagrees
with the theories advanced by scientists as to the, character of thephenomena. Pelee is not yet ina condition to allow of marj,how-
ever learned,to penetrate the mysteries of her bosom.

According to the eminent experts with whom Ihave talked,however, the dominant fact that stands out in the whole story
of detruction is that St. Pierre was built on a site that invited
ruin. The city was built, on a ledge of ground extending for a dis-tance, north and pouth, rf about two miles, between the sea on oneside anda bluff that roue almost straight up on the other.At thenorthern end of the city the houspp. scattered on toaplain at Pelee's base ;itran then southof itbetween the bluff and
sea to the precipitous sides of the great hill called Morned' Orange
on the south. There were singularly few streets running longi-tudinally.

This city, therefore,presented a veritable gully, and when atlast P. lee's breath was blown, it found 30,000 penned in a cul de sac
from which escape was impossible. The condition of the debris,
the falling of th- walls in one direction, the burning of the trees
moreonone side than on the o her, led to the conclusion, according
to Professor Jagger, with whom Iexploredthe ruins,that thehavoo
was wrought by anexplosive volcanic tornado.

The Philippines.
The Rome correspondentsof certain English secular papers have
beenbusy of late in reporting the result, or what they probably
imagined was the result, or the American mission to the Vaticanregarding affairs in the Philippines. It is very necessary to take
the cable news concerning the HolyFather with the proverbial
grain of talt In view of theprominence which has been given to
tne Philippinequent.on during thepast week,the followingextract
from the Are Maria will be of interest at thepresent time :—:

—
When Judge Taft went as Chief Commissioner to thePhilip-

pine?, oneof the few restrictions placed upon him was the injunc-
tion to i-oeularise the Bohonls and bung them, so far aspossible, into
conformity with our public pchools. The Philippine bi-hops,and
(-veu Home df the turn-eating 'liberal' laymen,assured Judge Taft
that secularised schools would not suit tha people;the invariable
answer or. the Commission whs that the Amer can Constitution

—
which fo loas the flag only so fara-, the politiciansapprove

—
frowns

on a religious tchool aytenieven whenall the taxpayers demand it.
'Ihe Mohammedansof the Jolo islands may retain their slaves andconcubines, and theKoran maybe taught in their schools, but the
religionof Chriet must be banished from the classesattended by the
Odlnoli'jFilipinos. There are someexcellent reflections on this sub-
ject in an article in the Cungrrgationalirt by Mr Emerson Chridtie,
who. as will be seen, writes wit»i first-hand knowledge:

1The second great difficulty we are meetinghere is, fortunately,
capableof being more tasily rtmedied 1refer to the insistence of
a whole Christianized populationof Mindanao thattheirown native
teichers, whom th-y pay out of their own pocket*, shall teach their
children religion in thepublic schools. The Filipino people in the
South are a unit on this point;and since the natives pay the
matfitrts oi macitran out of their own municipal treasuries, itis an
act of justice to l»t them have their wish. Ivoice the judgment of
my collogues of the teaching force iv the southern islands whenI
bay that the Civil Commission went somewhat too fast whenit
passed the school law forbidding, under pain of removal, any
t<-acher in the public schools from teaching any religious practice
whatever.

'"We Americans have arrived at the srcul.r school idea after
hundreds of yuurs of experience under circumnt.mces

—
auch as that

of religious disunity— which do not exist among the Filipinos
proper, whopride themselves on 'heir Catholic unity. The bulk of
tue Christianised Filipincn of Mindanao, unless compelled todo so,
si'nply will not send their childron to a school where they can not
learn the catechism. The state of thepublic schools inand around
Zarnboanga to-day, after an attempt to apply the secularising law-
has beenmade, fully bears out the accuracy of this statement. The
eight American teachers inandaround Zamboanga,themetropolisofMiud.nao, haveanaverage of only about 13 pupilsapiece in actualattendance, to whom they Wen only English. Under the leader-
ship of the Spanish Jenuit priests, the natives haveunited to found
parochial schools, where the children can obtain the religious
knowledge the pareufs consider espeutial to t<alvation, Thus a
splendid oppoituuity for bringingpermanentpeace to this distracted
country, by i..stilling- loyalty a\d respect for America into the
childien'n minds, in thrown away for the sake of carrying out a
doctrinaire puh7 tor which the inlands are utterly unprepared.'

Japanese Streets.
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