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The Martinique Disaster.
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How in the rarly morning of Ascension Day, May 8 (writes a cor.
respondenc of the S Fraveisco Moniter), out of the cavernous jaws
of Peles death descended with a sword of flanie and reaped the
richest harve t in all bi-tory, 14 aetory whish the whole world
knows almost Ly keart alceady,

The furtons mountain sant davastation with such awfal swift-
ness that it is probabls that this snheolnte apnihilation was accom-
plished in probahly less thau a minute.

Of thoso who were in the city at the ume of Lhe catastropha
none is lefy alive: of those few in the ehipd inm the harber who
escaped with their lives every ene sutieiestly recover d from fear-
fni burne has told a pitifully short and disconnected story, taken up
prineipzlly with personai suffering, and 1o 1y since caoled broadenst
over the world,

Some of these i~jured orex areatill at Fort de France, 1 talked
with them. What they say is a repeiltion of an old story of a fi:ht
for life in the harbar, T will not repeat it here,

There ars yot a few who virwal the awful holocaust from die-
tant hiils, Tha story of oie of these will t- 1 probably all that will
ever be told of how a city witk all its inhabitauts was reduced to
ashes almost withia the twinklitg of an eya.

Such a witness is Father Jean Alu: Roche, pastor of the
church on Morne Vert. a viilage some five kilometres above and
southeast of St. Pierre, and absut ten from the orater. Mcorne Vert
is much nearer the crater than was St, Pierre, bot it was a little
more out of the wind from the mountain, and was protected from
its fiery outpnt by saveral peaks sand profound valleys,

Father 1o he watched the mountain almost constautly from
April 25, when its activity was firat obscrved, to the second gieat
eraption on May 20. He told not only of the werld-startling ex; lo-
sion of May ¥, but also of the eariier and lesser ore of May 5. 1.8
is hisstory, all tco briefly told :

Ample Warnings,

‘There wers rumblings and smoke every day, and dust and
ashes fell on Morne Vert. Locking tuwards Pelee, we cculd =ee
whitish ¢louds rire to great heighis above the crater, and strenms
seemed to pouring down the westein vlopes toward Precheur and
St. Philomen, villages coneiderably noith of 8t Pierre, that are
now covered wilth mud.

'On May 5 the violener of the daily erupiions increased That
wagd the day when Prechenr on the Riviers Blanche and the Guerm
rugar factory were aestroved,  On thas day we saw prest voluiaes
of water, steaming hot, go tnmbhn; down the m mutmn ride, It
leaped over all obstructions, The water courses could not confine
it. It fell hissing into the sea

‘More terrifying was anavalanclie of hot mud which foilowel
the water. It, too, bounded over hills and precipizes wnd fell over
the cliffs into the sca with a great roar. [{ wus this flosd of mad
that buried the sugar factory and Precheur in which 1600 persony
had lived. The peoply, I belicve, had left their houses before that
had occuarred.

¢ The night before the supreme erupti 'n the mountain was less
agitated than it bad been at any time mince it began hewbhing and
rumbling, This reassurced many f the resvlents of St Presze, and
hundreds wha had como out of the city returned,

On the Fatal Day.

A few minnte= before eight o'clock in the worning, after wo
had finished euly Mase, there wos o diviuthunce on Moot Pelos
which compellid aftention, A dense column of smicke and stepn
shot into the mar to s great beight, Up, np it veus fur three or
four miles. Then it spread out like the crown of a glgautic palm
tree, Around this great blackish coluran erept spiral colamuy of
white, while through the pitby awning ubuve Dyhtnimg played
incesrantly.

Below the crader bundreds of jois of sioke ard steam stnrted
upward until the whole m wantarn appeared to be & smoking, buin.
ing mas<, Belore the comma broke there wes a blirding fl gh of
light fullowel by a terrfic report. Then came ancther fleh of
flame and thunder and then a third ;) aud between the secoud and
third sheete of flamne great stoves shot up into the eloud of smoke,
and then while the lirhtuing played [ saw u great cloud break from
the mouniuin and ro!l toward us. Then I started tu ran for pro-
tection toward a shrioe cut in ihe sohd rock,

‘We had barely taroed onr backs to the mountain when we
felt the int:nse heat. and befare we had gure 200 yardaz all were
thrown tu the ground. The whole world fvoked blavk, g pieces
of sione were talling Il abont ua, and 1t reemed for nomowens a1t
we all would roen Ivuasphyxiated.  We were fust loving conscious-
ness whien a biwze sprang up from the south and saved our lives,
It saved Muire Virt,

“When I regained my feet I looked towards= 8t Prerre which,
yoa know, lay m a hollow place ut she fo.t of tho meantmn., As [
looked there wa+ a biinding flash of fire and in & moment the whole
beautiful city wa+in flames, The flanie secined to travel Jke lght-
nigg over the ity from nworth to south.  But it was n & lightnng,
It looked as if the bluck cloud from the weountain hoad boen 1ynied
a8 5000 As 1t reached Lhe city,

Saw Cathidral Barning,

‘Every builling in th: eivy seensd to be on fite vt once. 1snw
flumes leaping from tac cathedral. walls were toppling and fal-
huog, A« T leoked vpon the destiuctiin T sto d {asomatad and
dazed. The hmnan mnd could not yrawn the fwl nnport of the
impresstons iiing ree nved through the oyea, Htones of great sizs
continued fo 1all zioutd uy for a fiw noputw, aniiindgly only
askes and sund a0 @ do-r,

¢All this Taste I but a few moments, 16 conld not have been
more than twelve or fifteen, if thuat long. L that time vhe entire

forest oloak of the mountain had been withered to dust and the sky
was lurid with the glare of the burning city. Otherwise midnight
r_iarl}c]nesﬁ would have prevailed, so dense were the vapors and dust
in the sky,’

This is the story of the cataclysm by an eye-witness, It agrees
with the theories advanced by scientiate as to tho character of the
phenomena, Peleeis not yot in a condition to allow of mao, how-
ever learned, fo penetrate the mysteries of her bosom.

Accordicg te the eminent experts with whom I have talked,
however, the dominant fuct that stands out in the whole story
of d-etruction is that St. Picrre was built ou a site that invited
ruin. The city war built on a ledge of pround extending for a dis-
tance, north and south, of ahont twn miler. hetwesu the s:a on ona
side and a bluff that rose almost straight up on the other,

At the northern end of the city the houses reattered om to a
plain at Pelee'a bare ; it ran then south of it between the biuff and
sea to the precipitous sides of the great hill called Morne i’ Orange
on_the south, There were singularly few streets running longi-
tudinally,

Thia eity, therefors, presented a veritable gully, and when at
last Pc]ee’a breath was blown, it faund 30,000 penned in a cul de sar
from which escape was impossible, The condilion of the debris,
the falling of the walis in one direction, the burning of the trees
more on one side than on the 6 her, led to the conclusion, according
to Profesror Jagyger, with whom [ explored the ruins, thas the havoo
wag wrought by an explorive voleanic tornado.

The Philippines.

T'HE Roms eorrespondents of certain English seculsr papers have
been buey of late in roporting the result, or what they probably
irnapined was the resmlt, of the American mission to the Vatican
regarling affairs in the Philippioes, It ie very necessary to take
the cable uews concerning the Holy Father with the proverbial
grain of talt  In view of the promincnee which has been given to
tue Philippine quest.on daring the past week, the following extract
from the dve Moria will be of intereat at the present time :—

When Jodgre Taft went as Chief Commiseioner to the Philip-
pines, one of the few restrictions placed mpon him was the injune-
tiun to revnlarise the suhool< and biing them, so far as possible, into
vonformity with eor public sechools, The Philippine bishops, ard
tveu rorne Of the fitat-vating ‘liberul’ iaymen, assured Judge Tafs
that recularired schools would not wuit tha people ; the invariable
answer of the Commission wss that the Amer can Copstitution—
which fo [has the flag only so faras the politicians npprove—frowns
ou u religious schioul ayien evenr when all the taxpayers demand it.
ihe Mohammedans of the Jolo islands may retain their slavea and
congubines, and the Koran may be tanght in their schools, but the
relizion of Ghrist must be banished from the classes aitended by the
CatholinFilipines, Thele are some excellent reflections on this sub-
jectin an article in the Congregationalist by Mr Emerson Christie,
who as will be seen, writes witn first-hand knowledge :

* The recond great diffi:ulty we are mesting here is, fortunately,
eapable of heing more ¢asily remedied | yefer 1o the insistence of
8 whole Christiani~ed popuisticn of Mindunao that their own pstive
teachers, whem th-y pay out of their own pockets, shall teach their
«hildren religion in the public schoals. The Filipino people in the
Bouth are a univ on this point; and since the natives pay the
mede stres G sdaes! rad put of their own mupicipal treasuries, it is an
act of justice to Iet them bave their wish. I voice the judgment of
my collyegues of the teaching force 10 the southern isiands when I
may that the Crvil Commission went somewhat too fast when it
pursed the school law forbidding, under paln of removal, any
teacher in the public schools from tesching any religious practice
whatever,

‘We Americans have arrived at the scenl.r sebool idea after
hundreds of yenrs of experiencs under circuwvst.anges —sach as 1hat
of religious disunity—which do not exist among the Filipines
proper, who pride themselves on vheir Casholic unuy, The bulk of
the Christianized Filipinos of Miodanao, unless compelled to do se,
simply will not send thew children to a school where they can not
learn the catechivm, The state of the publiv achools in and around
Azmboanga to-day, after an attempt to apply the sroularising law
bius been maide, fully bears out the uecuracy of this statement. The
eight American teachers in and around Zambosngs, the metropolis of
Mind.nao, buve un averaye of only about 13 pupils apiece in actual
sttendance, to whom they $-ach only English, Under the leader-
ship of the Spanish Jesuic priests, the natives have united to found
paruchial schools, where the children can obtain the religious
kvowletgs the pareuts consider essential to ralvation, Thus a
spiendid oppottanty for hringive permanent peace to this distracted
conntry, by L.stitling loyaliy a.d respect for America into the
chudien’s minds, is throwa away for the sake of carrying cuta
dordyinatre pulivy tor wiieh the i=lands aze uiterly unprepared,’

J aipanese Streets.
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Ix Japan honees are rot nuwmbrred sccording o their sequence, but
accordiryg to the order of the ercction. That ie to say. No 73 may
adjnn No, 1, with No, 102 on the opporite side. No, 2 is probably
& wiio down the smireet, The city of Tokio is made up of 1,330
Atreer< in w hick sre 318 320 houwes. These honses are divided up
inko 15 wardz  If a street passes throngh more than one ward the
kous s are numb-red sccording to the wards 1n which they sre;
that 1e, wostreet pugang throsgh stx wards will po-se s mix umber
one . Ivvould be hke hunting for a nes’ v in a hayreteck for a
sbearger to try to dind a puwmber in Tohio, but & jinnkeha driver
knows the po-1tien and nombuer of almo-t every one of the houses in
Tokio, Heisube to do this by having wade his busine:s the one
study of hug tife,
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