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l^j1 fought so fiercely and so long. If the Boers reallyindulged in such outbursts, in ouropinionit meant very little,and the latercablegramannouncingthata distinct reaction is 4
apparent and that many burghers are wearing republican
colours ismuch morelikely tobe the truth. It is sincerely tobehoped that the suggestion which, according to the cable,hasbeen made m England," that the best means of overcoming
bitternesswouldbe by theappointmentofprominentDutchmento the ExecutiveCouncil or RepatriatingCommittee,' willbecarried into effect, for it is onlyby a policy of this sort that thekindly feeling of the Boers— which is the surest guarantee ofpeace

—
can everbe secured.

sectarian *
system of educationbut under the present directorsthe system is being deliberately and unblushingly used asnothingmore nor less than ameanstoProtestantise the islands.An American gentleman travelling in the Philippines sendsthe followingparticulars to the Catholic Citizen, Milwaukee:

"Tobegin with, the headof the whole educational system is aRev.Dr. Fred. W. Atkinson, a Protestant clergyman whose
record in selectingonly Protestants, and notably Protestantclergymen, for his leadingassistants is sufficient proofof his
bigotry. He has placed the city schools of Manila incharge
of Rev. Mason S. Stone,a VermontProtestant,aPresbyterian
clergyman,who, in turn, has appointed only Protestants as
principalsand teachers in the public schools of this importantcity. There are only two Catholic teachers (ladies) in this
city and 70 Protestants to teachCatholic children and tosuper-vise the educationof Catholic youth.' Moreover,according to
this writer, the Rev. E. B. Bryan,a most bigoted Protestantclergyman, who has often bitterly denounced the CatholicChurchand the friars, has beenmadesuperintendentof normalschoolsand not one Catholic is to be found amongany of theAmerican teachers who are employed under him in the
educationand trainingof native teachers. The correspondentadds that choice of places in the provinces isgiven to the native
teachers who apostatise together with double the amount of
salarywhichis given to those teachers who remain true to their
faith. It is just possible that this account

—
which is certainlysufficiently startling— is somewhatexaggeratedbut in any case

it willclear the air and reassure public opinion in America tonave thematter officially discussedwith theHoly See.*
Since the foregoing was writtenthe followingfurther cable,

datedRome, July 23, has come tohand:
'
The Pope gave an

audience to Mr Taft, the United States Governor of thePhilippines, and assured him that the Apostolic Delegateinthe Philippines would be instructed to execute the plansmutually agreed upon by America and the Vatican.' Fromthis it wouldappear thatour anticipation as to the probabilityof asettlement beingarrivedat has been fulfilled.

What the Clericals have done for Belgium.
Artemus Ward once sarcastically remarked that Shakes-peare wouldhave been an utter failureas a modern newspapercorrespondentbecausehe ' lacked the requisite imagination.'An illustration of the up-to-date correspondent's powers of

imagination is furnished by the accounts given in many of thenewspapersof the recent serious riots inBelgium. When theoutbreak occurred the correspondents were, for the most part,
in a state of blissful ignorance of the political history andindustrialconditions of that interestinglittlecountry;but they
got their imaginationto work, and soon made thebrilliantdis-covery that theSocialist outbreak, with all its attendantevils,
wasthe direct resultof the badpolicy of the Catholic party inBelgium. One paperafter another took up the foolish tale,
and even a reputable journal like the American Review ofReviews lent its countenance to the silly fiction by finding
space for the following :— 'The Clerical party is chieflyrespon-sible,by its narrow and illiberal policy,for the rapidgrowth in
Belgium of bitterRadicalism and turbulent Socialism.' For-
tunately,the AmericanCatholic Truth Society has an officialrepresentative— the Rev. Father Van Der Heyden— residingin Belgium, and he promptly sent a complete and crushingrefutation of the whollyunwarranted statement made by theReview of Reviews. He gave a detailed account of thereforms— some of which were referred to in our columns afortnight ago— effected by theClerical partysince their acces-sion to power in 1884,and the record shows that Belgium is,
as we have often contended,really one of the mostprogressivecountries in the world, and has in many important respectsanticipatedthe advanced legislationof our own country.

Here is the list,as given by Father Van Der Heyden,of
the reforms achieved by the Catholic party since theyassumedthe reins of power. We quote from the Father's letter, datedLouvain,May15, as it appearedin the Catholic Standardand
Times. According to this, the Clerical party 'exempted all
working men's homes from taxation, so that 52 per cent, of
Belgianhomes pay no personal taxes whatsoever. It passed aBill pensioningaged workers, and at the present writing

—
one

year after the passage of said Bill— 177,000 old men and
women enjoy the benefit of this pension. It reduced toone-
fifth of a cent per mile the railroad fares of workingmengoing
to or coming from their work,whilst any other citizenpays one
cent per mile in third class coaches, and almost threecents per
mile in first class. It cut down by one-half, where working
men are the interested parties, the legalexpenses attendant
upon the sale or transfer of property. It empoweredthe State
to make loans at an interest of 2\ per cent., withevery facility
for payment of capital and interest, to help workingmen in
securing their own homts. Eighteen thousand workingmenhave in this way becomeproprietors of theirhomes in the last
thirteen years,and the Governmenthas 9,000,000d01. standing
cut now on these homes

—
an immense sum, considering the

size of the country. It must beadded that if theGovernment
loans at 2\ per cent., where a workingman wishes to buy or
build ahome for himself, itpays him 3 per cent, for the money
he leaves with it at the postalsavings bank.'

Nothwithstanding all these concessions to the working
classes, the burden of taxation is very light— lighter,indeed,
than any other country in Europe excepting Switzerland. * A
Belgian,' says Father Van Der Heyden,'payssevendollars in
t.nxes, a Frenchman fourteen, an Englishman eighteen.' On
the political as well as on the economicalside, the partyhas an
excellent record. Since 1884 it

'
greatly increased the list of

eligibles for the Senate, which body is elected directly by the
people. It granted plural suffrage, which is tempereduniversal
suffrage. It produced proportional representat'on, which ac-
cords representatives to allparties,even to tlie parties in the
minority, inproportion to the votes each list of candidates re-
ceives; whereas with the majority system, prevalent every-
where outside of Belgiumand Switzerland, thousands who vote
for a party in the minority are not represented at all in the
legislative halls ol their country. By introducing this latter re-
form two years ago the Catholic party reduced its majority in
the Houseof Deputies from 72 members to 20, and put the
quasi-defunct Liberal party on its feetagain.' These are not
the acts of a

'
narrowand illiberalparty,' but of adisinterested

and progressive party
— apar ty trat is striving, andstrivingsuc-

cessfully, to improve the condition of all classes in thecomrnunity.

The Terms of Peace.
The full text of the Agreement signedby the Representa-

tives of the Boers, on the one hand, and LordMilner and
LordKitcheneron the other, is given in ourrecent exchanges,
and although the substance of the terms had been already
communicatedto us by cable, the informationnow to hand isinteresting as beingmore detailed,definite, and authoritative.
The chief points in the Agreement are as follow :—:

—
" Burghers to lay downall arms and recognise theKing astheirlawful Sovereign;all prisoners to be brought back as

soon as possible to South Africa without loss of liberty or
property; no action to be taken against such prisoners savewhere guilty of breaches ot the laws of war; the Dutch
language to be taught in schools whereparents desire it, and
to be used inCourts if necessnry;rifles will be allowed for
protection;militaryadministration will be withdrawn as soon
as possible,and, as soon as circumstances permit,self govern-
ment substituted ; no special tax wi:l be imposed on landed
property to pay the cost of the war; three million pounds will
be provided for re-stocking Boer farms ;colonial rebels to beliable to trialaccording to the law of the colony to which they
belong,therank and file to be disfranchised for lie, but nodeathpenalty to be inflicted.'

It will thus be seen that, so f.tr from insi>ting on the
'unconditional surrender' which Mr Chamberlain talked
about some time ago. Great Britain has made concessions in
all directions. The liberty and property of the burghers areretained, the native language is preserved, an indemnity of
three millionpounds is to bepaid for the purposeof re-stockingthe Boer farms, and,most noteworthy ot all, an arrangement
has been made wherebya virtual pardon is conceded to theCape rebels who took up arms during the war, this questionbeing to the very last the great bone of contention between the
twoparties.

It must be admittedthat the terms are most generous
—

sogenerous, indeed, that some of the ultra-Conservatives mEngland are beginning to complain thrit they aie altogether
too lenient. This feeling was somewhat pointedlyexpressedbyan old soldier who, when asked to rejoice at the attainmentof 'peace with honor,' is said to have replied:'Peace withhonor, indeed! It seems to me that we have got all thepeace,
and the Boers have all the honor.' There can t.e liltle doubt,however, that thepolicy of Biitain on this occasion is as ■wise
as it has beengenerous. If th< re is to beany re.il peace and
true loyaltyin South Africa, the old bitter Boer ftehng mustbe worn down, and that can only be dune by continued gener-osity and patient kindness. We could never bung ourselves
to swallow, even with a liberal allowance of salt, the spread-eagle cables which appeared in the p >pers a short time agointimating that after the conclusion of p«>ace Uie Boers vvt-recheering themselves hoarse ovir Lord Kitchener, and \.er
positively overflowing with loyalty to the country wh.ch tl.ey
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