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Some Facts About Ants.

—_—

Ants, we know, have many won-
derful institutions. 'They breed and
keep cows, possess slaves, sow erann
and reap the harvest, and in many
other ways offer a rich lesson Lo tha
sluggard if he would but bestis him-
gelf to read 1t. And now M. Charles
Miessen, o French explorer, has
another story of themn prowess to
tell. Somewhere in Siam he saw
an army of prey ants moving
through the country. They were
accompanied by o few specimens of 4
larger species. Upon each of these a
grey ant was mounted, and the lar-
ger ants being also fleeter than the
rank and file of the army, the offi-
cers werc thus enabled to gallop to
and fro and control the movements
of their troops. ‘This is an extraoer-
dinary story, but whether or not it
be more startling than many other
known startling feats of the lower
orders is another question The
other accomplishments of ants men-
tioned above are a parallel to one
facet, of the story ; another is to be
found in the bird wonld. The small
Canedian ow], which is no larger
than & sparrow, hag been seen rid-
ing on the back of a most unwilling
gopher in the way that suggested
that it was a habit, at any rate,
with that particular individual.

A Thoughtful Bird.

v

At the Red Lion Inn, ITungerford
(®writes a contributor to a Home
magazine}, there lived for many
years a raven Wwho, by the care he
showed for dogs, might have been o
member of the IRoyval Humane
Society. brriving one day into
the inn vard  with o party,
wa ingured the leg of o dog
which  was with us, and whila

we were  examining  the  1mury
Ralph, the raven, was o evi-
dently a concerned spectalor. Trom

the minute the dog was tied up.
Raiph not only wisited hun. but
brought him bones and attended 1o
him with particular and  repeated
marks of kindness 1 ohaeived ot to
tho ostler, who told me that the
hird had been broucht up with
dogg, and  that the aflectian hetwern
theim was matual,  Ralph s poor
dog aftdy o while hrokg hid oo, and
durmng the long tnue he was  (ons
fined  Rulph waited on b cone
stantlyv, carvied bt s prosvisions,
and scavecly left,. hin alone O
night by acadent the <table door
had Been shut, and Halph Lad been
deprived  of  the company of iy
friend the whole might, hut the oslle
found in the morning the door so
pecked away that had 1t nou  been
opened Ralph m another hour would
have made his own entrance Sesceral
other acts of hindness were <hown by
this bird to dogs in general, particu-
larly Lo maimed or sichly ones,

Sparrow Housekeeping.
-—

ITave you ever waleched o par of
sparrows when first the hovse hunt-
ing and bailding muan comes on
them 7 How  stupendously husy
they are, especially the cock., and
what a tremendous 1ot he has to
say ' As a matier of fact, his nits-
sus does all the real work and he
supplies all the theory, which she
consistenily disregards,

Not that Mrs Sparrow worhs im-
petuovusly, as though tune peraatied
of no delifpration. On ihe contrary,
sha uses the greatest debiberation i
the  performance  of  every action,
however trivinl - Watceh her when <he
19 considering the elpnibility of, Iey
ud sy, o bhit of string which she hay
found 1 a garden path, as materinl

to be used in the building of a nest
over which she is busy., Tirst sha
will s1t upon a gooseberry twig a
yard or two away and inspect ithat
morsel of strmng from the south-
easl,

Ther she will (it oser to the
apple tree close by and study 1t from
ithe north-west. Then she will ex-
atmime it Irom other points of the
compass. At last she will hop up
to 1t and pull it about-—apparently
accepting it, but rewecling 1t agaim,
still uncertain as to s smitabnhty
for some purpose exactly defined in
her foelish Iitile mind., At last she
will decide to use 11, and, seizing it,
sha will fly up to her nest with tLhe
treasure : but, vacillating  oncad
again, she drops 1t at the wvery
threshold and sits upon the roof &
little while eyeing it and chattering,
explaining to her lord, perhaps, thay
it would have done well enough if it
had been longer or shorter, on
thicker or thinner, or heaven knows
what. Finally she will flit down
and carry 1t away to use, and bhe-
hold ! to-morrow she has iurned it
outy once more, and it lLies upon the
garden path a rejected thing., Not
for long, however, for either she her-
self or some other bird has removed
it next timo one looks for the much
considered scrap,

That conceited and seli-assertive
littlo person, her lord and master is
far less dehberate in his actions. He
is more certain of himself, being con-
vinced that he knows everything and
that to consider and weigh and de«
liberate is a waste of time.

He is anxious to help with thg
nest-making, and holds forth without
ceasing while his lady builds. Occa-
sionally he lends o hand., He catches
sight of a straw, 1t may e, or a
small picce of <tick, and it occurs

Lo him Lthat here s the ey
thing s foolish wife has sought
for days and faled 1o fual Whau

does not occir to him is that he 18
a  garrulens  old mcompetent  and
knows 1no mora about nestbhudding
than he knows about the laying of
eggs.  Iis wife knows all about him,
however, uhd the straw 19 turned out
of the nest agoamn as soon as hig
back 13 Lnrned 1o has poobabl
placed 1t m ~ome mpossible position
and—after cxplahuimg what o mnr-
sellous  fellow he s and  what  a
Licasure he has brought opoan the
wav ot brohdieg materil—departed,
torgetting all about the matler an &
noment  or o two sen when  he
sees Lhat straw s e upou the g~
den path, <0 conceited o= hee that he
does ot recoginse U becanse he can-
not contemplate  the possinlity of
1ts telection by the missons He thinky
he has  fomd  another treasute
There he savs, dutnping at down
by hier sigde as she st nesting, per-
haps Jayimg o Little epeom the scenn-
completed  nest,  Cthere's another
splendid straw how i< 1t you don'h
volng actoss them 1 can hind them
whenever Tolihe 70

THE HOLIDAYS ARE HERE !

What wre you going to give your
boys and girls for a Christmas pre-
sent 7 U you use ‘ Book Gift’' Tea
you can have your choice from our
catalogue of over 500 good and use-
ful books, absolutely free. If you
cannot, procure catalogues of books
from your grocer, send to W. Scoular
and Co., wholesale agents, Dunedin,
and a copy will be posted you by re-
turn mail The following useful
books are on our coatalogue :(—Mrs,
Beston’s Book on Cookery and house-
hold management, given with 6Ib of
tea ; The Doctor et Home, a book
that should be in every house, given
with 101b of tea ; The Amateur Car-
penter, given with 10Ib of tea ; The
Enquirer’s Oracle, or Enguire within
upon cverything. The money spent
by others in extensive advertising
and showy labels and tins is given
by us to the customer in the form of
high class literature,—*#*

MYERS AND CO., Dentistsi Octa-
gon, cormer of George street. They
guarantee highest class work at
moderate fees. Their artificial teeth
give general satisfaction, and thbe fact
of them supplying a temporary den-
ture while the gums are healing does
away with the inconvenience of being
months without teeth. They manu-
facture a single artificial teoths for
Ten Shillings, and sets equally mode-
rate. The administration of nitrous-
oxide gas is also & great boon to
those needing the extraction of a
tooth, Read advertisement.—%*s

Morrow. Bassett and Co. have been
appointed sole agents in New Zea-
land for the Cochshutt Plough Com-
pany’'s famous ‘ Excelsior ’ .arm im-
plements. Champions all over the
globe. Send for catalogue,—%e*

REMOVAL NOTICE.

ROXFORD AND SONS,~
Plumbers, Gasfisters, and Bell-hangers,
No 12 Frederick atreet,

We take this rpporlunity of THANKING
our NUMEROUS CUSTOMERS and the
PUBLIC generally for past favors, and
notifying them that we have REMOVED to
more commodions Premises st No, 12
FREDERICK STREET (opposite Mollison
and Co's), lately ocenpled by Hitoheock
Bros., cabinetmakers, We have in stock a
greab variety of Incandescent Pendants,
Hall Lamps, Chacdeler and Gas Brackets,
also Globes in endless variety, Baths,
Lavatory DBasins, and Ranitary Goods of
every drscription,

Note the Address: Croxford and Sons
Plumbers and Gasfitters. No, 12 Frederick
street (opposite Mollison’s).

Telephone No, 576,

THOMAS JOH¥STONE] |JAMES A HABLETT

OHNSTONE & HABLETT,
L) CHEMISTS AND OPTICIANS,
(Licentiates of the Pharmacentical Sosiety
of Treland),
MANSE STREET, DUNEDIN.

We have landing a COMPLETE »TOCK
of SPRECTACLES in all the Later Varieticg—
Solid G 14, Gold Filled, Nickel., and Steel.

Mr Huslett (Fellow in Optics, Illincia
College) has had 20 years' experience in
Auckland in the manufacture and fitting of
Bpectac'es, and has a tharongh knowledge
of this branch of the firm’s business,

Orders sent by post wii! have cur imme-
diate and careful attention,

JONNSTONE & HASLETT,
Manze Street. Dunedin,

NOTICE TO HOUSEHOLDERS,

THE

“?ESTPURT COAl CO., LTD,

Hereby Notify Householders and Others
that they are now keeping in
stock a large quantity
of

UNSCREENED COALBROOKDALE
COAT,
Which con be obtained from all
Coal Merchants at
35/ 'FR TuN LLLIVERED,

This Cral can be highly recommmenden to
those desirious of obtaining a good huuse-
hold coal at a low rate,



