
ITavo you o-\er watched a pair of
sparrows when first the house hunt-
ing and building mania comes on
them ? How stupendously busy
they are, especially the cock, and
what a tremendous lot he has to
say ' As a matter of fact, his mis-
sus does all the real work and he
supplies all the theory, which she
consistentJy disregards.

Not that Mrs Sparrow woi~ks im-
petuously, as though time permittodi
of no deiilbpratioii. On the contrary,
she uses- the greatest deliberation in.
the performance of e\ cry action,
however trivial Watch her when she
is considering tho eligibility of, ley
un say, a bit of string which she has1
found in a garden path, as material
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Some Facts About Ants.

Ants, we know, ha\c many won-
derful institutions. They breed ancj
keep cows, possess slaves, sow grain
and reap the harvest, and in many
other ways offer a rich lesson to tho?
sluggard if ho would but bestir hiun-
sejf to read it. And now M. CharlesMiessen, a French explorer, has
another story of their, prowess to
tell. Somewhere in Siam he saw
an army of grey ants moving
through the country. They were
accompanied by a few specimens of a
larger species. Upon each of these a
grey ant was mounted, and the lar-ger ants being ajso fleeter than the
rank and file of the army, tho offi-<
cers were thus enabled to gallop to
and fro and control the movements
of their troops. This is an extraor-
dinary story, but whether or not it)
be more startling than many other
known startling feats of the lower
orders is another question The
other accomplishments of ants men-
tioned above are a parallel to one
facet of the story ;another is to be
found in the bird wonld. Tho small
Canadian owl, which is no larger
than a sparrow, has been seen rid-
ing on the back of a most unwilling
gopher in the way that suggested
that it was a habit, at any rate,
with that particular individual.

A Thoughtful Bird.

to be used in the building of a nest
over which she is busy. First sha
will sit upon a gooseberry twig a
yard or two away and inspect, that!
morsel of string from the south-
east.

Then she will flit oxer to the
ainplu tree close by and study it from
tho north-west. Then she ■will ex-
amine it from other points of the
compass. At last she will hop up
to it and pull it about— apparently
accepting it, but rejecting it again,,
still uncertain as to its suitability
for some purpose exactly defined in
her foolish little mind. At last she!
will decide to uso it, and, seizing it,
she will fly up to her nest with tho
treasure : but, vacillating onco
again, she drops it at the very
threshold and sits upon the roof a
littlo while eyeing it and chattering,
explaining to her lord, perhaps, that)
it would have done well enough if in
had been longer or shorter, or
thicker or thinner, or heaven knows
what. Finally she will flit down,
and carry it away to use, and be-
hold ! to-morrow she has turned it
out once more, and it lies upon the
garden path a rejected thing. NotJ
for long\, however, for either sheher-
self or some other bird has removed
it next time one looks for the much
considered scrap.

That conceited and self-assertive
littlo person, her lord and master ia
far less deliberate in his actions. He
is more certain of himself, being) con-
vinced that he knows everything, and,
that to consider and weigh and de-
liberate is a waste of time.

He is anxious to help with the
nest-making, and holds forth without}
ceasing while his lady builds. Occa-
sionally he lends a hand. He catches
sight of a straw, it may be, or a
small piece of stick, and it occurs'
to him that here is the \er.yi
thing his foolish wife has sought!
for days and failed to find What)
does not occur to him is that he isi
a garrulous old incompetent and
knows no more about nestbuilding
than ho knows about the laying of
eggs. His wifo knows all about him,
however, and the straw is tunned out)
of the nest again as soon as his)
back is turned Ho has pr.oba.blyl
placed it in some impossible position)
and— after explaining what a ninr-
\ellous fellow he is and what a
lieasiire lie has Inought up m the
wav ot building material— departed,
lorgetting all about tlw matter in a
moment or two K\en when he
sees th.it straw l.\ing upon the gai-
di'ii |>alh, so conceited is he that he
does not recognise it,because he can-
not contemplate the possibility ofl
its leiection by the missus He thmk.s|
he has found anothei lieasuie

There,' he sa\s, dumping it down
by her side as she sits nesting, pei-
h.ips la\ ing a little egg in the semi-
completed nest, '

there's another
splendid straw how 1^ it \ou don'tJ
come, acioss them 1 can Jmd thorn
whenexor I like ' '

At the Red Lion Inn, ITungerforcl
(writes a contributor to a Homo
magazine), there lived for many
years a rav#n who, by the care ho
showed for dogs, might have been a
member of the Royal Humane
Society. Driving one day into
the inn yard with a party,
we injured the leg of a dog
■which was with us, and whilq
wo were examining the injury
Ralph, the raven, was evi-
dently a concerned spectator. From
the- minute the dog was lied uj>.
Ralph not only visited him. but
brought him bones and attended to
him with particular and repeated
marks of kindness 1 olxsrived it to
the- ostler, who told mo that the
bird had been brought up vuth a
dog), and that the ailedurn between
them was1 mutual, Ralph s poor
dog aftey a while brokq hi* lietg. and
during the long tune lie was (on-*

lined Ralph waited on him con-
stantly, carried him his pi <>\ imoiis.
and scarcely left him alone One
night by accident the stable door
had been shut, and Ralph had been
deprived of the compaiu of In^
friend the whole night, but the ostlei
found in the morning the door so
pecked away that had it not been
opened Ralph in another hour wouldi
have made his own entrance Se\eral
other acts of kindness were shown b\
this bird to dogs m geneial, paiticu-t
larly to maimed or sickly ones.

Sparrow Housekeeping.

29

NOTICE TO HOUSEHOLDERS.
THE

WESTPORT COAL CO., LTD.
Hereby Notify Householders and Otherß

that they are now keeping in
stock a large quantity

of

UNSCREENED COALBROOKDALE
COAL,

Which con be obtained from all
Coal Merchants at

35/ I'KK TUX DLLIYEKEn.

This C^al can be highly recominenden to
those desirious of obtaining a good house-
hold coal at a low rate.

THE HOLIDAYS ARE HERE!.
What are you going to give your

boys and girls for a Christmas pre-
sent ? If you use 'Book Gift

'
Tea

you can have your choice from our
catalogue of over 500 good and use-
ful books, absolutely free. If you
cannot procure catalogues of books
from your grocer, send to W. Scoulor
and Co., wholesale agents, Dunedin,
and a copy will be posted you by re-
turn mail The following useful
books are on our catalogue :— Mrs.
Beaton's Book on Coolqery andhouse-
hold management, given with 6lb of
tea; The Doctor at Home, a book
that should be in every house, given
with 101bof tea ;The Amateur Car-
penter, given with 101bof tea;The
Enquirer's Oracle, or Enquire within
upon everything. Thb money spent
by others in extensive advertising
and showy labels and tins is given
by us to the customer in the form of
high class literature.

— *"*

MYERS AND CO., Dentistsi Octa-
gon, corner of George street. They
guarantee highest class work at
moderate fees. Their artificial teeth
give general satisfaction, and the fact
of them supplying a temporary den-
ture while the gums are healing does
away with the inconvenience of being
months without teeth. They manu-
facture a single artificial tooth for
Ten Shillings, and sets equally mode-
rate. The administrationof nitrous-
oxide gas is also a great boon to
those needing the extraction of a
tooth. Read advertisement.— ""*

Morrow.Bassett and Co. have been
appointed sole agents in New Zea-
land for the Cochshutt Plough Com-
pany's famous

'
Excelsior ' .arm im-

plements. Champions all over the
globe. Send for catalogue.—***

REMOVAL NOTICE.

CROXFORD AND S 0"N S,
Plumbers,Gasfitterß, andBell-hangers,

No 12 Frederick street.

We take this opportunity of THANKING
our NUMEROUS CUSTOMERS and the
PUBLIC generally for past favors, and
notifying them that we have REMOVED tomore commodious Premises at No 12
FREDERICK STREET (opposite Mollison
and Co.'s), lately occupied by HitohcockBros., cabinetmakers. We have in stock a
great variety of Incandescent Pendants,
Hall Lamps, Char.deler and Gas Brackets,
also Globes in endless variety. Baths,
Lavatory Basins, and Sanitary Goods of
every description.

Note the Address : Croxford and Sons
Plumbers and Gasfitters. No. 12 Frederick
street(oppositeMollison's).

TelephoneNo.."7C>.

Thomas johnstone] [ james a haslett

JOHNSTONE & HASLETT,
CHEMISTS AND OPTICIANS,

(Licentiates of the PharmaceuticalSociety
of Ireland),

MANSE STREET, DUNEDIN.
We havelanriine: a COMPLETE feTOCK

of SPECTACLEinall theLater Varieties-
Solid G>ld, Gold Filled, Nickel, andSteel.

Mr Huf-lett (Fellow in Optics. Illinois
College) Las had 20 years' experience in
Auckland in the manufacture and fittingof
Spectac'es,and has a thorough knowledge
of this branch of the firm's businesp.

Orders sent by post will have our imme-
diate and careful attention.

JOHNSTONE & nASLETT,
Manse Streer. Dunedin.


