
considerationsas these must givepause to the most rabid advocate
of the theory of individualbargaining. Thebulk of the minersinthe anthracite mines are poor foreigners, who have escapedfrom
Continental conditions that seemed hard,but weremerciful in oom-
parison with those imposedby the sordid corporations that regard
human life and limbs asmerely so many componentpartsof a soul-
less industrialmachine. Ifit be conceded that the system of con-ciliation andarbitrationin New Zealanddoes not meet idealolaims,
atall events it contains principles that make impossible the con-
ditions thatoaußed the anthracite ooal strike,and this muchhaving
been gained, all that remains is toperfect itby removing the few
anomalies it contains.

A Wrong Standard.
The English publicist who still imagines thatWellington is

somewhere in Australia, and who thinks river ferry boats the
medium of communicationbetween Australia and New Zealand,
has been focussinghis gigantic intellect onMr Seddoa,and apply-
ing his own Liliputianstandard to ourPremier's claims to a voioe
in Imperialconcerns. He sagely pointsout thatthe population of
New Zealand is only 761,000, which, by the way,provesthat the
critic is not yet in possession of the census returnscompiled in
March of last year. He also incidentally mentions that thepopulation of Glasgow is 735,000, of Liverpool 627,000, of Cape
Colony 587,000, of Natal 69,000, and of Hastings 62,913. And hethen asks what would be thought if the Mayor of Hastingshadbrought up to London an « unofficial mandate

'
on Imperial

Trade Policy ! The obvious answer is that just as
much would be thought of the proceeding aB if the
mayorof a provincial townin the Colony were to go to Wellington
and try to instruct SirJ. GK Ward in the compositionof a LoanBillor the construction of a railway policy. The critic omits to men-
tion that themission of Mr Seddon is only part of a widecolonial
movement, having for its object the consolidation of Imperial
interestsand thecrystallisation of Imperial sentiment in some tan.
gible fashion. Itmaybe, as Mr Bartonsays, that for Borne time the
mutual obligations of the Mother Country and the colonies will be
interpreted in terms of the heart rather than in terms of the
counting-house. But despite the vaticinations of economists, whodeclare that a zollverein is for thepresent impracticable, something
practical is certain to come,even though it should cotce aboutby
theunwritten law of national feeling and not from writtenoom
pacts. The bearer of a message from one of theparties toa pro.*
ject such as this must not be compared to the mayor of a provincial
town. The comparison is not fair. The potentialities are much
greater in a young and progressive colony than in even the most
nourishing city. New Zealand, yet barely half a century old,has a
trade amounting to about twenty-four millions per annum. The
trade of all the British Colonies amounts to £212,000,000, or
nearly one-third of that of the whole Empire. Though this
is considerable,it is only a fraction of what will yet be acoom-
plished, and the importance of the Colony, like that of all the
others, is tobe measured not so much bypresent results a3 by future
possibilities. There is anunwritten law at courts that the ambas-
sador of an independent country takesrank equally withothers who
represent nations much larger and more important. The Premiers
of the colonies, whoarenow meeting in conference inLondon,can
surely lay claim to the same considera tion.

DIOCESE OF DUNEDIN.
Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament will take place in St.Joseph's Cathedral on Sunday from lastMass until Vespers. In theevening there will be theusual proceesion.
The ping pong tournament inconnection withSt.Joseph'sMen'sClub was concluded on Friday evening. About 20 entries had beenreceived. After a number of keen contests the players werereduced to three— Messrs. D. Columb, D. Rodgerp, and Jas.Swan-son, the last having the bye. Mr Columb having defeated MrRodgers, a very exciting game was played by him against MrSwanson, the latter losing by onepoint. The presentation of the

trophies was made by Mr H.Miles. These were a handsome pipeand a serviceable walking-stick.
The fifthannual meeting of St.Joseph's CathedralChoir washeldin St. Joseph's Hall on Thursday evening of last week. The

Rev. Father Murphy, Adm., presided, and there was a goodatten-dance of members. The report and balanceBheet, which were read
and adopted,showed that the choir had made good progress during
the year, and that the financial position waa good, there being acredit balance of over £15. Father Murphy,in congratulating the
members on the good work done during the past 12 months, tookthe opportunity of complimenting Mr A. Valliß, choirmaster,on thehigh stateof efficiency attained by the choir, andalso paida meed
of praise toMr W. T. Ward, honorary conductor. The election of a
committee resulted as follows :— Misses Rose Blaney, A. Heley,
Messrs W. T. Ward, J. Leihy, C.Columb, andJ. Woods. During
the evening a musical programme was gone through, items being
contributed by Misses Blaney, Leonard, Fraser, Davis,and Pearson,
and Messrs Leiby, McCosker, Phillips, and Woods. Mrs J. Woods

The Cost of a Strike.
There are still tobe found in thisColony^a few persons whose

limited view of their own interests prompts a condemnation of the
legalised method of settling industrial disputes. To such we would
commend for reflection the following figures, indicating the cost of
the Pennsylvania anthracite coal strike for the first six weeks. The
losb has be.'n estimated at over sevenmillions of money,made up
as follows:— Loss tooperators in priceof coal, £3,104,000 ;to mine
workers in wages, £1,554,000 ;to employes other than miners made
idle by the strike, £384,000 ; to the business men of the coal region>
£1,040,000 ; to business outside the coal region, £600,000 ;cost of
maintaining coal and ironpolice,£80,000 ; cost of maintaining non-
union workers, £17,000 ;estimateddamageto mines andmachinery,
£300,000. If the foregoing figures are analysed, itwill appear that
the employers lost far more than the operatives. And yet victory
rested with the former, for the simple reason that the contest was,
as all such contests are, one of endurance, in which the weaker
must ever go to the wall. Like all such strikes, it wasmerely a'conflict betweenempty stomachs and full purses.' A victory under
such circumstances establishes no principle. It merely hardens
theheart of the worker, and admonishes him to postpone further
attempts to improve his condition until he is ina better position to
enforce hi? demands. If any one will contend that this is a stable
and desirable relation between labor andcapital, weshall awaithis
reasons withconsiderable interest.

Reasons for the Strike.
The strike aroseout of the old. oldconditions

—
a heartless com-

bination and a callous disregard of the condition of the toilers who
produce the wealth. The president of theunited mine workers of
America has laid their case before the public witha calm convin-
cingness and fidelity to detail thatcarryconviction. According to
Mr, Mitchell'sstatement, says a contemporary, theminers worknot
more than200 days in the year,at an average compensation of 5s
lidper day. or less than £60 a year in the aggregate. Mr. Mit-
chell protests, and justly, that this is not a living wage for the
workmen, nor enough to enable them to live decently and educate
and support their families. Parents are not only not able toBend
their children to school, but they arecompelled to put them, at a
tender age. to work in the mines, that their little wages may go to
help the family to live. The costof livinghas materially increased
during the la3t two years,so that the purchasing power of wages
is really less than it was before the 10 per cent,advance of two
yearsago. Mr Mitchell shows from statistics that while the opera-
tors weremining coal atan increase of 13 centsper tonin 1901 over
thecostin I'JOO they weresellingat anincreased profit of 39centsper
ton. This increasedcost tothe consumerhas broughtnoincrease in the
wages of theminer. The ride in theprice of coal without any in-
crease in the cost of production is a clear gain to the operators,
The miners are right in thinking that if the price of coal is
increased the wages of those who, at the constant rifck of their
liyee, dig it out of the hills,should be increased.

The groesness of thepretext put forwardbyithe capitalists was
easily exposed. Mr Mitchell pointsout that from 83 to 90 per cent,
of all coal mined in the anthracite region is from mines ownedand
operatedby the various coaJ carrying railroads. The owner?,
acting as railroad managers, charge themselves extortionaterates
for hauling their own coal, and thenoffer to show their own books
and prove by the figures that they cannot increase the wages of the
miners. In this way they areenabled to rob the miner at one end
of the coal transactions, and the consumer at the other. And
behind all this are the black pall of death and the moans of the
maimed. Every day that the mines are in operation
two men are killed and five are injured I In the year 1901 there
were481 fatal accidents, and 1,2i(5 which were non-tatal. Such

Notes
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Significant.
The following- significant paragraph is taken from the annual

report of theNew York Society for the Suppression of Vice:
— 'A

complaint came to our office in the summer that a woman,lecturing
against Roman Catholic institutions in a public hall in Brooklyn
wasselling: to young girls, youngmen and women,a most obscene
book. A copy was procured. Itwas found to be a book that had
been legally suppressedby the courts both in England and this
country. The lecturer fled the State after warrantshad been issued
for her arrest. She subsequently sent to our office 1115 books and
49 electro plates,withorders tohave the same destroyed, which was
done later.' The creaturereferredto is at present inSydney, where
she iB

'
lecturing

'
under the auspioes of certain bigots and under-

ground societies. Comment is unnecessary.
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