
On Tuesday evening the House went into Committee of Supply
for consideration of the Estimates. Th6first item was a sum of
£1879 for theLegislative Council and this gaveanopportunity to
members tospeakon a variety of subjects, that to the ordinarymind
seemed to have no connection whatever with thematter, such as
land settlement in the North Island, Government debentures,
centralisation of education, the purchase of Maoriantiquities, the
Royal visit expenses,and the volunteer force.

The discussion lasted until 2 am. on Wednesday when the votewas passedon the voioes.
TheHouse was in an unamiable mood on Wednesday when itthrew out nearly every bill that wad introduced. The measures

thatmet with this sad fate were School Attendance Bill, School
Inspectors Bill, and the Wellington Harbor Board Bill.Immediately after the House meetingon Thursday afternoon
Sir J.G. Ward announced that the Governor had received official
intimation that the Coronation would take place onAugust 9,and
he proposed to adjourn Parliament from the previous Thursday
night till the afternoonof the followingTuesday. Itwas intended
to have one public holiday throughout the Colony

—
namely, on

Saturday, August 9. A request had been made tohave theholiday
onMonday inst«ad of Saturday. The Governmenthad fully con-
sidered the request, andhad come to the conclusion that it wasnotdesirable to change the date. The whole of the demonstrations
would take placeon the Saturday.

If perseverance would win success Mr Vaile, of Auckland,
should long ago have secured a trial for his proposedstage system
on the Government Railway?. This system. Ibelieve, has been
adopted in some Continental country, notably Switzerland, with
considerable success, but it is advanced by those opposed to itsintroductionhere that our population is toosparse to secure similar
results. There have been few sessions, if any, in which Mr Vailehas not been heard of in connection with this scheme, and theRailways Committee on Thursday afternoon recommended the
Governmentto consider the matter.

Sir J.G. Wardsaid he recognised Mr Vaile's whole-souled in-
terest in the system he had advocated for so many years,and he(Sir J. G. Ward) had repeatedly stated he would like to see itgivena trial on the New Zealand railways. But the difficulty was
to face theenormously increasedexpenditure that would be necessi-tated to providefresh railway stock to cope with the enormously in-
creased traffic that must take place under Mr Vaile's stage system.
On the 3rd October. 1900, the Government made a reasonable offer
to give the system a trial on the Auckland section for 12months,
the stipulationbeing that a guarantee must be given against lo?s
that wascertain to occur, seeing that there would be an enormous
reduction in rates under the system. The Government contended
it was only fair and just to the rest of the Colony that the peoplewho wouldobtain thebenefits of this reduction should be required
to recoup partof the loss at any rate. The Government were still
preparedtogive effect to the termsof that offer. If theHouee wasprepared toauthorise the Minister of Railways to make up the loss
out of the consolidated revenuehe wouldact on thatauthority, but
members muat take the responsibility for the reduction that would
have to be made in other voteß.

When the ChristchurchTramways Bill was under discussion,
Sir J.G.Ward gaveitas his opinion that the tramwaysin theprin-
cipalcitiesought tobe under the control of theState. There were
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two strongargumentsinsupport of this proposal. Thenationalisa-SSSfJS? Jramwayy88
K

W°Sd en*rely annihilate the ratingK £,and the State wouldbe able to obtain money at a lower rate of in-terest thanmunicipalities. Municipal bodies were rijhto deservingofconsideration,and the State could set apart20 per cent ofThe'netearnings of tramways to reimburse municipalities for the use ofthe streets through which the trams wouldpass
Frif^Brrz:'^nwBJL'r« PV°

Late Burnside Stock Report.
(Per favor Messrs Donald Reid and Co.)

Fat Cattle— l2o yarded. Prime bullocks, £12 2s 6d to £12
10a;medium, £9 to £10 10s ;fair, £8 5s to £8 17s 6d;best cows
andheifers, £7 7s 6d to £8 17s 6d;medium, £6 17s 6d to £7.Sheep— l3Bs penned. Best wethers, 18s to 19s 9d: medium,
16b 6d to 17s 6d;best ewes,14s 9d to 15s ;medium, 12s 3d to 14s6d.Lambs— 236 penned. Bett lambs, 11s to 12s 3d;medium 8ato 10s.

Pigs.— 9B forward. There weie no suckers. Slips, 12s to 15sT;
storeß, 16s to to 235; porkers,26s to 35s ;baconers, 40s to 435:heavy pigs, 58s to 765.

LOBBY GOSSIP AND NEWS.NOTES FROM THE HOUSE.

PROCEEDINGS IN PARLIAMENT.
The Inspector of Prisons, in the course of his annual reaortpresentedto Parliament the other day, states that out of a total of3630 ma es and 672 femalesreceivedduring the year,38 males were?JTrrndd

i
UCatr'323,3 maleß and 688 female« we'reable toTetdmIT rf 47f

aDI37 females could read only, whilst 245males and 47 femalescould neither read nor write
iv v?, revenue of the Public Trust Office for the year endedMarch31, 1902, was £42,061, which includes a balanced &Ustifrom the previous year. The expenditure was less by £26 628. .i?c nu.mb^ of old"a?e pennons in force onMarch 31,1902inclusive of 1005 grant,d to Maoris, was 12,770, representing!'yeaily payment of £217,192. During the year,1694 Lw pensionswere granted,U3o pensioners died,206 certificateswere cancelledand 182 pensions lapsed throughnon-application. The total amountpaidm respect of pensionsduring: the year was £207 468 The costof administration was £2535.
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§T. PATRICK'S COLLEGE
WELLINGTON.

CONDUCTED BY THE MARIST FATHERS.
Under the Distinguished Patronage of His Grace the Arch-

bishop of Wellington.

The object of the Marist Fathers in this country, as in theiroolloges in Europe and America, is to impart to their pupils athoroughly Religious and a sound Luerary education, which willenable them in a'ter-hf,^ todischarge their duties with honour toKeligion and Society,and with credit and advantage to themselvesStudents are prepared for the N.Z. University Junior andbemor Civil Service, Medical Entrance, Solicitors' General Know-ledge,Bank and all other PublicExamination?.Students not preparing for the learned Professions have theadvantage of a SpecialCommercial Course,under efficient manatre-ment, where they are taught all that will be of use in mercantilepursuits.
"uo

Special attention is also paid to the teaching of PhysicalScience, for whichpurpose the College pospesnes a largeLaboratorya
n

cm°nßtr atio° Hall. Vocal Music, Elocution, Drawing andall other branchesof a Liberal Educatiou rec ivedue attentionPhysical culture is attended toby a competent Drill Instructorwho trains the students three times a weekin Drill Rifle Practice'
to th/S?e8t

eCBIe
CBl AlargeaDd welNe<lviPPed gymnasium is attached

The religious andmoral training of the pupils is an obiectofspecial care,and particularattentionis bestowedon the teaching ofChristianDoctrine. 6
A well-appointed Infirmary attached to the College is underthe cbaree of the Sisters of Compassion, from whom in case of ill-ness all students receive themost tender and devotedcare and whoat all times pay particular attention to the >ounger and moredelicate pupils, who without such care would find the absence ofHome comforts very trying.
For Terms, etc.,apply to
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