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bazaar management were wise in excluding all vocal items from
their programme, A series of tubleaux were staged, and were much
appreciated  Fhie varions stalis were presided over in an . ffeient
manucer, and the lwdied Al worked with great energy. The bazaar
Wwas 0pon asain on Freduy alternoon and eveninr, when the various
alde vhovwes were we'l parrimsed and goal hu-tnesg done atl round,

Tugse.on? a ot <ot Pacro s tuok plac~ 1o the Criterion
Thew re one e ooty Lt weeik The Ho v of the th atre was atmply
crowde !, watle a lurge ninibienr o ~pe tatora arsemblei 10 the gal-
lery. Tne progie-sive ewrh-e tables were keph busy fur zeveral
hourg, and vae wainers proved te be Miss Luey Medhurst and Mr J,
Byrue. The Very Kev, Duan Iackett wmade the presentation of the
prizes to the suceessfnl players, The lady’s prize, a gold brooch.
was donated by Mra Defany, Dorng the evening the Right Rev.
Dr Lenihan made a presentation to Master Michael MoNamara, on
behalf of Mr and bdIrs Nelson, as s recogaition for saving their Little
boy from drowsing in the Obwemuri river a few days ago, In
making the presentation, the Bishop said that steps should be taken
by the people of Paeroa and the matter represented to the Royal
Humane Society, which would forward s medal for this act of
bravery., The committee, headed by their capable and energetic
secretary, Miss Delany, had every reason to be congratulated on the
saceesaful imsue of the secend social,

NOTES FROM THE HOUSE.

Y
-

PROCEEDINGS IN PARLIAMENT.

On Tuesday afternoon Sir J. G, Ward, an introducing a Loan
Bill, gaid it bad boen deemed desizuble to bring dewn the lean pro-
posals of the Government that day, ao that members would be in
possession of the fullest infermation hafere entering upon the
debate cn the Finzncial Statement. No teasonable complaint could
therefore be advanced that the Government were submitting their
financial proposais 10 a piecemeal fashion, and time would be saved
in that the coe debate would cover the Financinl Siatement and the
financial proposals of the Government, The totul amount provided
for under the 131l was exnctly the same as that set out in the Finan-
cinl Statement——viz, £1,750.000,

Un Tuesday evening the debats on the Financial Statement was
opened by Mr J. W. Thomson, who was followed by M: Withetord,
Bir Williamn Rus-ell, Mr Napier, and Mr E. M. Smith,

Bir William Ruseell said that if they went on spending money
at the rate of the last few years, it was kis conviclion thst bank-
tuptey would be the result, The gross samount adided to the public
debt last year wus £3373,202, and that was enoagh to make them
pause, The Govirpment talked about a strong finance, and yet pro-
posed borrowing over £2,000000 of money, Thne amount of onr
1nterest wis now w0 great thas it took about a million more than the
differenre betweon o.r cxports and imports to pay it. The total
gent out of (he Co'ony aonuaally in payment of interrst was
£33 34 00 an [ when people talked of borrowing more money, he
agked then. if thry were wane, to panse, [t was to meet that inter-
est that borroviry wae voinyg on, and the stuto of things wauld eon-
tinue g lang as we Cobwmial Triogsores woul { not face the o tua-
tion. Bar ly wome day o Goverianent wonld b2 found 10 pursue a
coursg not of giving upn pubie warks bat of pratence e W lliam
went oti Lo rem o h that if I gland had barrowed at the samo rate
per hearl a3 New Zoajanl dunnge the past year her pational debt
would have increu-ed by L£173 460,083

The Budget was arain undor review on Wedneaday evening,
Mesars J. Allen anil Hawellen adversely eritictsing the policy of
the Government, and Megwrs Guilfedder and Flatwman support-
iog it.

# Just befure the Iouse adjonrned, 8ir J G, Ward annonnced
that the Pacific cable was now working duplex b tween New Zon-
land and Qu.enslapd. This was imporiant, and the Colony should
be made aware of 11, [t meant ihat the Pacific cable was now
eapable of donble tran-it, and that there was a very great reductizn
in transmis-icn both way-.

ko was with rome aifliculty the debate on the Financial Stata-
ment was kept from falhig through in the early part of Thursday
afteruoon, aud on more than one ovuasion the Acting-Premier was
on his feet to reply when come laggard came forward nnd added his
guaota to the discussion,  1he speakers were Messra McLachlan. Ell,
W. Fraser MceNab, and G, W, Ruesell On the House resuming
after the suvp.r adjournment no one being evidently prepared to
carry oun the discussion, Sir J, G. Ward took up the running. and
made a vigorous defence of the policy of the Government, He
remunded thoss members who socused the Gouvernment of having
departsd frowm the policy of Mr Ballance that many duties had
been cast npont the state noWadays that were unknown a dozen
years ago, Such wero the advances to scttlers and the lands for
selttlements echemes. Dealing with the indebtedness of the Colony
since the present parly eame into power, he admitted it was some
£14,000,000, but emphasired the fact that about £5000,000 was
interest-bearing. while of the balanee £2.000,000 was exponded in
public works, and prophesicd that the prople in the Old Country
would, when they knew what the mmoney was required for, not be
prevented from purchasing New Zealand stock by aby of the
troubles connscted with the Midland railway, or the criticism of
the gentiemen on ithe opposmte side of the House, ‘In fact,’ added
Bir Joseph with confidence, ‘the Colony cceupies a stronger finan-
cisl postion in London shan any of the neighboring colonies,’ He
denied that loan meney was being nsed to bolster up the revenue of
the Railway Duwpartinent. Touching on taxation, the Aeting-
Promier sa.d that the (overnnent bad reduced charges and made
remi=sionn to the eatout ol over a million of money, .

. Shortly befqre midnight the debate, which was the most un-
mtere;tmz and lifeless of its kind ever heard in the Houwe, came to
an anag,

LOBBY GOSSIP AND NEWS.

The Government cannot see their way to reduce the charges on
telephones,

If inquiries, which are now being made, prove satisfaotory,
Marconi'a system of wirelesa telegraphy will be established betwean
this Colony and the Chatham Islands,

‘The increawed expeunditare on defencs is appalling.'—A re-
mark by Mr Gilfedder, which was received with marks of approval,

The Government are preparing a text book on fareatry, which
will be published shaortly,

u A superannuation scheme for priscn officials is under considera-
ion,

A deputation of membera waited on Mr. McGowan the other
day for the purpose of bringing under his notice certain grievancea
under which asylum attendants laborad, The deputation said there
were numerous complaints from attendants at the long hours they
wera compelled to be on duty, It might be said their work waa
light ; but the Minister, from his knowledg@mef the trying uatore
of the work, would admit that it was harder than physical work,
The skilled attendants, too, did not receive the rate of pay given to
persons in similar positions outside, Mr Field remarked that at
present asylum attendants were working 3910 houra a year, as com-
pated with 2172 hours worked by the ordinary working man, Ha
balieved many more of the hest attendants would leave shortly
unless o beiter state of things was brought about. Mr Bollard said
attendants also complained of the irregular manner in whish thay
were paid. The Miaister,in reply, said he was inglined to think
that the pay did out compare so badly with other serviogs, beoause
the attendants got rations, board and lodging, eto. He sdmitted the
hours were long, and it was basauss of that the men gol 80 many
kolidays and relief from duty. They got their full day off every
fortnight, and 28 days in the year. Ha would conaalt his collegues,
and if they were prepared to add one-third to the staff an eight-hour
day could be pravided, but thas would mean increased accommoda-
tion. which was already very circumscribed,

alsehood.
-—-—-—-‘—..-.—__

As an example of the reckless falsehoods which are hurled by ths
atiti-Catholic Press abroad against everything Catholic (says the
London 7Vablet) wo may cite the following, which appearad in
geveral papers of the kind just before the recent disturbances in
Belgium. The paragraph was guoted from the Vieamsche Gazet,
which stated categorically that there are ip Belgium 2321 convents,
viz, 105! for women and 270 for mwen. The value of the property
held by thewmn was placed at 612,517.000 francs, That of bmildings
and land let to third parties at 117,411,000 franes, and that of fur-
niture, works of art, etc,, isaned in varions companies, at 365 $18,000,
These firutcs are stated to be official, The Ablinische Vothszeitung
has lately put these extravagant assertions to the test, and oom piled
from Government sources the really official statistica, From this it
appears that the real number of convents in all Belgium is 70 for
men and 7% for women, total 114, Evidently, in order to arrive at
suth a firnre the I'luzamsche Gazet has added together all schoole,
hospitals, and other imstitntions In which religious of either ssx
work either alome or in conjunction with lay persons, But even so
the above total iz far from being reached. On the contrary the
actual fizures are  State or private institutions. in which religions
(w-n) are eng ge-d in work, andincluding their own convents, 218 ;
dittn, 10 which reliziune (wowen) are engaged, and inclodiog their
own gonvents, 1425; total, 1643. The comparatively high number
of ioatitutions with which religious women ars oconnected is
explained by the very numerous hospitals, creches, day nurseries,
orpkanages, ete.. in which Sisters are engeged, and sometimes, it
shouid be noted, only two or three Sisters in each establishment,
Moreover, it must not be forgorten that very many religioua men
and women have in late years had to take refupe iv Belgium (as in
England, Hollard. and America), owing to persecution or vexatory
legielati-n in their own lands~—France, Germaay, or Italy. Thas,
in 1599 there wore no less than 5513 non-Belgian inmates in sll
religious houses of men and women in Belgium. With reference to
the colossal sum of 1,005,346,000 france (say nearly £44,000,000}, to
which the above estimate of the combined properties of the religious
Orders amonnts, it hag been obtained by the simple prooess of add-
ing in the value of all institutions—hospitals, refoges, schools, eto.
—belonging to the State or the municipalities ; also all cherohes,
chapels, and cemeteries, which are under the jurisdiction of the
varions commmunes and conseils de fabrigne, and with which reli-
gious men and women have nothing to do. In anch a way it is ensy
enough to manufacture any statistics that are needed for the
oceaalon.,

A F

Tivery Catholic in the State (says the Southern Cross) will learn
with regret that the Very Rev. Father Hilary. Supsrior of 8t, Paul's
Retrent, Glen Opmond. will return to England very shortly. Father
Hilary has resided in Australia for 14 years, and has given missions
in all parts of the Commonwealth, He is an exceptionally gifted
preacher, and the announcemeni of his sermons has alwags
attracted large congregations,

In ceses of Bpraine or any injury to the limbs the application of
WITCH'S OIL gives instant relief.—*,*
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