
Shortly before midnight the debate, whioh was the moßt nn-mteresting and lifelessot its kind everheard in the Home,came toan end.

LOBBY GOSSIP AND NEWS.

bazaar management were wise in excluding all vocalitems from
their programme, A series of tableaux werextaged, and were much
appreciated The various stalis were presided over in an " ffloient
manucr,and the ladies all w^-lie-l withgreat energy. Tho bazaar
wanopon a^'ain on Frajy -llternnoa and evening, when the various
Hide fb wsw.m w«'l p.urmimjd aud goo I buMa^s 'lone all round.

Trio si-, on f J. o i "< iul I'aero, took plac" m the Criterion
Thwi re one c Tiling I»t week The no >r ot tru* th vitre was simply
crowdei, w:uie a !:u£. numljei oi *pe* tatoM assrinblei in the tjal-
lery. Tne progie-Mvj em-h-p tub!en wer* kept busy for several
hours, und me winners pr jved to be Alias Lucy Medhurst and Mr J.Byrne. The Very Key.Doan Hackett made the presentationof the
prizes to the successful players. The lady's prize, a gold brooch,
was donated by Mrs Delany. During the evening the Eight Rev.
Dr Lrnihan made a presentation to Master MichaelMoNamara, on
behalf of Mr and MrsNelson, as a recognition for saving their little
boy from drowning in the Ohinemuri river a few days ago. In
making the presentation, theBishop said that steps should be takeu
by the people of Paeroa and the matter represented to the Royal
Humane Society, which would forward a medal for this act of
bravery. The committee, headed by their capable and energetic
secretary, Miss Delany, hadevery reason to be congratulated on tho
euccessfulissue of the second social.

NOTES FROM THE HOUSE.

PROCEEDINGS IN PARLIAMENT.

The Government cannot see their way toreduce the ohargei ontelephones.
If inquiries, which are nowbeing made, prove satisfaotorj,Marconi a system of wireless telegraphy will be established betweenthis Colony and the ChathamIslands.
'The increased expenditure on defence is appalling.'— A re-mark by Mr Gilfedder, whioh wasreceived with marks of approval.The Government arepreparing a text book on forettry, whiohwillbe publishedshortly.
A superannuationscheme for prison officialsisunder considera-tion.
A deputation of members waited on Mr.McGowan theotherday for thepurpose of bringing under his notice certain grievance*under whichasylum attendants labored. The deputationsaid therewere numerouscomplaints from attendants at the longhours theywere compelled to be on duty. It might be laid their work was

light ; but the Minister, from his knowledge the trying natureof the work, wouldadmit that it was harder thanphysical work.The skilled attendants, too,didnot receive the rateof pay given topersons in similar positions outside. Mr Field remarked thatatpresent asylumattendants wereworking 3910 honrs a year,asoom-pared with2172hours worked by the ordinary working man. Hebelieved many more of the best attendants wouldleave Bhortly
unless a betterstate of things was brought about. MrBollardsaidattendants also complained of the irregular manner in whioh they
were paid. The Minister, in reply, said he was inclined to thinkthat thepay did nut compare so badly with other servioes, beoausttho attendants got rations, board and lodging,etc. He admitted thehours werelong, and it was basauae of that themen got somanyholidays and relief from duty. They got their full day off everyfortnight, and 28 days in the year. He wouldconsult his collegues,and if they wereprepared toadd one-third to the staff an eight-hour
day could be provided, but that would meaninoreased accommoda-tion, which was already verycircumscribed.

A Falsehood.

As an example of the reckless falsehoodswhich arehurled by theanti-Catholic Press abroad against everything Catholic (says th«London TaMrt) we may cite tha following, whioh appeared in
Beveral papers of the kind just before the recent disturbance! inBelgium. The paragraph wa<* quoted froTi the VlaamteTie Gazet,
which stated categorically that there arein Belgium 2221 oonventt,
viz , 1951 for women and 270 for men. The value of the property
held by them was placed at 612,517,000 franoe. Thatof buildings
and landlet to thirdparties at 117,411,000 francs, and that of fur-nitur-, workß of art,etc., issued invarious companies, at 365 418,000.
These figures are stated to be official. The Kolnische Volhszeitunghas lately put these extravagantassertions to the test, andcompiled
from Government sources the really official statistics. From this it
appears that the real number of convents in all Belgium is 70 for
men and 79 for women, total 1 19. Evidently, in order toarrive at
su'jha figure the Vlaamsche Gazet has added together all schoolc.hoppitals, and other institutions in which religious of either Bexwork either alone or in conjunction with lay persons. But even sothe above total is far from being reached. On the contrary theactual figures are State or private institutions, in whioh religious
(oi1") are eng ig^-din work, andincludiug their ownconvents, 218 ;ditto,m which reliijiuus (women)are engaged,and including their
own convents, 1425; total, 1643. The comparatively high number
of institutions with which religious women are connected is
explained by the very numerous hospitals, creches, day nurseries,
orphanages, etc.. in which Sisters are engaged,and sometimes, it
should bo noted, only two or three Sisters ineach establishment.Moreover, it must not be forgotten that verymany religious menand womenhave in late years had to take refuge in Belgium (as in
England, Holland, and America),owing topersecution or vexatory
legislation in their ownlands— France, Germany,or Italy. Thus,
in 1890 there were no less than 5513 non-Belgian inmatesin all
religious houses of men and women inBelgium. With referencetothe colossal sum of 1,095,346,000 francs (say nearly £44,000,000), towhich the aboveestimateof the combined propertiesof the religiouß
Orders amounts, it has been obtained by the simple process of add-ing in the value of all institutions— hospitals,refuges, Bchools, etc.—

belonging to the State or the municipalities;also all charohes,
chapels, and cemeteries, which are under the jurisdiction of the
various communes and conseils de fabrique, and with whichreli-
gious menand womenhavenothing todo. Insuch a wayit is easyenough to manufacture any statistics that are needed for the
occasion.

On Tuesday afternoon Sir J. G. War.l, on introducing a Loan
Bil), said ithad tkcu deemed durable to bring down the loan pro-
posalsof the Government that day, so that members would be in
possession of the fullest infor'iiation before entering upou the
debate on the Financial Statement. No reasonable complaiut could
therefore be advancedthat the Government were submitting their
financial proposals ina piecemeal fashion, and time wouldbe saved
in that the one debate would cover the Financial Statement and the
financial proposalsof the Government. The totalamount provided
for under theBill wasexactly the same as thatbet out in the Finan-cialStatement

—
viz., £1,750.000.

OnTuesday evening the debate on the Financial Statementwas
openedby Mr J. W. Thomson, who was followed by Mr Witheford,
Bir William Ru^el], Mr Napier,and Mr E. M.Smith.

Sir William Russell said that if they went onspending money
at the rateof the last few years,it was hia conviction that bank-
ruptcy wouldbe theresult. The gross amount added to the public
debt last year was £.'>,'J7.">,202, and that was enough to make them
pause. The Govirnmeiit talkedabout a strong finance,and yet pro-posed burrowing over £2.000 000 of money. Tne amount of our
interest wa-, now hogiv.it that;it took about amillion more than the
difference betweon o<r export* and imports to pay it. The total
sent out of ihu Co'nny annually in payment of interest was
£2 ,5'.»4 90!'. an 1 when people talked of borrowing more money,he
asked them, if thy were "am-,to p iu*e. It was to meet that inter-
est that borro.vii I!,'1!,' *\a^iroing on. and the statn of thingswould con-
tinue so long as tn.i Col>nia.l Tn a'-un- woul 1 not face fro .vtua-
tion. Sur ly t,,me d".y a (ioverummit would b3found ro pursue a
cour-e not ot trivuigup t uhlic wQ>-k->. but of pru "'ence lham
Went on to remuk 'hat if I] y laatl had b crowed at tbr aara > rate
per hear) a^ New /"uian1 during tne past year her national debt
wouldhaveincr^a-cd by £17.'} n'u''),or>B

The Budget vvat a^yiin und».r review on Wednesday pvpning,
Messrs J. Allen and Harden adversely criticising the policy of
the Government, and Messrs Gilfedder aud Fidtman support-ing it.

Just before the Kouso adjourned,Sir J G. Ward announced
that the Pacific cable wa^ now working duplex between New Z-n-
land and Qu-enaland. This was important, and the Colony should
be made awarn of it. It meant that the Pacific cable was now
capable of double transit, and that there wa5"a verygreat reduction
in transmission both wny~.

Itwan with nome difficulty the debate on the Financial State-
ment was kept fr in f.ilhug through in the early part of Thursday
afternoon, and on more than one occasion the Acting-Premier whs
on hi« feet to reply when =ome laggard came forward and added his
quota to the diheu-<Bion. '1he speakers were Messrs McLachJan.Ell,
W. Fraser McN'ab, and G. W. Russell On the House resuming
after the surptr adjournment no one being evidently prepared to
carry on the discussion, Sir J. G. Ward took up the running, and
made a vigorous defence of the policy of the Government. He
reminded those members who accused the Government of having
departtd from the policy of Mr Ballance that many duties had
been cast upon the htate nowadays that were unknowna dozen
years ago. Such wero the advances to settlers and the lands for
settlements schemes. Dealing with the indebtedness of the Colony
since the present party came into power, he admitted it was some£14,000,000, but emphasised the fact that about £9,000,000 was
interest-bearing, while of the balance £^.000,000 wasexpanded in
public works, and prophe&ied that the people in the Old Country
would, when they knew what the money was required for, not be
prevented from purchasing New Zealand stock by any of the
troubles" connected with the, Midland railway, or the criticism of
the gentlemen on the opposite side of theHouse. 'Infact,' added
Sir Jo-teph with confidence, 'the Colony occupies a stronger finan-
cial positionin London than any of theneighboring colonies.' He
denied that loan money was being used tobolster up the revenueof
the Railway Department. Touching on taxation, the Aoting-
Premier sa.d that the Government hadreduoed charges and made
remissions to the extent ot over amillion of money.

Every Catholic in theState (says theSouthern Crosi) will learn
with regret that the VeryRev.Father Hilary. Superior of St.Paul'sRetreat, Glen Osmond, will return to England veryshortly. FatherHilary has resided in Australia for 14 years,and has givenmissions
in all parts of theCommonwealth. He is an exceptionally gifted
preacher, and the announcement of his sermons has always
attracted large congregation*).

Inoasesof Sprains or any injury to thelimbs the applicationofWITCH'S OIL gives instantrelief.—*/

NEW ZEALAND TABLET. [Thnreday, July 24, 1902.6

BEATS AND GO Up-to-DateTailoring,Clothing, and Mercery.


